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Mara thon .  I n  1895 h e  w e n t  in to  t h e  g r a i n  bus iness  and  moved t o  
L a u r e n s  a n d  opera ted  a l ine of c o u n t r y  g r a i n  e levators  f o r  over  t h i r t y  
yea rs .  H e  moved h i s  gene ra l  office t o  Spencer  i n  1903, w h e r e  h e  lived 
t h e  ba lance  of h i s  l i fe .  

M r .  De  Wolf w a s  a public sp i r i ted  m a n ,  who  contr ibuted much t o  com
m u n i t y  development a n d  h e  served a s  a member  of t h e  school board  in  
Spencer  f o r  m a n y  years .  A Republ ican,  act ive  in  politics since h e  
became of age ,  M r .  De  Wolf a t  t h e  a g e  of t h i r t y  served a s  Representa t ive  
of t h e  Seventy-s ixth Dis t r ic t ,  composed of Pocahon tas  and  Humboldt  
counties  in  t h e  Twenty-seventh  Genera l  Assembly  of Iowa d u r i n g  t h e  
y e a r s  1898-99. D u r i n g  h i s  service i n  t h e  l eg i s la tu re  h e  received consider
able  recognit ion preceding p a s s a g e  of t h e  bui ld ing  a n d  loan bill. 

I n  1891, d u r i n g  h i s  residence a t  Rock Valley,  h e  m a r r i e d  El izabeth  
Pren t ice ,  w h o  preceded h i m  in  d e a t h .  One son, M a r i s  E. ,  a n d  t h r e e  
daugh t e r s ,  Gail ,  H e s t e r  a n d  Mabel,  w e r e  b o r n  t o  t h i s  union.  

M r .  D e  Wolf  passed  a w a y  on  December  7,  1948, a t  h i s  home i n  Spencer  
a n d  i s  survived b y  Mrs .  C. J .  Obrech t  a n d  H e s t e r  D e  Wolf .  

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Fifty-
third General Assembly of Iowa: T h a t ,  i n  t h e  p a s s i n g  of t h e  Honorable  
Mer ton  E .  D e  W o l f ,  t h e  s t a t e  h a s  los t  a va luab le  a n d  honored citizen a n d  
t h e  House  expresses  i t s  apprec ia t ion  of h i s  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  public service 
a n d  t enders ,  b y  t h i s  resolution,  i t s  s incere  a n d  h e a r t f e l t  sympa thy  t o  h i s  
beloved f a m i l y  i n  t h e i r  g r e a t  s o r r o w  a n d  loss. 

Be It Further Resolved: T h a t  a copy of t h i s  resolut ion be  spread upon 
t h e  J o u r n a l  of t h e  House  a n d  t h a t  t h e  Chief Clerk b e  directed t o  f o r w a r d  
a n  enrolled copy t o  t h e  f a m i l y  of t h e  deceased. 

LOUJS L .  KOPRIVA, 

A .  H .  AVERY, 

NORMAN NORLAND, 

Committee. 

Memoria l  t o  t h e  Honorable  F r e d  D u r b i n  of Mills County 

MR. SPEAKER: Y o u r  committee,  appointed  t o  p r e p a r e  a sui table resolu
tion commemora t ing  t h e  l i fe ,  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  publ ic  service of t h e  l a t e  
Honorable  F r e d  Durb in ,  begs  leave t o  submi t  t h e  fol lowing memor ia l :  

F r e d  Durb in ,  t h e  son of J o s h u a  a n d  A l m i r a  Durb in ,  w a s  born i n  t h e  
f a r m  home of h i s  p a r e n t s  n e a r  Emer son ,  M a y  31, 1876, a n d  died a t  h i s  
Malvern  home December  14, 1946. H i s  p a r e n t s  c a m e  t o  eas te rn  Iowa  
only f o u r  y e a r s  before ,  t r ave l i ng  in  a covered wagon  which t h e y  h a d  
cont inued t o  u s e  a s  t h e i r  residence un t i l  a n e w  house  could be  buil t .  H e  
passed h i s  boyhood on t h e  f a r m ,  l e a r n i n g  t h e  skills a n d  resourcefulness  
which such a n  envi ronment  demanded'. T h e  D u r b i n  f a r m  home w a s  con
sidered one of t h e  mos t  hospi table  i n  e a s t e r n  Mills county  and i n  l a t e r  
y e a r s  M r .  D u r b i n  o f t e n  recal led t h e  m a n y  g'uests whom t h e y  h a d  en te r 
ta ined  in  t h e  l a r g e  f a m i l y  home w h e r e  t h e  b o a r d  w a s  n e a r l y  a lways  se t  
w i th  a n  e x t r a  p l a t e  a n d  a special room w a s  k e p t  i n  read iness  f o r  a n y  who  
m i g h t  wish  t o  s t a y  t h e  n igh t .  

