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of R. M. Anderson Command No. 5, Union V ete ran s’ U nion; Com m ander 
of the D epartm ent of Iowa, Union V eterans’ Union, and depu ty  com- 
m ander-in-chief of the N ational Command of th a t  order. H ad  been 
secretary  and tre a su re r  of the M aquoketa P ioneer and Old S e ttle r ’s 
Society fo r twelve years, and in 1903 organized the Jackson County 
H istorical Society, which w as incorporated, and w as sec re ta ry  and 
cu ra to r of the same. On October 16, 1870, w as m arried  to Miss M ary 
M. Forbes, who w as also of Revolutionary an ces try ; she died in M arch, 
1907. They had fou r children who lived to grow  to manhood and w om an
hood, one son and th ree  daughters, F ran k  E., M rs. Jesse M iller, and 
Mrs. F red  A lbright of M aquoketa and Mrs. Orville E astm an  of Clinton. 
He was elected rep resen ta tive  in 1908 and re-elected in 1910. A demo
c ra t in politics. Mr. E llis was a useful m em ber of num erous o rg an iz a 
tions, Congregational Church, K iwanis Club, Cham ber of Com merce and 
of several Masonic orders, Jackson Lodge I. O. O. F ., and Peerless Lodge 
K. of P. D uring his te rm  in the L egislature he succeeded in ra is in g  a 
fund to remove the  body of Ansel Briggs, Iow a’s firs t governor, from  
its resting  place in O m aha to Andrew, Jackson county, the home of the 
executive when he became the governor of the sta te , a f te r  w hich he 
secured from  the s ta te  an appropriation  of $1,000.00 fo r  th e  erection 
of a suitable monum ent. Mr. E llis spent m any years diligently  collecting 
historical fac ts  and recording them  fo r the  people of his county. H is 
books are  thorough and complete, especially his s ta n d a rd  h is to ry  of 
Jackson county. He realized the value of th e  happenings of fifty  years 
ago— it was h istory— and is of vital im portance as connected w ith  the 
history of the p resen t time. An active useful life has closed, b u t not 
until a f te r  g rea t good had been done and much honor a tta in ed . The 
sta te  is f a r  b e tte r fo r  the life of Jam es W. Ellis.

Therefore, Be I t  Resolved by the House of Representatives  o f  the 
F orty-fourth  General Assembly, T hat in the passing  of the  H onorable 
Jam es W. E llis the  s ta te  has lost an honored and valued citizen  and a 
man of high ideals.

Be I t  F u r th er  Resolved, T h a t a copy of these resolutions be sp read  
upon the Jou rna l of the House and th a t the Chief C lerk be d irected  to 
send an enrolled copy to the fam ily of the  deceased.

C a r o l y n  C . P e n d r a y ,
J . H . T h i e s s e n ,
H .  C . F i n n e r n ,

Committee.
Unanimously adopted April 13, 1931.

HON. D. M. GIBSON

M r . S p e a k e r : Y our committee, appointed to  p rep a re  reso lu tions in
commemoration of the life, character and services of the Hon. D. M. 
Gibson, begs leave to  subm it the following re p o rt:

D. M illard Gibson, son of E. P. and E d ith  M illard  Gibson, w as born 
in Osceola, Iowa, Septem ber 11, 1868, and died a t  his home n ea r  th a t  
city June 1, 1930. W ith the exception of th ree  years d u rin g  which
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tim e  he  res id ed  in N eb ra sk a , th e  deceased con tinued  h is residence in  
C larke  C ounty , Iow a.

J a n u a r y  22, 1895, he w as u n ited  in  m a rr ia g e  w ith  E tt ie  M. M ohler 
and  to  th em  e ig h t ch ild ren  w ere  b o rn : E d ith  E llen , who died a t  th e
ag e  o f th re e  y e a rs ; E lizab e th , w ife  of C arle ton  N eal of B a tt le  C reek, 
M ich igan ; Louise, w idow  of L oren  C raw fo rd  deceased; B ery l, w ife  of 
C h arle s  E . P re s c o tt of P assa ic , N ew  Je r s e y ; P au lin e , w ife  of Lyle 
F o s te r  of O sceola, Iow a; F ra n k  Gibson of Los A ngeles, C a lifo rn ia , and  
B ern ice  and  D onovan, re s id in g  a t  th e  fam ily  home.

