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Resolved, T hat these resolutions be entered in the Journal of the Senate 
and each member of the family be furnished an engrossed copy by the 
Secretary of the Senate.

E .  H .  H o y t ,
W . P. W h i p p l e ,
J o h n  P o l e y ,

Committee.
Adopted.

The resolutions were adopted by a rising vote.

Senator White, from the Special Committee appointed to draft 
suitable resolutions commemorative of the life of the Hon. Samuel 
H. Fairall, submitted the following report and moved its adoption:

M r . P r e s id e n t —Your committee appointed to  draft and present reso
lutions commemorative of the life, character and public services of the 
Hon. Samuel Husband F airall, late a member of the House of Representa
tives in the N inth General Assembly and in the Senate in the Twelth, 
Thirteenth, Fourteenth and F ifteenth  General Assemblies, beg leave to 
subm it the following as the ir report:

Samuel Husband F aira ll was born in Allegany County, Maryland, June 
21, 1835. He was fifth in direct descent from Samuel Snowden, who was 
a member of Prince George’s County Committee, to carry  into execution 
the association of the Continental Congress. H is ancestors, R ichard Snow
den, was captain of the provincal forces, 1700 to 1703. After attending 
various academies he entered W ashington College, a t W ashington, Pennsyl
vania, from which he graduated in June 1855. Resolving to enter the 
legal profession a t Iowa City, Iowa, he left M aryland and on October 1, 
1855, he reached Iowa City. Mr. F a ira ll entered the office of William 
Penn Clark, to  study law. Mr. Clark was Supreme Court Reporter at 
th is time. On June 21, 1856, he was adm itted to practice in  the Supreme 
Court on a certificate signed by ex-Judge J. C. Hall, Jam es Love, after
ward judge of the United States D istric t Court, and Colonel Sam Mar
shall. In  November, 1856, the young lawyer wedded Miss Ellen J. Work
man, whom he wooed and won during h is college days a t W ashington, 
Pennsylvania. They moved to the old homestead, east of Iowa City, in 
1858, where they have since resided, raising  a  family of five sons and 
two daughters. There a few years ago, Mrs. F a ira ll passed away. Leaving 
the law office of Mr. Clark, Mr. Fairall, in  1858, formed a partnership 
w ith Hon. J. B. Templin, one of the oldest and most prom inent members 
of the bar. In  1861 he formed a partnership  w ith Hon. Geo. J. Boal, 
un til 1873, the firm becoming one of the prom inent law firms of the west, 
having a  large lucrative practice in  sta te  and federal courts.

After 1873, Mr. F aira ll continued in  the practice of law until elected 
Judge of the E ighth  Judicial D istrict in  1886. In  1890 he was re-elected. In 
th a t responsible position he made a splendid record, w inning the highest 
commendation for judicial acumen and fairness from the practicing a t
torneys and received very few reversals of his decisions from the supreme 
court of the state. In  December, 1893, he resum ed the active practice 
of law and continued until the tim e of h is death. As a lawyer, especially
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in  the tr ia l of m any noted crim inal cases in all parts  of Iowa, he made 
a reputation which was not confined to his own state. He was eloquent 
and had th a t dram atic power and m agnatism  which impressed a ju ry  
w ith his extensive legal knowledge, was combined enough hum or to m ake 
his pleas in nearly  every case successful. Among the  b rillian t and pro
found lawyers of Iowa, he will always be ranked among the leader.

In  1861, Mr. F aira ll became a candidate for the House of Representa
tives as a Douglas dem ocrat and though the norm al republican m ajority  
in Johnson county was six hundred, he was elected by twenty-seven m a
jority. H is colleague, Hon. Rush Clark, Speaker of the House, put him  
on the Judiciary, Corporation and other im portant committees. Several 
im portant acts were passed a t th is  session and the records show th a t Mr. 
F aira ll took an active p a r t in the ir enactment. He declined a  re-nomi
nation, hut in 1864, he was elected a  member of the county hoard of 
supervisors, and served un til 1866, as agent for the relief fund to provide 
for the needs of the fam ilies of m any of the enlisted soldiers of the Union 
arm y who were destitute. He issued orders for $8,000 more th an  the 
board had fixed, but the generous action was condoned by the board and 
never forgotten by “The Boys in Blue” and th e ir  families. Mr. F a ira ll 
was also largely instrum ental while on the board of se ttling  the railroad 
bond of indebtedness of the county. In  1867 he was elected S tate Senator. 
In  the Senate he was chairm an of the committee to recommend m any 
am endm ents to the practice act, which were adopted and are now p art 
of the Code of 1897. In  1871 he was re-elected S tate Senator, though 
his opponent was the g reat republican statesm an, Hon. S. J. Kirkwood. 
I t  was largely due to his eloquent addresses and potent influence among 
his brother senators th a t legislative aid was given to  the S tate U niversity 
to establish the law and medical departm ent, and the friends of th a t 
institu tion  will ever remember the faith fu l work done for it by Senator 
Fairall. Though never a b itter partisan  he was a prom inent leader in  his 
party, having been a delegate to the sta te  convention for alm ost fifty 
years. He presided at the sta te convention which sent him  as a  delegate 
to the Nation Convention th a t nom inated H oratio Seymour, for president 
in 1868.

