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C harleston, Illinois, in 1858; to  Cham paign, Illinois, in 1860; and to Boone 
(then  called M ontana), Iowa, in 1866.

W arren  attended public school up to about th is  tim e, bu t had com­
menced w ork as a farm  hand. He also assisted his bro ther, Edw ard, in 
the grocery  business in Boone fo r a year or two, was a salesm an in Chi­
cago fo r a tim e, also w as a brakem an on the Chicago & N orthw estern 
R ailw ay; bu t in 1876 he form ed a partne rsh ip  w ith his brother, Edw ard, 
in the m ercantile business a t  Coon Rapids, his b ro ther having located 
the re  five years previously. The business was very  successful and event­
ually  they extended th e ir  in te rests  to fa rm ing  and banking.

W arren  w as elected Senator in  1893 and w as tw ice re-elected, serving 
inclusively from  the Tw enty-fifth to the T h irty -first general assemblies. 
He w as chairm an of the A ppropria tions Committee of the Senate in  the 
la st five assemblies of which he w as a member, was identified w ith the 
progressive element of his p a r ty  and of the assembly, and had a prom i­
nen t p a r t  in the legislation of th a t period. H e w as elected lieu tenant 
governor in 1906, presided over the Senate during  the Thirty-second Gen­
era l Assembly, and when A lbert B. Cummins resigned November 24,
1908, because of being elected U nited S tates Senator, Mr. G arst became 
Governor, and served un til the inauguration  of B. F . Carroll, J a n u a ry  14,
1909.

A fte r th a t, besides looking a f te r  his properties, he lived mostly a re ­
tired  life, removing to Des Moines. A lthough deprived of the opportun­
ities of obtaining a good education in his youth, he came to be a cultured 
and w ell-read man. He w as president of the Pioneer Law m akers’ Asso­
ciation a t  the tim e of his death, and also was president of the Iowa Branch 
of the League of N ations N on-partisan  Association.

Whereas, his record as a  m an, a legislator, a public official and a citi­
zen has been of the h ighest cha rac te r; therefore

Be It Resolved, T hat the Senate take th is  occasion to express its high 
appreciation  of his lofty  charac ter and fa ith fu l public service, and adopt 
th is  m em orial in the nam e of the people of Iowa as a tr ib u te  to his name 
and mem ory;

Also, Be It  Further Resolved,  T hat these resolutions be spread upon 
the  records of the Senate and th a t  an engrossed copy thereof be sent to 
the fam ily of the deceased.

G e o . B . P e r k i n s  
W. J . G o o d w in  
J . D. B u s e r

Committee.

W A R R EN  GARST
Tribute by Ex-Senator A. B. Funk.

W arren  G arst was born a t Dayton, Ohio, December 4, 1850, and died 
a t Des Moines, October 5, 1924. He came of sturdy, D utch-Irish stock, 
which made his fam ily a compelling force in his generation. One brother 
became distinguished as an A dm iral in the U nited S tates N avy; an ­
other won fam e and fo rtune in the  New E ngland medical field; another 
ably served, and ultim ately  sacrificed his life, in Chinese m issionary work,
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while a fo u rth  w as fo r  nearly  fifty years associated w ith  him  in suc­
cessful m ercantile en terprise. And so, much w as expected and required  
of th is  man, which achievem ent has abundantly  justified.

Settling  in business a t  Coon Rapids in the ea rly  seventies, when C ar­
roll county was large ly  in a  sta te  of n a tu re  and the ham let of h is choice 
little  more th an  a dream  of fu tu re  im portance, M r. G arst con tribu ted  
substan tia lly  to local development and w elfare before he en tered  th is  
body in 1895.

H igh courage, sound judgm ent and un failing  devotion are  alw ays fac ­
to rs of g rea t value in  legislative service. T hus equipped, th e  new  sen­
a to r from  C arroll rap id ly  became influential a t  a tim e when m easures of 
unusual im portance w ere developing. D uring his eight sena to ria l ses­
sions he made substan tia l contribution to the ad ju stm en t of corporation  
relationship, and to the  development of adm inistra tive , educational, ch ari­
table and political system s. In  legislative controversy, occasioned by 
such issues as the B oard of Control, Board of Education , th e  Revision 
of the-Code of 1897, the  M ulct Law, C ollateral Inheritance and o ther new 
taxation  controversy, G arst was always w here th e  contest w axed the 
w arm est, and in v ictory  no legislator was m ore modest o r unassum ing. 
W hile always ready  fo r a f ra y  when the occasion required, he w as affable 
and courteous to the lim it of tem peram ental consistency.

In  his changed rela tion  w ith  th is body, when he passed from  his seat 
on the floor to the cha ir of presiding officer as L ieu tenan t Governor, 
he consistently continued his record of usefulness, and his b r ie f  service 
as Chief Executive when Governor Cum mins resigned to  en ter the 
U nited S tates Senate justified w ith a career of public distinction.

