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MEMORIALS

S e n a t e  C h a m b e r ,
D e s  M o in e s ,  I o w a ,  M a r c h  27,1925.

The Senate met in memorial session, President Kimball pre
siding.

JU S T IN  R. DORAN

M r .  P r e s i d e n t :  Y our com mittee which w as appointed  to p rep a re  reso
lutions com m em orating the life, character, and services of the  late Ju s tin  
R. D oran of Boone county, Iowa, beg leave to subm it the  fo llow ing:

Ju s tin  R. D oran w as born a t Reynold’s B asin, N iag a ra  county, New 
York, A ugust 8, 1850, and died at" his home south of Beaver, Iowa, on Oc
tober 13, 1924. He was the son of P a trick  and C atherine Keeley D oran, 
both natives of Ire land  and im m igrating  to the  U nited  S ta tes  in  1849. He 
came to La Salle county, Illinois, w ith  his p a ren ts  in  the  ea rly  fifties. In  
the autum n of 1874 he came to Iowa and settled in  Boone county. He 
obtained his education in the  country  schools of Illinois. A t the age of 
fifteen years he w as le ft an  orphan  and his boyhood days w ere spen t in 
the hardest of m anual labor. He w as a self-made m an, as he did not have 
the m eans or opportun ity  to acquire a college education. Y et by the  best 
of read ing  he acquired a general education and w as well inform ed on 
m any subjects. By hard  labor, judicious m anagem ent, and up-to-date 
methods Mr. D oran obtained his p rosperity . H is th r i f t  and business 
acumen resulted in the accum ulation of extensive p ro p erty  holdings. In  
Boone county his fa rm  land holdings consisted of about th ree  thousand  
acres, m aking him  the la rg e s t land-holder in the  county and one of th e  
w ealthiest in the state .

In  political affairs Mr. D oran w as a fa ith fu l m em ber of th e  republican 
p arty . He took g rea t in te rest in the civic and political affa irs  o f the  
s ta te  and county. He w as elected justice of the  peace, school d irector, 
school trea su re r, and tow nship tru s te e  a t d ifferent tim es. He w as re p 
resen tative from  Boone county in  the T h irtie th , T h irty -first, T h irty -sec
ond and Thirty-second ex tra  general assemblies, and senato r from  the  
Boone-Story d is tric t in the T h irty -fifth  and T h irty -s ix th  general assem 
blies. H is w ork in  the s ta te  leg isla tu re  w as a  consistent stand  in fav o r 
of economy and common sense in the conduct of the  s ta te  governm ent.

In  1877 Mr. D oran w as m arried  to Miss Olive P. B lanshaw  of G rand
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Junction , Iowa, who survives him. To th is union w ere born th irteen  chil
dren, two of whom died in  infancy.

Now, Therefore, Be I t  Resolved  By the Senate of the F orty-first Gen
e ra l Assembly of Iowa, th a t  in the death of Ju s tin  R. Doran the sta te  and 
the com munity where he lived have suffered the loss of an influential 
and honorable citizen; and

Be I t  F ur ther  Resolved, T hat a copy of these resolutions be spread upon 
the Jo u rn a l of the Senate and th a t the secretary  be directed to send an 
engrossed copy thereof to the fam ily  of the deceased.

L a r s  J . S k r o m m e  
I .  N . S n o o k  
C. B. K e r n

Committee.

Senator Skromme spoke as fo llow s:
M r. P r e s i d e n t , and S e n a t o r s  : I reg re t very much th a t I did not have 

the p leasure of being in tim ately  acquainted w ith Senator Doran. In  fac t 
my acquaintance w ith him  was ra th e r  of a casual natu re . The first tim e 
I met him was less than  a year ago and my knowledge of him as a m an 
is therefo re  lim ited to a  very  short period of tim e and necessarily includes 
only a few fac ts  in regard  to the man. In  the course of a person’s life one 
finds th a t  the re  are bu t few  people w ith whom he comes in contact who 
will stand out vividly in his memory, while most people a re  remembered 
w ith  effort and few are  remembered w ithout any effort a t  all. Senator 
D oran w as one of these men whose personality  w as such th a t one could 
w ith  difficulty forget him, if one only had a chance to m eet him and have 
b u t a short conversation w ith him.

W hen I m et Senator Doran, I  found him an aged m an. I had ex
pected to find him of a robust physique, having heard  so much of him and 
having been inform ed th a t  he w as a very influential m an in Boone Coun
ty, b u t I soon discovered th a t  the secret of his power w as a very vigorous 
mind, and I found a t th a t tim e th a t  he knew w hat w as going on on his 
own f a rm ; every detail of i t  seemed to be in his hands.

I  will never fo rge t w hat his w ife told me ju s t casually. “Mr. Doran 
and I ,” she said, “have worked very  hard  in our lives” and I could not 
bu t believe it.

H aving no education, yet he knew h istory  better than  I did. He talked 
of Ire land  and told me th ings I had never h e a rd ; he discussed m atte rs of 
general in te rest to his com munity—in fa c t there were few  subjects but 
w hat he could discuss intelligently. There is nothing th a t speaks better 
fo r a m an th an  the opinion of the people in his own community where he 
has lived so long and I  did not hear a  single sta tem ent derogatory of 
Mr. D oran.

All seemed to respect him and hold him in high esteem. He had con
siderable influence in his community, even as an old feeble man. I count 
it as one of the pleasures of my life th a t I had a chance to m eet Sen
a to r Doran.

The resolution was adopted unanimously by a rising vote.


