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Mr. Gates had been troubled  the la st year som ew hat w ith sickness, 
and a t  the  beginning of the session of the T h irty -fifth  G eneral As­
sem bly he did not feel very strong, bu t was able to tak e  up his work. 
He was a m an who com plained very little ; a m an who tried  in  every 
way to do h is w ork in a conscientious m anner, and when death  over­
took him  it was in the m idst of his work. D uring the  tim e th a t he 
served the sta te , as in all his work, he gave the best th a t  was in him.

Resolved, T hat in the death of C harles Gates the  s ta te  has lost 
a w orthy citizen, a loved and honored m em ber of the Senate. Be it 
fu rth e r

Resolved, T hat these resolutions be prin ted  in the Journal, and an 
engrossed copy, signed by the P residen t and Secretary, be sent to the 
fam ily of the deceased.

F .  P .  H a u e m a n n ,
S. W .  B o e ,
J o h n  G.  L kget .,

C o m m i t t e e .

The resolutions were adopted unanimously by a rising vote. 

Senator Boe, in moving the adoption of the report, spoke as 
fo llow s:

I t  was my pleasure to become acquainted w ith Senator Gates four 
years ago when I served in the House. I had not know n him before 
th a t  tim e, hu t I believe th a t w hat I learned to know of him  during 
those four years has been tru e  of him  his whole life. He was no t one 
of the m en to push him self forw ard. He was ra th e r  a m odest man, 
of a re tirin g  nature , and you som etim es really  had to m ake an effo rt 
to become acquainted  w ith  him. I believe every one who knew Sen­
a to r  Gates appreciated  his character. H is quiet, unassum ing  m anner 
was pleasing. I felt th a t he was one of th a t g rea t body of m en we 
have in th is country who do not say much, who do no t always fill the 
public eye, but who th ink  sanely a'nd soundly on all subjects, who 
lend th e ir  influence fo r the  steady m ovem ent forw ard of the w elfare 
of th e  people. We all fe lt th is  w inter when he passed away so sud­
denly th a t we had lost a friend, and I felt when I w ent to his home, 
learned  to know of his sickness and of the sickness of h is wife, th a t 
th e re  was a man who bore his burdens uncom plainingly and tr ied  to 
do all h is work in spite of the  burdens th ru s t upon him . I feel th a t 
in  th a t village he had w ritten  his nam e in the h isto ry  of his com m u­
n ity  as he has w ritten  it in the h isto ry  of his state . I therefore feel 
it an honor to move the adoption of these resolutions.

Senator Smith spoke as follows:
M r . P r e s i d e n t —As a member of the Thirty-fourth General Assem­

bly S enator Gates occupied the seat ju s t across the aisle from  me, 
w here he sa t during  th e  tim e he was here in th is session. The re­
m arks ju st made by the Senator from Winnebago touching on the
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life of th is  man, his  charac te r  and  disposition, I feel meets w ith  a 
response from every Senator who h ad  the p leasu re  of serv ing  w ith  
him during  the  Thir ty -four th  General Assembly. Sen a to r  Gates was 
not a m an  th a t  p u t  himself forward , as has been said. I do no t 
reca l l  t h a t  a t  a n y  t im e  h e  m a d e  a n y  speeches  in  th i s  Sena te ,  h u t  he  
w as ever  a t  h is  p o s t  o f  duty , a n d  w h en  th e  ro l l  w as  ca lled  S e n a to r  
G ates  an sw e red  aye o r  no as  in  h is  j u d g m e n t  w a s  r ig h t .  A n d  every  
m an th a t  heard  th a t  response knew  th a t  i t  h ad  come from  the  bottom  
of h is  h ea r t ,  an d  w as w h a t  he  rea l ly  be lieved, a n d  if a  S e n a to r  had  
v o ted  d if fe ren t ly  he  fo u n d  h im se l f  r e i le c t in g  if a f t e r  a ll  h e  h a d  n o t  
b e t t e r  cast  h is  vote  as  S e n a to r  G ates  cas t  his , b ecau se  we k n ew  it 
was a n  h o n es t  vo te  an d  w as cas t  a f t e r  m a t u r e  d e l ib e ra t io n .

Lieutenant-Governor H ard ing  spoke as follow s:

I t  w as th e  p le a su re  of th e  ch a ir  to  know  S e n a to r  G a tes  d u r in g  th e  
T h ir ty - th i rd  an d  T h i r ty - fo u r th  G en era l  A ssem blies .  I t  w as  a p le a s ­
u re  to m ee t  h im  as  a leg is la to r .  I t  w as a p le a s u re  to  m e e t  h im  in  a  
social way. I fo un d  th a t  S e n a to r  G ates  w as  a  t r u e  m a n  an d  a  g e n ­
tlem an . H e w a s  a lw ays  r ead y  to  lis ten , a lw a y s  w il l in g  to  give a d ­
vice w hen  i t  w as asked ,  an d  a lw a y s -a n x io u s  to  pass  th e  t im e  of day. 
H e alw ays h a d  a k in d ly  word. He w as  a lw ay s  good n a tu r e d .  H e  w as 
sc a t te r in g  su n sh in e  an d  d ispe l l ing  gloom. S e n a to r  G ates  r e p re se n te d  
a type  of A m e r ican  c it izensh ip  t h a t  can  w e ll  be em u la te d .  I t  w as  a 
p lea su re  to k no w  h im  a n d  to love him .