Judge F aira ll was for many years an active and efficient m em ber of 
T rin ity  Episcopal P ro testan t Church in Iowa City, Iowa, and one of its 
devouted and faith fu l vestrym en. The popularity of Judge F aira ll am ong 
all classes of people was due to h is genial, friendly disposition. H is 
brother lawyers testified to his courtesy, his w illingness to accomodate, 
his fra ternal feeling. As one of Iowa’s g reat lawyers his name will ever 
he prom inent in the h istory of the state.

In the w inter of 1874 the Iowa Senate appointed Senator F a ira ll a 
member of the committee to v isit northw est Iowa and investigate the con
ditions of the se ttlers brought to distress by the grasshopper afflicion of 
the previous summer. N orthwest had reason to  gratefully  rem em ber 
Judge Fairall. H is sym pathies were keenly aroused and he became a 
powerful friend in  the hour of dire need. A dju tan t General Baker engaged 
in  organizing relief for those who were suffering for food and clothing. 
Senator F aira ll encouraged the  movement and heartily  enlisted in  the
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work to secure from the General Assembly an appropriation to purchase 
seed for the spring planting. The constitutionality  of such appropriation 
was questioned but Senator F aira ll argued the point in  a convincing 
speech and won the case for the settlers. The men and women who 
passed through th a t experience are rapidly dim inishing, but they should 
keep green the memory of Sam F aira ll and look to it  th a t the survivors 
do not suffer forgetfullness. Judge F aira ll stood high in  h is  profession. 
He loved men and loved life. Even the poorest found in him a friend 
and helper, and his love for brothers, sisters, children and grandchildren 
was a genuine affection.

On March 8, 1909, Judge F aira ll passed away a t h is home in Iowa City, 
one th a t he had occupied for over fifty years, and on March 10, he was 
quietly laid away to eternal rest in  the fam ily lot in  beautiful Oakland. 
The masonic fra ternity , of which he was a member, being in charge 
of the ceremony, which were in accordance w ith the beautiful rites of 
the order. Peace to his ashes.

W h e r e a s , H is life, character and services t o  the state were such as 
to  entitle him  to the confidence and esteem of h is fellow citizens.

Resolved, T hat in the death of th is  prom inent citizen, h is city, county 
and sta te has suffered the loss of an active, energetic and influential 
citizen and his family the loss of a kind and indulgent father.

Resolved, T hat we do hereby extend to h is children and those near and 
dear to him  our sincere sym pathy in  th is hour of sorrow, and,

Be it  fu rther resolved, T hat these resolutions be entered in  the Journal 
and th a t the Secretary of the Senate be instructed to m ail an engrossed 
copy of these resolutions to the family of the decedent.

J. A. W h i t e ,
J .  H. A l l e n ,
J .  D . B r o w n ,

Committee.

Adopted.

The resolutions were adopted by a rising vote.

Senator Hunter, from the Special Committee appointed to draft 
suitable resolutions commemorative of the life of the Hon. Joseph 
S. Lawrence, submitted the following report and moved its adop
tion :

M r . P r e s id e n t —Your committee appointed to d raft resolutions upon 
the  life and services of the Honorable Joseph S. Lawrence, late of Sioux 
City, Iowa, beg leave to submit, herewith, the following report:

Joseph S. Lawrence was born in  Brooklyn, New York, October 12, 
1853 and was a son of the late W illiam Spencer Lawrence, born in Provi
dence, Rhode Island, 1824 and Mary Jane Lawrence, Nee Mangam, born 
in  Hyde Park, New York, 1825.

A fter the completion of an academic course of study in his native city
he entered Madison U niversity a t Hamilton, New York, from which insti
tu tion  he was graduated in  1875. Im m ediately following his graduation 
he took up the study of law in the office and under the direction of


