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the  n o r th e rn  p a r t  of th e  s ta te .  A p ro m in e n t  la y m a n  in th e  E p isco ­
pal C hurch, he was a m e m b e r  of th e  d iocesan  conv en tion  in  18 53 t h a t  
chose Rev. Or. H e n ry  W. Lee th e  f i r s t  b ishop  of Iowa. H is  w a s  in ­
deed  a w orthy  a n d  e ven tfu l  l ife ,  m a d e  se ren e  th r o u g h  th e  h a p p in e s s  
he im p a r ted  to o thers .  Those who re m e m b e r  h im  as a  m e m b e r  of an y  
o rg an iza t ion  recal l  w i th  p lea su re  th e  d ign if ied  c o u r te sy  t h a t  c h a r a c ­
terized his m anner .  His polished and eloquent o ra to ry  m ade  h im  
k now n as “ The S ilver T on gu ed  C ham pion  of Io w a  D em o cracy .”  H is  
public  career ,  as  well as  his  p r iv a te  life an d  h is  a t t r a c t iv e  p e r s o n a l i ty  
le f t  a las ting  im p ress ion  on th e  c o m m u n ity  in w h ich  he  lived so lon g  
and in which he was so highly  esteemed.

T he  end to th i s  long  life cam e w h en  tp th e  b u rd e n  of y ea rs  fell th e  
a f f l ic t ing  d isp e nsa t ion  t h a t  ca rr ied  aw ay h is  beloved  wife, w h o  p r e ­
ceded her  h u sb a n d  to th e  g re a t  beyond  by only six W’eeks. In  1867 
he  was m a r r ie d  to  Miss E ve lyn  W h i ta k e r ,  d a u g h te r  of C oll ins  W h i t ­
ak e r .  T h ree  ch i ld ren  su rv ive :  Mr. C la rence  W . R ic h a rd s  a n d  Mrs.
Clyde Ellsw 'orth  of D u b u q u e  and  Mrs. C la rk  L. P o o le  of Chicago.

Resolved, T h a t  th is  record be spread on th e  J o u rn a l  of th i s  body, 
an d  th a t  an engrossed  copy h e reo f  be t r a n s m i t t e d  to  h is  b e re a v e d  
family with the assurance  of the h igh apprecia tion  of .the Senate ,  of 
one of the s tu rdy  pioneers of Iowa legislation and  one so w o r th y  of 
honor, who was one of its members, even though  in  the  long ago. •

X. J. Sciikui ',
R o n i c n r  Q u i o i .k y ,

G .  E. H i l s t .n o k k ,

C om m i t t e e .

Tile r esolut ions  were ad op te d  u n a n i m o u s ly  l»y a  r i s in g  vote.

►senator Quigley,  f r o m  a specia l  commit t ee ;  s u b m i t t e d  the  fo l ­
lowing report  a n d  move d  i ts  ad o p t io n :

I .lliK K T Y  R A T O N  I 'M .l  O W S .

M b . P k k k i d k n t — Your committee, appointed to dra f t  reso lu tions on t h e  

d ea th  of th e  H o n o rab le  L ib e r ty  E a to n  F e l lo w s  t a k e  p le a su re  in  su b ­
m i t t in g  to the  Sen a te  th e  fo l low in g -rep o r t :

L iberty  E a to n  .Fellows w as b o rn  a t  C or in th ,  O ra n g e  C ounty , V e r ­
mont,  A ug us t  22, 1834. H e  lived w ith  h is  p a r e n t s  on  a  f a rm  a n d  a t ­
tended the  common school of Corinth and  la ter  a t tended  the  T he tfo rd  
Academy in Orange County, He removed to W isconsin  in 1856, and  to 
Allamakee County, Iowa, in 1857. Here he worked on a  farm, c lerked  in 
the county offices, took up the s tudy  of law and was adm it ted  to  the  ba r  
in 1862, locating at L ansing  and soon becoming one of the  lead ing  a t t o r ­
neys of Allamakee County.
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The county was. new and the  laws of Iowa were not settled. Many 
questions were met where there were no cases or precedents to refer  
to. The practitioner must possess a broad sense of r ight and justice 
and be able to present his a rgum ents  to the courts, not as a “ book 
w orm ,” but as a philosopher of law, assisting the courts in crystaliz- 
ing common sense into legal decisions.

in  the making of the common law, as expressed in our early  re ­
ports, L. E. Fellows exerts a g rea t influence. He was a member of 
the Iowa House of Representatives in the Eleventh and of the Sen­
ate in the Twelfth and Thirteenth General Assemblies, As a law­
m aker  he was careful,  honest and courageous, as shown by his s ta te ­
m ent in debate, when the question of publicity of the  acts and votes 
of members came up he said, “So far  as I am concerned I want my 
constituents to know where I stand. If any of my actions here be in 
opposition to the views of my constituents I am perfectly willing they 
should know it, and I do not w an t to screen other Senators by voting 
this, resolution down.”