M r .  D u r b i n  continued h i s  schooling a t  t h e  Unive r s i ty  of Iowa a f t e r  h e  
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finished h i s  secondary work. H e  w a s  g ran ted  a Bachelor of L a w  degree  
f r o m  t h a t  inst i tut ion in  1898. 

A f t e r  completing h i s  schooling h e  re turned  t o  Mills county and  took a 
position in t he  S t r a h a n  & Chris ty Bank  in Malvern.  H e  followed t h a t  
calling f o r  t h e  remainder  of h i s  l ife,  cont inuing a s  cashier  un t i l  t h e  
S t r a h a n  & Chr is ty  Bank  became t h e  Malvern Nat ional  Bank,  a n d  t h e n  
a s  president .  Under  his  direction t h e  bank  changed i t s  organizat ional  
p lan  t o  t h e  Malvern  T r u s t  & Savings Bank  i n  t h e  1920's a n d  h e  con
tinued a s  pres ident  of t h a t  inst i tut ion unt i l  t h e  sp r ing  of 1946 w h e n  
he sold t h e  m a j o r i t y  interests  b u t  continued on a s  director  un t i l  only a 
few days be fo re  h i s  death.  

Mr .  Durb in  also maintained h i s  in te res t  in  f a r m i n g  th roughou t  h i s  l i fe ,  
a lways t ak ing  a n  active interest  in  t h e  operation of h i s  land.  H e  w a s  
also active in  civic and  community affairs .  I n  1917 h e  w a s  elected a s  
county Representat ive in  t he  s ta te  General Assembly and  w a s  re-elected 
in 1919. F o r  m a n y  yea r s  h e  w a s  a member of Silver U r n  Masonic lodge, 
serving a t e r m  a s  m a s t e r  of th i s  organization.  H e  w a s  a member  of t h e  
Methodist Church. 

On November 27, 1901, h e  w a s  mar r i ed  to  M a r y  Chr is ty  and  t h e y  a t  
once established the i r  home in  Malvern.  The  Durb ins  h a d  one daugh te r ,  
Dorothy, now Mrs.  Leo Hoefer ,  of Omaha.  H e  is  survived b y  Mrs.  D u r 
bin, Mr .  and  Mrs.  Hoefe r  and  two grandchi ldren,  Freddie  a n d  J o a n ;  t w o  
sisters,  Mrs.  R .  L .  Ha le  and  Mrs .  J .  W .  B a e r  of Malvern ;  a b ro ther ,  
James ,  of Emerson.  

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Fifty-
third General Assembly of Iowa: T h a t ,  in  t h e  pass ing  of t he  Honorable  
F r e d  Durbin,  t he  s ta te  h a s  lost a valuable and  honored citizen a n d  t h e  
House expresses i ts  appreciation of h i s  cha rac te r  and  public service a n d  
tenders, by  th is  resolution, i ts  sincere and  h e a r t f e l t  sympthy  t o  h i s  be
loved f ami ly  in  the i r  g r e a t  sorrow and  loss. 

Be It Further Resolved: T h a t  a copy of th i s  resolution be sp read  upon  
t h e  Jou rna l  of t he  House and  t h a t  t h e  Chief Clerk be directed t o  f o r w a r d  
a n  enrolled copy to  t h e  fami ly  of t h e  deceased. 

H E N R Y  W .  W A S H B U R N ,  

CARL T .  ANDERSON, 

CARROLL L .  BROWN,  

Committee. 

Memorial t o  t he  Honorable Otto Fuel l ing of Clayton County 

MR. SPEAKER: Y o u r  committee, appointed t o  p r e p a r e  a suitable resolu
tion commemorating t he  l ife,  cha rac te r  a n d  public service of t h e  l a t e  
Honorable Otto Fuelling1, begs leave to submit  t h e  following memor ia l :  

Otto Fuelling- w a s  born March 20, 1889, i n  Fa rmer sbu rg ,  Iowa. H e  
graduated  f r o m  high school t he re  and  at tended a business college i n  
Cedar Rapids, Iowa, f o r  two years .  On May  12, 1910, h e  w a s  m a r r i e d  t o  
Genevieve Brown and  in  t he  same  y e a r  wen t  in to  t h e  lumber business  
with his f a t h e r .  Otto Fuel l ing w a s  a member of t h e  German L u t h e r a n  
Church, belonged t o  t h e  Masons, t h e  Shr ine  and  t h e  Consistory. H e  w a s  


