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JO SEPH  B. FLATT

MR. PRESIDENT: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable resolution 
commemorating the life, character and public service of the late Honorable Joseph 
B. Flatt, begs leave to submit the following memorial:

Joseph B. F latt was born in Des Moines, Iowa, December 24,1921. He was m arried 
to Dorothy Rothwell of Plover, Iowa, in May 1944 and she survives.

Mr. F la tt graduated from Lincoln High School in Des Moines and attended Drake 
University. He also attended the United States Army Command and General S taff 
College.

He served in the United States Army from 1941-1945 and received an infantry 
battlefield commission in Tunisia, North Africa in 1943.

Mr. F la tt owned and operated clothing stores in W interset, Des Moines and 
Ankeny.

He was first elected to the House of Representatives in 1958 as a m em ber of the 
58th General Assembly from Winterset. Later he was elected to the Iowa Senate 
from the Winterset area and served in the 59th, 60th, 60th extra, 61st, 62nd and 63rd 
General Assemblies. He resigned that seat after he moved to Ankeny.

He served in the National Guard as Lt. Colonel commanding the 2nd Battallion 
168th Infantry. In 1969 he became Brigadier General, Commander of Troops of the 
Iowa National Guard, and retired in that position in 1976.

Mr. F la tt was Past President of the W interset Chamber of Commerce, Past 
Commander of Sons of Union Veterans—Civil War, m em ber of American Legion 
and Lions Club, President Ankeny Chamber of Commerce, Vice President Iowa 
Clothiers Association, Chairman Iowa Civil W ar Commission, m em ber of the 
Governor’s Prayer Breakfast Committee, Chairman of the Polk County Building 
and Space Committee, Chairman of Ankeny Centennial Committee, member and 
Chairman of the Board of the Saylorville Baptist Church. He was a member of the 
Board of Directors of Faith  Baptist Bible College of Ankeny. He was awarded the 
Outstanding Citizen Award for service to community by the Ankeny Chamber of 
Commerce in March, 1980.

Mr. F la tt died March 10, 1980, in Sun City, Arizona. Besides his wife, he is 
survived by two sons, Joseph, Jr., Carmel, Indiana and Kevin, Ft. Riley, Kansas; and 
two daughters, Christine Abbott, Indianola, Iowa and Sharon Kennedy, Phoenix, 
Arizona.

Now Therefore, Be It Resolved by the Senate of the Sixty-eighth General Assembly of 
Iowa: That in the passing of the Honorable Joseph B. F latt, the State has lost an 
honored citizen and a faithful and useful public servant, and the Senate by this 
resolution would express its appreciation of his services to his community, state and 
nation and tender its sympathy and kindest regards to the members of his family.
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Be I t  F urther Resolved: T hat a copy of th is resolution be spread  upon the Jou rnal of 
the Senate and th a t the S ecretary  of the Senate be instructed  to fo rw ard  an  enrolled 
copy to each m em ber of his family.

RAY TAYLOR 
GARY L. B A U G H ER  
C. JO S E P H  COLEM AN

Committee

The resolution was unanim ously adopted.

DONALD S. McGILL

MR. P R E S ID E N T : Y our com m ittee, appointed to p repare  a su itable resolution 
com m em orating  the life, charac te r and  public service of the late H onorable Donald 
S. McGill, begs leave to subm it the following m em orial:

Donald Sherm an McGill was born  on a  farm  near Grandview , Iowa, Ju ly  20,1906, 
th e  son of Jam es and E liza  C rom er McGill. He attended  public schools in Grandview 
and  received a Bachelor of Science D egree from Parsons College, F airfie ld , in 1932. 
He did g radua te  w ork in school adm in is tra tion  a t the U niversity  of Iowa from 1936 
to 1938 and served in the field of public school adm inistra tion  for 27 years in Iowa 
and in Colorado. In 1934, he was m arried  to M erna Irvine, a  teacher in the.A lbia 
C om m unity School System; they had  one son, Jam es, who also becam e a teacher.

On his re tirem en t from the field of education, Mr. McGill re tu rn ed  to Iowa to live 
on and operate a  stock and g ra in  farm  near Melrose. He was actively involved in 
conservation and environm ental practices and w as a m em ber of the Lucas County 
Conservation Board. He was an active m em ber of the F a ith  U nited M ethodist 
C hurch, Russell, and of the Iowa-Des Moines Conference, serv ing  as county lay 
leader and p residen t of the board. He was also involved in a  num ber of civic 
activities.

In  1964, M r. McGill was elected to represen t Lucas, Monroe and W ayne Counties 
in the Iowa Senate d u ring  the S ixty-first G eneral Assem bly and  then Appanoose, 
Lucas and Monroe Counties d u rin g  the Sixty-second and S ixty-th ird  General 
Assem blies. D uring  his tenure  he served as chairm an and ran k in g  m em ber of the 
C onservation and R ecreation Com m ittee and as a  m em ber of eigh t other standing 
com m ittees.

Senator McGill died at the C hariton  M anor in C hariton on Ja n u a ry  23,1980, a t the 
age  of 73. He is survived by his widow, M erna of Russell; one son, Jam es of Pleasant 
Valley and three g randchild ren . ,

N ow  Therefore, Be It Resolved ley the Senate of the Sixty-eighth General Assem bly of 
Iowa: T hat in the passing of the H onorable Donald S. McGill, the S tate  has lost an 
honored citizen and a faithful and useful public servant, and the Senate by this 
resolution would express its appreciation  of his service to his com m unity, state and 
nation and  tender its sym pathy to the m em bers of his family.


