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Senator Hoyt, from the Special Committee appointed to draft 
suitable resolutions commemorative of the life of the Hon. William  
G. Donnan, submitted the following report and moved its adop­
tion:

Me. P r e s i d e n t —Your special committee appointed to  prepare suitable 
memorial resolutions relative to the life, character and public service of 
the late W illiam  G. Donnan of Buchanan County; beg leave to subm it 
the following report:

William G. Donnan was born in West Charlton, Saratoga County, New 
York, June 30, 1834. He was the son of A lexander and E lizabeth McKind- 
ley Donnan. A t the age of seventeen years Mr. Donnan entered the Cam­
bridge Academy, in New York and la ter Union College, in Schenectady, 
New York, from which institu tion  he was graduated w ith honor in the 
classical course in 1856. In  the fall of the same year he came to Inde- 
pendance, Iowa, and in October of 1857 was united in  m arriage to Miss 
Mary C. W illiamson a t her fa ther’s home near Hopkinton, Iowa. Two sons 
were born to them, W illiam W. who died November 1, 1906 and Donald D.

Mr. Donnan began the study of law soon afte r his arrival in Independ­
ence, was adm itted to the bar in 1857, and was a t once elected to the 
office of treasu rer and recorder of Buchanan County which office he filled 
for two terms.

In  August he volunteered his services in the Civil W ar enlisting as 
private in the 27th Iowa Infan try , was commissioned Second L ieutenant, 
brevetted Captain and Major for efficiency in the field and la te r served as 
A djutant General for General J. I. Gilbert. He was honorably m entioned 
in many official reports and was m ustered out of service August 8, 1865.

Mr. Donnan’s legislative services began in 1867, when he was elected 
to represent his d istric t in  th is body. H ere his peculiar fitness for 
legislative work was so m anifest th a t he was elected to Congress in  1872 
and again in 1874. At the end of his second term  as congressman he 
refused re-nomination and was offered a diplom atic position by P resident 
G rant but declined the honor.

Mr. Donnan was delegate to the Nation Convention th a t nom inated 
President Hayes and was delegate a t large to the convention th a t nomi­
nated Jam es A. Garfield. He was again elected to  represent th e  Buchanan- 
Delaware Senatorial D istric t in the Tw entieth and Twenty-first General 
Assemblies and during these sessions introduced a bill to prohibit the 
liquor traffic which bill was the foundation of the present prohibitory 
law.

In 1875 Mr. Donnan was elected director of the F irs t N ational Bank 
of Independence, Iowa, and in 1903 was elected unanim ously president 
of th a t institu tion  which position he held un til h is death which occurred 
December 7, 1908. As a m an of the highest in tegrity  and of broad judg­
m ent he occupied a very high place in h is sta te  and the com m unity in 
which he lived.

Therefor he it  Resolved, T hat in the death of Mr. Donnan the sta te  
has sustained the loss of an able and conscientious public servant and 
statesm an; the legal fra tern ity  a gifted, ju r is t and the com m unity in 
which he lived a wise councellor. and a faith fu l friend.
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Resolved, T hat these resolutions be entered in the Journal of the Senate 
and each member of the family be furnished an engrossed copy by the 
Secretary of the Senate.

E .  H .  H o y t ,
W . P. W h i p p l e ,
J o h n  P o l e y ,

Committee.
Adopted.

The resolutions were adopted by a rising vote.

Senator White, from the Special Committee appointed to draft 
suitable resolutions commemorative of the life of the Hon. Samuel 
H. Fairall, submitted the following report and moved its adoption:

M r . P r e s id e n t —Your committee appointed to  draft and present reso­
lutions commemorative of the life, character and public services of the 
Hon. Samuel Husband F airall, late a member of the House of Representa­
tives in the N inth General Assembly and in the Senate in the Twelth, 
Thirteenth, Fourteenth and F ifteenth  General Assemblies, beg leave to 
subm it the following as the ir report:

Samuel Husband F aira ll was born in Allegany County, Maryland, June 
21, 1835. He was fifth in direct descent from Samuel Snowden, who was 
a member of Prince George’s County Committee, to carry  into execution 
the association of the Continental Congress. H is ancestors, R ichard Snow­
den, was captain of the provincal forces, 1700 to 1703. After attending 
various academies he entered W ashington College, a t W ashington, Pennsyl­
vania, from which he graduated in June 1855. Resolving to enter the 
legal profession a t Iowa City, Iowa, he left M aryland and on October 1, 
1855, he reached Iowa City. Mr. F a ira ll entered the office of William 
Penn Clark, to  study law. Mr. Clark was Supreme Court Reporter at 
th is time. On June 21, 1856, he was adm itted to practice in  the Supreme 
Court on a certificate signed by ex-Judge J. C. Hall, Jam es Love, after­
ward judge of the United States D istric t Court, and Colonel Sam Mar­
shall. In  November, 1856, the young lawyer wedded Miss Ellen J. Work­
man, whom he wooed and won during h is college days a t W ashington, 
Pennsylvania. They moved to the old homestead, east of Iowa City, in 
1858, where they have since resided, raising  a  family of five sons and 
two daughters. There a few years ago, Mrs. F a ira ll passed away. Leaving 
the law office of Mr. Clark, Mr. Fairall, in  1858, formed a partnership 
w ith Hon. J. B. Templin, one of the oldest and most prom inent members 
of the bar. In  1861 he formed a partnership  w ith Hon. Geo. J. Boal, 
un til 1873, the firm becoming one of the prom inent law firms of the west, 
having a  large lucrative practice in  sta te  and federal courts.

After 1873, Mr. F aira ll continued in  the practice of law until elected 
Judge of the E ighth  Judicial D istrict in  1886. In  1890 he was re-elected. In 
th a t responsible position he made a splendid record, w inning the highest 
commendation for judicial acumen and fairness from the practicing a t­
torneys and received very few reversals of his decisions from the supreme 
court of the state. In  December, 1893, he resum ed the active practice 
of law and continued until the tim e of h is death. As a lawyer, especially


