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J. LeRoy Drake, son of Samuel R. and M argaret Jane Raymond Drake, 
was born September 2, 1892, a t Dixon, in Scott County, Iowa, and died 
a t  Pella, in Marion County, Iowa, Jan u ary  20, 1965, a t  the age of 72 years.

He was educated in the high school a t Columbus Junction, where he 
started  his long career in banking by working as a part-tim e bank em­
ployee of the F arm ers & M erchants S tate Bank.

Mr. D rake served continuously in the banking field, w ith the exception 
of his tours of duty with the armed forces during World W ars I and II. 
In 1946 he became affiliated with the Pella N ational Bank as Executive 
Vice President, la ter served as P resident and Chairman of the Board and 
a t  the time of death, a member of the board. He served as a special bank 
examiner and was a member of the Iowa Bankers Association. He was a 
32nd degree Mason, a member of Pella Lodge No. 55, A.F. & A.M., Kaaba 
Shrine of Davenport, and the Pela Van Veen-Van H em ert Legion Post 
No. 89.

Surviving Mr. Drake is his widow, the form er Frances Lee Chacey of 
Richland, Iowa.

Mr. Drake, a Democrat, served in the Iowa House of Representatives in 
the F orty-fourth  session, as a representative of Keokuk County.

Therefore, Be I t  Resolved by the House o f Representatives of the Sixty- 
first General Assembly o f Iowa: T hat in the passing of the Honorable J. 
LeRoy Drake the state has lost an honored citizen and a faithful and 
useful public servant, and the House by th is resolution would express its 
appreciation of his service, and tender its sym pathy to  the members of 
his family.

Be I t  F urther Resolved: T hat a copy of th is resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the House and th a t the Chief Clerk be directed to forward 
an enrolled copy to the fam ily of the deceased.

K e i t h  H. D u n t ON, 
A r m o u r  B oot ,
E l d o n  M . M organ ,

Committee.

W ILLIAM  J. D R EESSEN

M r . S p e a k e r : Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable reso­
lution commemorating the life, character and public service of the late 
Honorable William J . Dreessen, begs leave to  submit the following me" 
m orial:

William J . Dreesen, the eldest of eight children, was born to Herman 
and M argaret Dreessen, on A ugust 19, 1890, on a  farm  in Jackson Town­
ship in Crawford County, Iowa. Both of his parents were born in Ger­
many. He was educated and grew to manhood in the vicinity of Ja ckso  
Township.

He was m arried to W ilhelmina Groen also o f  Jackson T o w n sh ip  00 
March 12, 1913. Six children were born to this union.

Mr. Dreessen farm ed in Jackson Township where he also served as 
assessor. He was a member of the Forty-fifth and Forty-fifth Extra,
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Forty-sixth and Forty-sixth Extra, and Forty-seventh sessions of the Gen­
eral Assembly. He also served in the special sessions of the thirties when 
the State of Iowa and the whole nation were in dire stress. These sessions 
and his service were of benefit to all as they supported agriculture and 
the small business of Iowa.

He was elected Crawford County Supervisor and took office in January 
of 1948 and except for one term served continuously a t tha t capacity until 
his death, at which time he was chairman of the board. He passed away 
suddenly in Denison, Iowa, on October 20, 1964 a t the age of seventy-four 
years.

Mr. and Mrs. Dreessen moved to Denison, Iowa, on May 20, 1948, and 
made their home there since that time. He had been a member of the 
Masonic order and a member of the Presbyterian Church and served in 
church offices. He also held office of Democratic Committeeman.

Mr. Dreessen is survived by his wife, Wilhelmina; three daughters, Mrs. 
Glen Hollander of West Des Moines, Iowa; Mrs. Ralph Alter of Coffey- 
ville, Kansas; and Mrs. Lowell Miller of Cedar Rapids, Iowa; three sons, 
Alfred W. Dreessen of Wall Lake, Iowa; Marvin Dreessen of Vail, Iowa; 
and Leonard Dreessen of Vail, Iowa; ten grandchildren, six great grand­
children, four sisters. He was preceded in death by his parents and three 
brothers.

Therefore, Be I t  Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Sixty- 
first General Assembly of Iowa: That in the passing of the Honorable 
William J. Dreessen the state has lost an honored citizen and a faithful 
and useful public servant, and the House by this resolution would express 
its appreciation of his service, and tender its sympathy to the members 
of his family.

Be It Further Resolved: That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the House, and that the Chief Clerk be directed to forward 
an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased.

H aro ld  J. H o u s t o n , 
L a M a r  F o s t e r , S r ., 
A r t h u r  C. H a n s o n ,

Committee.

W. E. (PENN) ECKLES
M r . S p e a k e r : Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable reso­

lution commemorating the life, character and public service oi the a e 
Honorable W. E. (Penn) Eckles, begs leave to submit the following me­
morial :

- W. E. (Penn) Eckles was born near New Kingston, Pennsylvania Oc­
tober 28, 1882, and passed away a t Britt, Iowa, on May 17, 1965, a t the 
ago of 82 years.
x;Mr. Eckles was educated in the schools of New Kingston and Kost 
Normal, Mechanicsburg, Pennsylvania. He came to Iowa in 1902 and 
settled near Goldfield; farmed for several years, owned and operated a 
meat market in Goldfield for four years.