In  1913 Governor G arst w as d rafted  to in sta ll the  W orkm en’s Com­
pensation Service, his la tes t bu t by no m eans least im portan t con tribu­
tion to the public w elfare.

W arren  G arst w as fo r m any years an ou tstand ing  figure in  th e  la rg e r 
affairs of his sta te . He w as prom inent am ong Iow a public m en of his 
generation as one who fa ith fu lly  exemplified high charac ter, good c iti­
zenship and m arked efficiency in a long career of public service. A n 
exceedingly in te resting  personality  increased his usefulness and gave him  
executive acquaintance and abundant friendsh ip .

Senator B user spoke in  p a r t as fo llow s:
M r . P r e s i d e n t , and S e n a t o r s : I had not expected to say a w ord in

memory of any of the deceased senators which w ere the occasion of th is  
memorial service th is  evening, bu t it so happens th a t  I  am the  only mem­
ber presen t of the com mittee who was appointed to b ring  in  th e  memo­
ria l resolution fo r  S enator G arst.

I had not the p leasu re of a personal acquaintance of S enato r G arst, 
therefore I  am in a difficult s ituation  when I undertake to  eulogize th e  life 
and character of S enator G arst. However, M r. P residen t, I do feel th a t  
his life as a public ch a rac ter in Iowa fo r  a  num ber of years, regard less 
of the fac t th a t  I  did not know him personally , w as such th a t  I  adm ire 
the m an as one of the most ou tstanding  charac ters of public life  we ever 
had in Iowa.
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I am sure th a t  if I had had the pleasure of a personal acquaintance 
w ith  the senator I would have found m any lovable characteristics in his 
life.

The resolution was unanim ously adopted by a rising vote.

M ER R ITT W. HARMON

M r . P r e s i d e n t : Y our committee which was appointed to report reso­
lutions com m em orating the life, character, and services of the late M erritt 
W. H arm on, begs leave to subm it the following report, and moves its adop­
tion :

M e rritt W. H arm on was born June  25, 1844, in Seneca county, Ohio, 
and died a t the home of his son, Ray H arm on, in the city of Des Moines, 
A ugust 14, 1924. H is paren ts were M erritt, Sr., and M inerva (W alker) 
Harm on.

He w as the th ird  in a fam ily of five children. H is fa th e r  was a  P re s­
by terian  m in ister and preached un til he attained  the age of 94 years. The 
fam ily  moved to Lansing, M ichigan, in 1848, when Mr. Harm on was four 
years of age. There he attended school and la te r continued his educa­
tion in Dubuque county, Iowa. Still la te r  he became a student in Lenox 
College a t Hopkinton, Iowa. He was one of the first students of th a t 
college, spending two years the re  un til 1862. There he enlisted for serv­
ice in  the Civil W ar; so m any of the students enlisting th a t it was nec­
essary  to close the school tem porarily . He was 21 years of age a t  th a t  
tim e, and soon became sergeant of Company K of the Tw enty-first Iowa 
In fa n try . He lacked but two days of serving th ree years, and although in 
the th ickest of the fight and exposed to all kinds of dangers and h a rd ­
ships, he w as never wounded or confined to the hospital by illness. He 
p artic ipa ted  in the seige of V icksburg in 1863, and in the seige of Mobile 
in 1864-5.

He w as m ustered out a t Baton Rouge, La., Ju ly  15, 1865, and retu rned  
to his home sta te  w ith a most creditable record.

Soon afte rw ard  he w ent to the South to enter the employ of the Mobile 
•& Ohio R ailroad Company, spending one year in  Mobile, Ala. H is p a r ­
ents had moved to Cascade in  1856, and to H opkinton la te r where the 
fa th e r, who was a veteran  of the W ar of 1812, passed away in 1892, 
and the  M other in 1895.

Mr. H arm on came to B uchanan county in 1866, and fo r two years 
ta u g h t school in the county. He then became deputy postm aster of In ­
dependence in 1868, and served fo r two years. He w as adm itted to the 
b ar in November, 1869. He bu ilt up a la rge practice, and an enviable 
repu ta tion  as an attorney. M r. H arm on was the oldest member of the 
B uchanan County B ar a t  the tim e of his death. N aturally , a m an of 
Mr. H arm on’s character would be called upon to serve his fellow citizens. 
He w as honored by election to the S ta te  Senate of Iowa by his d is tric t in 
1875, and served in th a t capacity  in the Sixteenth, Seventeenth, E igh t­
eenth, N ineteenth, Tw enty-fourth  and Tw enty-fifth General Assemblies. 
He w as a member of the W ays and Means Committee for eight years, 
when Governor L arrabee was its  Chairm an. He was a member of the