Senator Tliomas spoke as follows:

I  feel com pelled  to  add  ju s t  a w o rd  fo r  S e n a to r  G ates.  I t  w as  my 
pleasure to ta lk  to h im  as late as  10 o’clock in the  evening  p r io r  to 
h is  death . As I look  back  to  it , I canno t  h e lp  th in k in g  of th e  say in g  
t h a t  in life we a re  in  th e  m id s t  of dea th .  D u r in g  t h a t  even ing  h e  h a d  
ta lk ed  of h is  business .  Said  in a few days h e  expec ted  to sell an d  
ta k e  life easy. O ur b us iness  w as  so m e w h a t  a l l ied  in  b a n k in g  and  
hardw are, w hich  he handled  to a ce rta in  extent.  In  th a t  even ing  I. 
cam e in a b r ie f  m o m e n t  to  see t h a t  c ry ing  ho p e  of his  life— to  h av e  
h is  wife  r e g a in  h e r  h ea l th .  I am  g lad  to add  th i s  l i t t l e  f low er o f  c re d i t  
to  his  life.

Senator Chase spoke as follows:

'  I wish to add m y tr ib u te  to the mem ory of S ena to r  Gates, I t  is  said  
death  loves a sh in ing  m ark .  I  became well acqua in ted  w ith  S ena to r  
G ates  two y ea rs  ago. C am e to  k n o w  him  well.  I know7 t h a t  a  s h o r t  
t im e  before  h is  d e a th  he h a d  a s o r t  of p re m o n i t io n  o f  w h a t  w as  a b o u t  
to  happen .  I t a lk e d  w ith  h im  th e  day  before ,  a n d  I k no w  he  fe l t  t h a t  
th e r e  was s o m e th in g  h an g in g  over  him. In  h is  s i tnp le  way h e  se em ed  
to feel th a t  there  was som eth ing  about to happen. He told me about some 
t r o u b le  he  h a d  h a d  some y e a r s  ago and  h a d  n e v e r  fully  reco v e re d  
from, and felt th a t  death  m igh t overtake h im  an}- time. I w as  im ­
p ressed  w ith  t h a t  co n v e rsa t ion  in view of w h a t  h a p p e n e d  a f t e rw a rd s .  
S en a to r  G ates  appea led  to m e  as one  of th e  m o s t  m o d e s t  m en  I ever
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met. There was something about him th a t  a few years of acquain­
tance developed.. I t  seemed to me th a t  he was a man absolutely hon­
est in every way in life, t rue  and loyal in everything he did. That 
t ra i t  in his character appealed to me from the  time I f irs t  became ac­
quainted with him all through  the associations 1 had with him. While
I cannot say I was particularly  in tim ate with Senator Gates, I talked
with him frequently, and I always felt th a t  whatever Senator Gates 
did was done with singleness of mind and absolute integrity. I do not 
know th a t  I ever met a man in all my experience th a t  seemed so abso­
lutely without guile as was Senator Gates. He met every question 
with absolute  fairness. He never shirked any duty. He always re­
sponded to every call th a t  was made upon him. And, after all, in 
this brief span of life of ours when we say a man measures up to tha t sort 
of th ing  it is really the h ighest t r ib u te  we can pay him. When we 
say a man meets squarely and fairly every duty th a t  is laid upon him 
and responds to it, there cannot be any higher tribute of praise placed
upon his bier after he has gone. Senator Gates was loyal to his friends,
faithful to his duty. I do not believe there  was any obligation he ever 
failed to comply with. I feel th a t  th is  Senate in losing Senator Gates 
lost one of the best men tha t ever sat in the Senate.

Senator McManus spoke as follows:

I t  is with the feeling of most sincere and tender  emotions th a t  I 
rise to say a few words of our departed friend. Six years ago I ap­
peared in th is  Legislature for the  firs t  time. With me came Senator 
Gates. From the first moment we met there arose a feeling of friend­
ship. I found in him a k indred spirit,  a  man afte r  my own liking. 
Through dll the sessions th a t  passed our intimacy grew, and I believe, 
Senators, th a t  I knew Senator Gates possibly bet ter  than  anyone in 
the House because I liked him and sought his company; was glad to 
be with him, for there was a sort of sunshine about the man tha t  
appealed to me. I cultivated his acquaintance. Listened to him talk 
of his home life, and all the little things tha t go to make up a 
home and a happy one. I t  was while called to my own home th a t  I 
there heard of the dea th  of my friend. I want to say, Senators, it was 
a great shock to me. Ju s t  a few days before th a t  sit ting on the bench 
over there Senator Gates was telling me how he was going to sneak 
away Saturday to go home and visit the  good wife who was ill. He 
told me of the trip he had to make, the  trains to take and the changes 
to make, and the  time he would be a t  home to meet the wife he loved 
so well, and when I heard  of his death, and when the wires flashed 
the news to me tha t  Senator Gates was not able to make tha t trip, 
I thought indeed how short is life, how we calculate to be with those 
we love, how the summons come to us suddenly. I pictured to myself 
the sorrow th a t  came to th a t  good wife of his in th a t  far off Iowa 
town. I w ant to say, Senators and friends, I have often wondered 
what recompense there is in one like me to spend th ree  months as 
lawmaker. I have never been able to quite understand what there is 
to it, but on the death of a  man like Whipple, who sat next to me 
in my first term and who took me, green as a gosling and knowing
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nothing more of legislative m a t te r s  than  a  rabbit,  to tra in ,  and  w hen 
1 th ink  of Whipple, the p leasure  I had in  m ee t in g  h im  and  in  his 
acquaintance, I find, Senators, w here  the recom pense is. I have been 
amply repaid  d ur ing  the sessions here  w i th  acqua in tances  like Sena­
to r s  G ates  a n d  W hipple .  A nd  I am  forced o r  co m pel led  to  say  what, 
I have  said in co m m en d a t io n  o f  S en a to r  G ates,  a n d  i t  is a  p le a s u re  
for me to be able  to  add  m y few w ords  to  w h a t  h a s  been  said.

Senator W hite , from a special committee, submitted the fo l­
lowing report and moved its adoption:

C H R I S T I A N  II Kill  IK S .

M e . P k k s i d e x t —Your committee, appoin ted  to d ra f t  reso lu tions  to 
co m m em o ra te  th e  life an d  serv ices  of ex -S e n a to r  C h r is t ia n  H ed g es  
beg leave to su b m it  th e  fo llow ing r e p o r t  a n d  r e s o lu t io n s :

. C hr is t ian  H ed g es  wag b o rn  in M ansfield , Ohio, M ay 1, 1830.

H e e n te re d  th e  C inc inna ti  L aw  School an d  g ra d u a t e d  f ro m  t h a t  
college a t  th e  age  of seven teen .  H e  w as  too  y o u n g  to  be a d m i t t e d  
to th e  b a r  fo r  p rac t ice ,  so e n te r e d  a law  office u n t i l  h is  ag e  w o u ld  
p e rm it  h im  to ad m iss ion  to  th e  bar .

In  1849 th e  gold fields of C a li fo rn ia  m a d e  such a s t ro n g  app ea l  to 
Mr. H edges  t h a t  he  w en t  th e r e  w i th  m an y  o th e r s  to  seek  h is  fo r tu n e  
in  th e  west. H e r e tu rn e d  to  Iow a c oun ty  in  1859, w h e re  h e  h a s  r e ­
sided ever since.

H e was m a r r ie d  to  Miss E l le n  R u sh  a t  M arengo ,  Iow a, in  S e p te m ­
ber,  1864. To th is  union e ig h t  ch i ld ren  w e re  b o rn ,  th r e e  of w ho m  
preceded  h im  to th e  g re a t  beyond. T hose  w ho m  w ith  h is  w ife  s u r ­
vive are: Mrs. George E. Sw ain  of N orth  English , Iowa; Mrs. W il l­
iam  H a n k ey  of L e tts ,  Iow a; Mrs. E. K. T y le r  of M u sca t in e ;  Mrs. B. 
C. Leib of M arengo ,  Iow a; B ruce  E. H edg es  of D av en p o r t ,  Iow a, an d  
seven g ran d ch i ld ren .

Ju d g e  H ed ges  h ad  a long a n d  even tfu l  ca ree r .  H e  h e a rd  th e  call 
of his co u n try  in  th e  sixties, and  e n te red  th e  serv ices  of th e  reb e l l io n  
as cap ta in  of th e  S even th  V o lu n te e r  I n f a n t r y  of Iow a. H is  ab i l i ty  
was soon recognized, and  w on for  h im  p ro m o tio n  to  M il i ta ry  J u d g e  
Advocate, w h ich  posi t ion  he  he ld  for  som e tim e.  H is  g r e a t  ab i l i ty  
was recognized  by th e  people  of Iow a a f t e r  th e  w a r  w as  over,  a n d  he  
served h is  S e n a to r ia l  D is t r ic t  in  th e  E ig h te e n th  G en era l  A ssem bly . 
D u rin g  h is  te r m  as  S e n a to r  h is  gen iu s  as  an  i n t e r p r e te r  o f  law  a n d  
an  a d m in i s t r a to r  of ju s tice  w as soon recogn ized  a n d  w on fo r  h im  th e  
Judgeship of the Circuit Court of the  E ig h th  D istr ic t .  T h is  position 
he held  for tw elve  years , o r  u n t i l  th e  C ircu i t  C o u r t  w as  ab o li sh ed  by 
legis la tive  ena c tm en t .

H e he ld  m an y  posi t ions  of p r iv a te  a n d  civic t r u s t ,  in a ll  o f  w h ich  
h e  acq u i t ted  h im se l f  w ith  h ig h  h o n o r  a n d  c red i t .  H e  w as  fo r  m a n y