M r. G ibson w as re a re d  on a fa rm  n e a r  Osceola, rece iv ing  h is education  
in  th e  ru r a l  school, th e  Osceola H igh  School, S im pson College and  a 
busin ess  course a t  H ig h lan d  P a rk  College of Des M oines. H e followed 
th e  vocation  of fa rm in g  u n til a  f tw  y e a rs  before  h is d ea th  w hen he 
m oved w ith  h is fam ily  to  th e  c ity  of Osceola. H ere  he w as p res id en t 
o f th e  Iow a S ta te  B ank  and  an  ac tive  F a rm  B u reau  w orker. He took a 
g r e a t  in te re s t and  w as a tire le ss  w o rk er in m any  com m unity  en te rp rise s .

In  1920, M r. Gibson w as honored by election to  th e  office of s ta te  
re p re se n ta tiv e  of C larke county  to  th e  T h ir ty -n in th  G eneral A ssem bly, 
and  w as re-elected  to th e  F o r t ie th  G enera l A ssem bly in  1922. H ere he 
served  w ith  lo ya lty  and  devotion th e  people who elected him  to th is  
re sp o n sib ility . Those w ho knew  him  best loved and  respected  him  as is 
evidenced by a  c lipp ing  con ta ined  in a local p a p e r— The Osceola Sentinel 
— fro m  w hich we quote.

“ C larke  coun ty  h as no b e tte r  c itizen  th a n  w as D. M. Gibson. H e 
w as an  e lder in  th e  Osceola P re s b y te r ia n  C hurch , and  a  m em ber of th e  
O sceola K. P . lodge; w as p ro m in en t and  ac tive  in th e  C larke County 
F a rm  B u reau  and  o th er local o rg an iza tio n s. A C h ris tian  gen tlem an , 
congen ia l and  courteous, he m et h is  associa te s on th e  h ig h er plane of 
r ig h t  liv in g  and  h is p resence afforded  an in sp ira tio n  fo r p u re  th o u g h t 
and  h e lp fu l ac tiv ities .

“ In  h is  busy  life  he found  tim e  to  co n tr ib u te  h is po rtion  to th e  
public  serv ice fo r  th e  g re a te s t  advancem en t of com m unity  and  civic 
w e lfa re . W h e th e r engaged  as  a tow nsh ip  official, a  bank  p res id en t or a 
m em ber of th e  s ta te  L e g is la tu re  he w as ever found  fa i th fu l , aggressive  
and  re liab le . In  o th er w ords h is  life  exem plified th e  h ig h e r ideals of 
C h ris tia n  c itizensh ip . J u s t  how m uch we owe to  th e  influence of men 
a n d  w om en such as w as M illa rd  G ibson we can  scarcely  rea lize  no r 
fu lly  u n d e rs ta n d .”

There fore ,  Be  I t  Resolved by the House  o f  Represen ta t i ves  of  the 
F o r t y - f o ur th  General  As sembly ,  T h a t we ex tend  our sym path ies to th e  
fam ily  and  ex p ress  cu r  app rec ia tio n  of the  life  and  c h a ra c te r  and public 
serv ices of th e  H onorab le  D. M. G ibson.

Be I t  F u r t h e r  Resolved,  T h a t these  reso lu tio n s be sp read  upon th e  
Jo u rn a l of th e  H ouse and  th e  C hief C lerk  be d irec ted  to  send an  enrolled 
copy to  th e  fam ily .

L e R o y  S h i e l d s ,
V ic t o r  F e l t e r ,
J a s . L. R a n d a l l ,

Commit tee .
U nanim ously adopted A pril 13, 1931.


