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HON. LA UR ITZ E N G E R

M r . S p e a k e r — Your committee appointed to p rep a re  resolutions com­
m em orating the life, charac ter and public service of the Hon. L au ritz  M. 
Enger, beg leave to subm it the following rep o rt:

L au ritz  M. E n g er w as born in N orway, November 3, 1856 and de­
parted  th is  life a t  his home, Decorah, Iowa, A ugust 2, 1920.

His fa th e r, M agnus Enger, w as a  fa rm er in N orw ay, w here he and 
his wife a re  both buried.

L auritz  M. E nger attended public school in his na tive  coun try  u n til 
he was fifteen years of age, bu t during  the la s t two y ears  of th is period 
was obliged to gain  his own livelihood. A t the age of fifteen he b o r­
rowed enough money to pay his passage to  the U nited S ta tes  and a f ­
te rw ard  worked a t  fa rm  labor in  order to pay  his debt. W hen th is  
was discharged, he continued a t  his form er occupation, w orking as a 
farm  hand during  the sum m er m onths and a ttend ing  d is tric t school 
in the w inters. He la te r  became a student a t  B reckenridge In s titu ­
tion in D ecorah and upon leaving th a t in stitu tion  secured a position 
as a clerk in a general store in th is city, re ta in in g  i t  fo r  six y ears  
the reafte r. A t the end of th a t  tim e he ren ted  a fa rm  b u t a f te r  o p e ra t­
ing it fo r two years re tu rned  to Decorah w here he purchased  a  shoe 
store, tu rn in g  his atten tion  to m ercantile pu rsu its . F o r  n ine years he 
continued to conduct th is  en terp rise and du ring  a portion  of th is  tim e 
was employed also in the Decorah postoffice as m ailing  clerk. H e then 
accepted a  position in the office of the D ecorah Posten, beginning in 
the m ailing departm en t and rising  until he had fu ll charge of sam e 
and la te r assisted in the editorial and business departm en ts. H e also 
did a g rea t deal o f illu s tra tin g  and he rem ained connected w ith  the  
paper fo r sixteen years, du ring  which tim e he also established him self 
in the insurance business. In th is line of w ork he w as active and in 
control of a large and represen tative patronage and num bered am ong 
the substan tia l business men of the city.

Mr. E nger w as elected to the House of R epresen tatives in  1910, 
was re-elected in 1912. He completed his legislative activ ities by serv­
ing w ith distinction in the Senate of the 36th and 37th G eneral A s­
semblies.

On the 10th of F eb ruary , 1880, Mr. E nger w as un ited  in m a rria g e  
to Miss B ertha  M yran, a daugh ter of Ashley and Asti'i (N elson) M yran, 
natives of Norw ay. Mr. and Mrs. E nger w ere the p a re n ts  of th ree  
children: Melvin, aged th irty -tw o, who is a professor in the  un iversity
of Illinois; Norval, aged th irty , county engineer of G ran t county, W ash­
ington; and A rth u r, a ss is tan t engineer a t  the experim ent s ta tion  of 
the State U niversity ' a t Tuscon, Arizona. He is an expert on road con­
struction and trave ls all over the sta te  in th is  capacity.

Mr. E nger was a devout member of the L u th e ran  ehurch and gave 
his political allegiance to the repubilcan party . He w as a  m em ber of
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the N orske Salskab Club and the Sym ra Club and w as well known in 
social circles a t  Decorah. He w as a m an of varied  in terests bu t all 
along lines of progress and im provem ent. W hile in  business affairs he 
achieved a g ra tify in g  m easure of p rosperity , he a t  the same tim e 
w rought along lines of the g rea test good to the g rea test number, his 
activities in  political and business fields providing of benefits to com­
m unity a t  large.

Therefore Be I t  Resolved, T hat the House of Representatives take 
th is occasion to express its appreciation of his character and public 
service and a t  th is  tim e extend to his surviving children its sincere 
sym pathy in  th e ir  sorrow, and

Be I t  Further Resolved, That a copy of the resolutions be spread 
upon the jo u rn a l of the House and th a t  the Chief Clerk be instructed 
to send an  engrossed copy to the children of the deceased.

O. G i l b e r t s o n ,

Wm. B e c k e r ,

J. H. A n d e r s o n ,

Committee.
A dopted M arch 23, 1921.

HON. F . F . ROE

M r . S p e a k e r —Your committee appointed to prepare resolutions com­
m em orating the life, character and public service of F . F. Roe beg 
leave to subm it the following rep o rt:

Whereas,  The Honorable Fergusen F. Roe, who was heretofore a 
member of the  House of R epresentatives from  Monona county during 
the tw enty-second (22d) and tw enty th ird  (23d) General Assemblies, 
departed  th is  life a t  his home n ea r C astana, Iowa, Ja n u a ry  5, 1920, and

Whereas,  H is record as a man, a legislator, a public official and a 
citizen, has been of the h ighest character, and

Whereas,  I t  is fitting th a t we should recognize in  some fitting m an­
ner, the passing of th is distinguished citizen, therefore be it

Resolved, By the House of R epresentatives of the sta te of Iowa, th a t ■ 
in  the death  of Ferguson F . Roe, the s ta te  of Iowa has suffered a loss.

“F erguson F . Roe w as born in  D arke county, Ohio, November 18, 
1832. He w as the fou rth  of a fam ily of eight children.

In  his youth Mr. Roe attended the d is tric t school in  Jackson town­
ship, D arke county, Ohio, and a t  the age of eighteen years commenced 
serving an apprenticeship a t the blacksm ith t r a d e .a t  which he served 
fo r about two years. The succeeding years he w as engaged in study­
ing in the  school again, bu t la te r removed to Union City, Rudolph coun­
ty , Ind iana, on the line and sta rted  a forge of his own, and there re ­
m ained un til September 1855 when selling his tools and packing up


