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th e  jo u rn a l of th e  H ouse an d  th a t  the Chief C lerk  be ask ed  to  send  a 
copy of th is reso lu tion  to the surviving m em bers of the  fam ily .

J . W. H a n n a ,
H .  B . M o r g a n ,
E .  P .  H a r r is o n ,

Committee.
Adopted March 23, 1921.

HON. WILLARD CHAUNCEV EARLE

Mr. S p e a k e r —Your committee appointed to prepare resolutions com
memorative of the life, character and public service of the Hon. W illard  
C. Earle, late of Allamakee county, beg leave to report the follow ing 
memorial:

Hon. W illard Chauncey Earle was born in  Honesdale, Pa., Oct. 7, 1833.

His family is of old English origin and the line can be traced  back 
directly to a  Saxon ancestor who lived in Great B rita in  before the N or
man conquest. I t is also of old American establishm ent, its  first rep re 
sentative in th is country having settled in Newport, R. I., as early  as 
1634.

In  the requirem ent of an education, Mr. Earle attended public school 
in Pennsylvania and M assachusetts, and later, under a private tu to r, p re
pared to enter Brown university. Because of his health  he was obliged 
to abandon th is  intention  and joined his elder brother, going w est to  
Tiffin, Ohio, where both engaged in  railroad work.

In  1854 he came from Ohio to Iowa, locating in W aukon in  Ju n e  of 
th a t year, where for more than  65 years he m aintained his residence.

Had he no other claim to the respect of his fellow citizens, his long and 
loyal service in  the Civil W ar would constitute a valid and a la sting  one. 
Among the first to respond to President L incoln’s call for volunteers for 
service in the Civil W ar, he joined Company B, 12th Iowa V olunteer 
Infantry , being elected captain.

He participated in num erous im portant engagem ents, am ong w hich 
were the battles of F o rt Henry, F o rt Donelson, Shiloh, Jackson, B lack 
R iver Bridge, Champions Hill and Vicksburg. A fter the la tte r  engage
ment, Captain Earle was ordered to raise a regim ent of colored troops. 
He carried th is work to successful completion, and, m uch to his su rp rise , 
received the commission of colonel of the regim ent, w hich was en tire ly  
unsolicited on his part. The regim ent participated  in the battle of Natchez 
and in the campaigns along the M ississippi River, and rem ained in  active 
service till the close of the war. He was onte of the few soldiers of the 
Civil W ar who ‘never applied for, and would never accept, a pension.

W ith a creditable m ilitary  record of brave, able and loyal service, Col. 
Earle received his honorable discharge and retu rned  to W aukon, whence
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he w en t to  Chicago to  en te r R ush  M edical College, w here he took a
course of lec tu res  in  1865-1866,

H e a tten d ed  Jefferson M edical College in  P h iladelph ia , w here he com
pleted  h is  s tu d ies , g rad u a tin g  w ith  the  class of 1867. He th en  re tu rn ed  to  
W aukon, en te red  in to  p a rtn e rsh ip  w ith  Dr. I. H. H edge and  began the  
p rac tice  of h is  profession. L a te r , th e  p a rtie s  estab lished  a  d rug  store. 
In  1870 D r. E a rle  pu rchased  h is  p a r tn e r’s in te re s t and  added to h is  stock 
a fine line  of genera l m erchand ise. In  p a rtn e rsh ip  w ith  h is b ro th er he
also  w as engaged in  th e  b u y ing  and  sh ipp ing  of stock and g ra in . Upon
th e  dea th  of h is  b ro th e r in  1885, D r. E a rle  took over th a t business and 
con tinued  i t  ac tive ly  fo r m any  years. H e gave largely  of h is tim e and 
m eans in  successfu lly  p rom oting  th e  W aukon & M ississippi R ailroad . 
H e b u ilt su b s tan tia l business blocks, had  valuab le  A llam akee county 
fa rm in g  land , and  w as p res id en t of th e  C itizens S ta te  bank  of W aukon.

A fte r th e  close of the  Civil W ar, Dr. E a rle  identified h im self w ith  th e  
repub lican  p arty . In  1884, how ever, he jo ined th e  dem ocratic p a rty  and  
w as elected^ to  the low er H ouse of th e  19th G eneral Assem bly, and  as 
th e  dem ocratic  nom inee in  1906, he w as aga in  elected to  th e  low er H ouse 
an d  served as the rep re sen ta tiv e  of A llam akee county in  th e  32nd and  
32nd Special G eneral A ssem blies in  a  constructive  and  progressive way.

D uring  h is  65 years of residence in  A llam akee county, h is  ac tiv ities  
influenced in  an  im p o rtan t w ay p rac tica lly  every phase of county and  
m u n ic ipa l advancem ent, and  h is  g rea t success w as a  rew ard  of an  u p 
r ig h t life , h igh  in its  pu rposes and  constructive  in  its  effect.

On Ja n u a ry  1, 1860, Mr. E a rle  w as un ited  in  m arriag e  w ith  Miss E llen  
A. H edge of W aukon, to  w hich un ion  th ree  ch ild ren  w ere born, tw o of 
w hich, Mrs. M innie C. H em enw ay and  C arleton  H . E arle , w ith  Mrs. 
E arle , su rv ive  him .

D r. E a rle  died a t St. P e te rsb u rg , F la ., F eb ru a ry  10, 1920, and in te rm en t 
w as a t  W aukon, Iow a, A pril 16, 1920.

Noiv Therefore, Be I t  Resolved, By the H ouse of R epresen ta tives of 
th e  T h irty -n in th  G eneral A ssem bly, th a t  in  th e  dea th  of Dr. W. C. E a rle  
th e  s ta te  and  com m unity  w here he lived have suffered th e  loss of an  
in fluen tia l, u p rig h t and  v a lia n t c itizen ; and

Be I t  F urther Resolved,  T h a t a  copy of these  reso lu tions be sp read  
upon th e  jo u rn a l of th e  H ouse and th a t  th e  chief c lerk  be d irected  to  send 
an  engrossed  copy thereo f to  th e  w idow of th e  deceased.

I. E .  B e e m a n ,
W m . B e c k e r , .
J. R. B l a k e ,

Committee.
Adopted March 23, 1921.


