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of E llio tt, Iowa, and by a sister, Mrs. E lla  Moore, also of E lliott. One 
bro ther, George, and a sister, Mrs. M ary E. M ercer, preceded him in 
death.

A fter leaving the fa rm  east of E llio tt, M r. and M rs. D eW itt located 
in E llio tt, w here the deceased engaged in the  g ra in  and coal business. 
In  th is  business as in all business relations, M r. D eW itt was noted fo r 
his f a i r  and honest dealing.
. M r. D eW itt w as always interested in social, educational and civic 
affairs. He w as a t  the tim e of his death  a member of the Methodist 
church, also a member of the Masonic F ra te rn ity  and of the Modern 
Woodmen. F or m any years he w as a member of the city council and a t 
one tim e m ayor of E lliott. In  1908 he was elected to the office of state 
rep resen ta tive  from  M ontgomery county and served in the  T hirty -th ird  
General Assembly.

No m an’s life can be fu lly  appreciated  a p a r t from  the tim e in which 
he lived. M r. D eW itt found Iowa a p ra irie  sta te  w ithout roads, schools, 
churches or other civilizing influences. He le f t i t  a t  a tim e when roads 
of steel and concrete and other m eans of rap id  communication had 
revolutionized conditions of living; and when the  individualism  of the 
pioneer days w as gradually  yielding to social consciousness. In  all these 
movements he took a leading p a r t  and consequently honored, and was 
honored by, his county and state.

Therefore, B e  I t  Resolved by the House of Representatives of the 
Forty -fourth  General Assembly,  T hat we extend our sym pathies to the 
fam ily  and express our appreciation  of the life and character and public 
services of th e  H onorable C. E . DeW itt.

Be I t  F ur ther  Resolved, T h a t these resolutions be spread upon the 
Jo u rn a l of the House and the Chief Clerk be directed to send an enrolled 
copy to  the fam ily.

H o m e r  H u s h ,
F .  H . B e a t h ,
Ot h a  D . W b a r in ,

Committee.
Unanimously adopted April 13, 1931.

HONORABLE JA M E S W. E L L IS

M r. S p e a k e r : Y our committee, appointed to p repare  resolutions
com m em orating the life and services of the Honorable Jam es W. Ellis, 
fo rm er member of the House of R epresentatives from  Jackson county, 
beg leave to  subm it the following m em orial:

Jam es W. E llis, rep resen ta tive  from  Jackson county in the Thirty- 
th ird  and T h irty -fo u rth  General Assemblies, was born in Indiana, Novem­
ber 25, 1848, of Revolutionary stock. Came to Jackson County, Iowa, 
in 1852, received a common school education and grew  up on the farm  
which w as his home un til 1907, when he moved to  M aquoketa. Served 
his country th ree years as a p rivate in Company H, F ifth  U nited States 
In fa n try , on the fron tiers . Member of Soldiers’ Relief Commission eight 
years. Served as com mander of A. W. D rips Post, G. A. R., commander
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of R. M. Anderson Command No. 5, Union V ete ran s’ U nion; Com m ander 
of the D epartm ent of Iowa, Union V eterans’ Union, and depu ty  com- 
m ander-in-chief of the N ational Command of th a t  order. H ad  been 
secretary  and tre a su re r  of the M aquoketa P ioneer and Old S e ttle r ’s 
Society fo r twelve years, and in 1903 organized the Jackson County 
H istorical Society, which w as incorporated, and w as sec re ta ry  and 
cu ra to r of the same. On October 16, 1870, w as m arried  to Miss M ary 
M. Forbes, who w as also of Revolutionary an ces try ; she died in M arch, 
1907. They had fou r children who lived to grow  to manhood and w om an­
hood, one son and th ree  daughters, F ran k  E., M rs. Jesse M iller, and 
Mrs. F red  A lbright of M aquoketa and Mrs. Orville E astm an  of Clinton. 
He was elected rep resen ta tive  in 1908 and re-elected in 1910. A demo­
c ra t in politics. Mr. E llis was a useful m em ber of num erous o rg an iz a ­
tions, Congregational Church, K iwanis Club, Cham ber of Com merce and 
of several Masonic orders, Jackson Lodge I. O. O. F ., and Peerless Lodge 
K. of P. D uring his te rm  in the L egislature he succeeded in ra is in g  a 
fund to remove the  body of Ansel Briggs, Iow a’s firs t governor, from  
its resting  place in O m aha to Andrew, Jackson county, the home of the 
executive when he became the governor of the sta te , a f te r  w hich he 
secured from  the s ta te  an appropriation  of $1,000.00 fo r  th e  erection 
of a suitable monum ent. Mr. E llis spent m any years diligently  collecting 
historical fac ts  and recording them  fo r the  people of his county. H is 
books are  thorough and complete, especially his s ta n d a rd  h is to ry  of 
Jackson county. He realized the value of th e  happenings of fifty  years 
ago— it was h istory— and is of vital im portance as connected w ith  the 
history of the p resen t time. An active useful life has closed, b u t not 
until a f te r  g rea t good had been done and much honor a tta in ed . The 
sta te  is f a r  b e tte r fo r  the life of Jam es W. Ellis.

Therefore, Be I t  Resolved by the House of Representatives  o f  the 
F orty-fourth  General Assembly, T hat in the passing  of the  H onorable 
Jam es W. E llis the  s ta te  has lost an honored and valued citizen  and a 
man of high ideals.

Be I t  F u r th er  Resolved, T h a t a copy of these resolutions be sp read  
upon the Jou rna l of the House and th a t the Chief C lerk be d irected  to 
send an enrolled copy to the fam ily of the  deceased.

C a r o l y n  C . P e n d r a y ,
J . H . T h i e s s e n ,
H .  C . F i n n e r n ,

Committee.
Unanimously adopted April 13, 1931.

HON. D. M. GIBSON

M r . S p e a k e r : Y our committee, appointed to  p rep a re  reso lu tions in
commemoration of the life, character and services of the Hon. D. M. 
Gibson, begs leave to  subm it the following re p o rt:

D. M illard Gibson, son of E. P. and E d ith  M illard  Gibson, w as born 
in Osceola, Iowa, Septem ber 11, 1868, and died a t  his home n ea r  th a t  
city June 1, 1930. W ith the exception of th ree  years d u rin g  which