In 1889 Governor Larrabee appointed L. E. Fellows Judge of the  
T h ir teen th  Judicial District to fill the  unexpired te rm  and serve the 
rem ainder of the  term. In 1894 Judge Fellows was elected Judge of 
the District Court of the  T h ir teen th  Judicial District. So able, im par­
tial 'and satisfactory was his conduct of the office th a t  he held the 
esteem of the united bar and the pe'ople of the district.  By common 
consent as a non-partisan he was continued in the office until his 
death, Ju ly  17, 1912.

In 1861 he was m arried  to Miss Mary S. Reed, who survives him. 
To this  union eleven children were born, eight of whom are now liv­
ing, and were a t  the bedside of th e ir  fa th e r  when he passed away. The 
sons were the pallbearers at the funeral, which was held in Lansing 
on the  afternoon of Ju ly  19, 1912.

Judge  Fellows was for several years a trustee  of the  Mount Pleas­
an t Hospital and also a trus tee  of Upper Iowa University. He was a 
mem ber of the Methodist Episcopal Church, and an active member of 
the Masonic order and served two years as Grand Master.

He lived the simple life and was a man who delighted to mingle 
with the people. He loved his home and was happy in his family. 
He was beloved by his neighbors and friends th roughou t all Iowa. 
He was honest and upright in all his dealings and  had the confidence 
and esteem of all who knew him. He was an excellent lawyer, stood 
high in his profession and either as a lawyer or a judge his whole 
purpose was to see tha t  equal justice was done.

Many were the h'onors conferred upon Judge Fellows in the Ma­
sonic order and by the people of the  state. He belonged to the people 
of his district,  and his whole purpose was to serve them.
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Resolved, T hat in the death  of Judge L iberty  E aton  Fellow s the 
Senate has lost a valuable fo rm er law m aker, th e  people an u p righ t 
judge, the com m unity in w hich he lived an exem plary citizen, the  fra ­
te rn ities  and church to w hich he belonged a tru e  b ro ther, and his 
fam ily a fa ith fu l and loving husband  and fa th e r; and be it fu rth e r

Resolved, T hat these reso lu tions be spread upon the  Jo u rn a l of the 
Senate, and th a t the Secretary of the  Senate be d irected  to fo rw ard  en­
grossed copies of these reso lu tions to th e  wife and fam ily  of the 
deceased.

R o b e u t  Q u i g l e y ,

E l i  C. P e r k i n s ,

F r e d e r i c  L a r b a h k e ,

Co mmi t te e .

The resolutions were adopted unanim ously by a rising vote.

Senator Crow, from a special committee, submitted the follow ­
ing report and moved its adoption:

ADDISON OLIVER.

Mr. P r e s i d e n t —Your committee appointed to draft suitable resolutions 
on the life and public service of the Honorable Addison Oliver, who was 
an honored member of the Senate of Iowa, beg leave to report the fol­
lowing memorial:

Addison Oliver, a member of the Senate of Iowa in the Eleventh and 
Twelfth General Assemblies, died a t his home in Onawa, Monona county, 
July 7th, 1912, when nearly seventy-nine years of age.

Mr. Oliver was a native of the county of W ashington, Pennsylvania, 
where he was born July 21, 1833, and in which county he was graduated 
from W ashington and Jefferson college a t the early age of seventeen. 
His first adventure into business of any kind was in teaching school in 
the state of Arkansas, where he taught two years. R eturn ing  to his 
native sta te  Mr. Oliver entered upon the study of law in the office of 
William Montgomery, a member of Congress, and was adm itted to the 
bar in 1857. Coming west shortly afterw ards, he made his home a t the 
then frontier town of Onawa, in 1858. He became a member of the 
county board of supervisors in 1861. In  1863 he was elected a repre­
sentative of the counties of Monona, Crawford and Sac to the Tenth 
General Assembly. Two years la ter he was elected to the Senate from 
the counties of Monona, Woodbury and th irteen  others, including in the 
list two yet unorganized; the d istric t being then practically  all of the 
northw estern part of the state. In the session of 1866 he was a member 
of the committees of Ways and Means, Railroads and Public Buildings. 
In 1868 he w'as chairm an of the committee on C onstitutional Amendments 
and a member of the Committees on Railroads and Incorporations. The 
first named committee was of the more im portance a t th a t session be­
cause of the fact tha t th a t General Assembly sent to the people the


