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On May 24, 1874, M r .  Dayton w a s  marr ied  t o  Miss M a r y  M .  Wilcox 
a t  Waukon. To th i s  union were  born  a son, H a r r y  L., a n d  a d a u g h t e r ,  
Ruby,  now Mrs .  W .  H .  Niehaus,  a t  whose home h e  died on A p r i l  19, 1928. 
H e  is  survived b y  his  daughter  and  eleven grandchi ldren a n d  t h r e e  g r e a t  
grandchildren.  

Mr .  Dayton w a s  over ninety-one yea r s  of age  a t  t h e  t i m e  of h i s  dea th .  
Unt i l  a f e w  months  before  his  death  h e  visited h i s  office dai ly .  H e  w a s  
a n  honored member of h i s  profession and  a cul tured,  cour teous  gent le ­
man,  a scholar of t h e  old school. H e  w a s  a mas te r  of t h e  E n g l i s h  l a n ­
guage  and  his  conversation a s  well a s  t h e  pleadings a n d  a r g u m e n t s  
submitted t o  t he  cour t  b y  th i s  scholarly dean of t h e  Iowa  b a r  w e r e  
per fec t  i n  composition a n d  expression and  we re  enjoyed a n d  apprec ia t ed  
b y  all. 

Words  a r e  inadequate to  give expression t o  any th ing  t h a t  wou ld  a d d  
t o  t he  charac ter  and  conduct of t h i s  honest, honorable gen t l eman ,  who  
w a s  t ru ly  a n  honor t o  h i s  profession and  a credi t '  t o  h i s  r a ce .  One  of 
t h e  very las t  of t h a t  s t u rdy  and  rugged generat ion t h a t  l a id  t h e  f o u n d a ­
t ion of h i s  beloved s ta te ,  broad,  s t rong  and  deep. One more  of Iowa ' s  
s turdy  oaks  h a s  fa l len.  His  service and  devotion t o  h i s  s t a t e ,  f a m i l y ,  
neighbors and  f r i ends  will be  fo rever  t reasured  i n  ou r  m e m o r y  u n t i l  w e  
meet  and g ree t  him over there .  

Although h e  lived well over h i s  alloted t ime, h i s  county  a n d  s t a t e  
and  the  community in which h e  lived will sadly miss t h i s  scholar ly,  h igh  
souled, Chris t ian gentleman. I n  recognition of t h e  value of h i s  exempla ry  
l i f e  and service and  a s  a n  expression of our  appreciat ion of t h e  c h a r a c t e r  
of th is  splendid American,  

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the 
Forty-third, General Assembly, T h a t  in t h e  dea th  of Honorab le  H e n r y  
Dayton, t h i s  s t a te  h a s  lost a public spirited citizen, a n d  t h e  b a r  of I o w a  
one of i t s  most  distinguished and  honored members a n d  t h i s  House  b y  
these resolutions extends i t s  sincere sympathy t o  h i s  su rv iv ing  re la t ives .  

Be It Further Resolved, T h a t  t h i s  resolution be sp read  on t h e  r ecords  
of th is  House, and a n  enrolled copy thereof be sen t  t o  t h e  su rv iv ing  
relatives. 

J .  E .  O ' B R I E N ,  

C. J .  ORR,  

A .  T .  ISTAD, 

Committee. 
Unanimously adopted April 8, 1929. 

H O N .  E L I  DOTSON 

MR. SPEAKER: Your  committee appointed t o  p r e p a r e  su i tab le  resolu­
tions commemorating t h e  l i f e  and  service of t h e  Honorable E l i  Dotson, 
la te  of J a s p e r  county, Iowa, beg leave t o  submit  t h e  fo l lowing memor ia l :  

El i  E u p h r a t e s  Dotson w a s  t h e  son of Charles  A.  Dotson a n d  Mar ion  
Do'son, born  in E d g a r  county, Illinois, F e b r u a r y  20, 1847. H e  c a m e  
wi th  h i s  pa ren t s  t o  J a s p e r  county, Iowa, on M a r c h  20, 1848, and  h i s  
pa ren t s  a t  t h a t  t ime  located on t h e  homestead about  t w o  a n d  one-half 

112 



1778 JOURNAL O P  T H E  HOUSE 

miles nor th  of Colfax, Iowa, where he  spent his boyhood days. H e  a t ­
tended the  r u r a l  schools, Mitchellville Seminary, and graduated f r o m  
Grinnell College. He t augh t  in t h e  r u r a l  schools and later  was  principal 
of Colfax High School f o r  several years.  H e  served in t h e  Eighteenth 
and Nineteenth General Assemblies. H e  was  a member of Riverside 
Lodge No. 389, A .  F .  & A.  M.; Geber Chapter,  Knights Templar, Za-Ga-
Zig Shrine and Eastern  S ta r .  He was  married to  Mary E .  Hurs t  in 1868, 
and to  them were born nine children, f o u r  of whom a re  living, Ulysses 
S. Dotson of Salem, Oregon; Mrs. Ed.  Bolen of Grinnell, Iowa; Eli  E .  
Dotson, J r . ,  of Escondedo, California, and Seymour H .  Dotson of Belle 
Flower, California. H e  and his first wi fe  were divorced and he  a f t e r ­
wards  married Mrs. Anna Triplett ,  who died October 2, 1925. To them 
were born one son, Hugh L. Dotson, now of Exeter ,  New Hampshire. 
December 16, 1926, he married Mrs. Olivia York who survives him. H e  
died Saturday noon, December 26, 1928, a f t e r  a short  illness a t  Colfax, 
Iowa, and was  buried a t  t h e  McKeever cemetery, which is located about 
th ree  and one-half miles nor th  of Colfax. 

E l i  Dotson was  one of t h e  earliest settlers of Jaspe r  county. He 
identified himself with agricul ture and was  a t  the  t ime of his death 
owner of about three  hundred acres of the  best of' Iowa soil. H e  was  
one of t he  directors of the F i r s t  National Bank of Colfax, was  a n  
enthusiastic church worker, and always identified himself with any  
wor thy  community activity. The people of his  community were never 
in doubt a s  to  his position on any  question. H e  never decided any  
question on expediency, but  on i ts  merits. Mr. Dotson's acquaintance i 
and influence was  not limited to  his  county. H e  was  well known by  the  
leading men of the  state, and his influence was  f e l t  wherever he was  
known. His influence in shaping the  destinies of his community and  
county cannot be overestimated. H e  l e f t  with his f r iends  a memory of 
a n  honest, strong, upr ight  l i fe and they  feel they have sustained a n  
irreparable loss. 

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the 
Forty-third General Assembly of the State of Ioiva, T h a t  t he  foregoing 
memorial be  adopted as  its appreciation of t he  l i fe  &nd character and 
public service of the Honorable Eli  Dotson. 

Be It Further, Resolved, T h a t  these resolutions be spread on the  
records of th i s  House, and a n  enrolled copy thereof be sent to  the family 
of t he  deceased. 

C H A S .  E .  BAKER,  

FRED W .  NELSON,  

A Z E L  MCILRATH, 

Committee. 
Unanimously adopted April 8, 1929. 

HON. GEORGE W.  EDGE 

MR. SPEAKER: Your Committee appointed to  prepare resolutions com­
memorating the  life and services of t h e  Honorable George W. Edge, late 
of J a spe r  county, Iowa, beg leave t o  submit the  following: 




