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HON.  L L DELANO. 

M R .  SPEAKER:  Your committee appointed to draf t  resolutions upon 
the life, character and public services of Hon. L. L. DeLano, an honored 
member of the Thirtieth General Assembly, beg leave to  report t he  
following: 

Mr. DeLano was born in Washington county, Ohio, January 17, 
1846, and departed this life a t  h is  home in Atlantic, Iowa, November 1, 
1905. 

In his early manhood he came west to Indianola, Iowa, where h e  
studied law in the office of P.  Gad Bryan, and af ter  being admitted t o  
the  bar, removed to  Cass County in 1868, which place was destined t o  
be the scene of his future career as  a highly respected citizen and a 
lawyer of marked ability. Nature had done much for him in t h e  way 
of a comprehensive and analytical mind. He  entered upon t h e  prac­
tice of his profession with none of this world's goods, but  with a 
superior intellect, sterling integrity, and a determination t o  achieve 
t h e  highest honorable success in the  field of the law. From this  
determination h e  never swerved. H e  possessed ra re  powers of mental 
concentration upon any subject demanding his attention. H e  loved 
his  profession and delighted most in those intricate propositions which 
continually arise to baffle and embarrass t h e  practitioner in his  pro­
gress in the law. He hated legal shams, detested legal trickery, and 
l o r  the  shyster h e  had the supremest contempt. His delight was  a t  
i ts  zenith when h e  was involved in the  mazes and labyrinths of t h e  
dry  equity suit before an honest, intelligent court, and with a n  intelli­
gent, truth-seeking counsel upon the other side. Under all circum­
stances his mental equilibrium was undisturbed and undisturbable, and 
when once he had mapped out the theory upon which h e  believed h i s  
case should b e  tried, there was no deviation t o  the right nor  t o  the  
left. In argument of a legal proposition h e  was a t  once clear, concise, 
logical and convincing, and a t  all times dignified and courteous t o  
court, jury and opposing counsel. 

The character of the subject of this memorial was in all respects 
above reproach. H e  was the very soul of honor. His mission a s  a 
lawyer and a s  a citizen was to protect the rights of the oppressed a s  
against the dominations of the strong, and no moneyless client was  
ever turned away from his office without having received al l  t h a t  the  
law could afford him. He  loved t ruth  and openness and frankness In 
all the affairs of this life. 

Politically our departed brother was a Democrat of Democrats. His 
advice and counsel were always sought a f te r  and invariably followed 
I n  the councils of the local organizations of his party. Yet  h e  never 
sought, nor willingly accepted, political honors. His  delight was  in 
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t h e  study and exposition of t h e  laws governing t h e  actions a n d  con­
duct  of h i s  fellowmen. His  election t o  t he  Thir t ieth General Assem­
bly a s  a Democrat i n  a county i n  .which t h e  Republican normal  
major i ty  i s  f rom eight hundred t o  one thousand, shows the  esteem i n  
which h e  was  held by  h i s  fellow citizens of t h a t  county. 

As  a member of t h e  Thir t ieth General Assembly h e  won the  respect  
and  esteem of t h e  ent i re  membership, and w a s  universally recog­
nized a s  a legislator of ability, and  a s  a dignified gentleman whom t o  
know w a s  t o  honor, love and respect.  

' Resolved, Tha t  t he  foregoing memorial be  adopted by th i s  House, a n d  
t h a t  i t  be  entered upon the  Journal ,  and a n  engrossed copy thereof b e  
sen t  to  t h e  family of t he  deceased; and  fu r the r  t h a t  copies thereof b e  
sent  t o  t h e  Cass County Democrat and  T h e  Atlantic Telegraph. 

Des Moines, Iowa, April 4, 1906. 
C .  A .  MEREDITH, 

O .  P .  W Y L A N D ,  

T I M  C .  CLABY, 

Adopted April, 4, 1906. 

HON. W I L L I A M  G. K E N T .  

The committee appointed t o  d ra f t  resolutions on the  death of Wil­
liam G. Kent,  beg leave t o  report :  

William G. Kent  was  born August 10, 1837, a t  Belle Fonte,  Pennsyl­
vania, and while very young removed with h i s  parents  t o  For t  Madi­
son, Iowa. H e  received his  education a t  Denmark Academy, Den­
mark ,  Iowa. In  1867 h e  was  elected county superintendent of schools 
of Lee county, serving two te rms  and  declining t he  renomination for  a 
third te rm.  H e  was a l i fe  long member of t he  democratic party and 
w a s  elected a member of t h e  Iowa House of Representatives of t h e  
Twenty-first General Assembly in 1885, resigning in 1886 t o  accept the  
democratic nomination for  State  Senator to  fill t h e  vacancy caused by t h e  
resignation of t he  late Judge ¡J. M. Casey. H e  was elected, and in t he  
fal l  of 1889 was re-elected for  a full  term,  serving a s  Senator in t h e  Twen­
ty-second, Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth General Assemblies. Mr 
Ken t  took high rank  both in t he  Senate and t he  House. Naturally a 
genial and  clever gentleman, Senator Kent  made many fr iends and was  
very influential in securing t he  passage of t he  measures  which h e  cham­
pioned. 

H e  performed his duties o n  committees wisely and faithfully, and 
Lee county h a s  never been better represeted in ,  t he  State  Legislature 
t han  by him. I n  1892 h e  was  nominated fo r  railroad commissioner, 
and was defeated with t he  res t  of t he  t icket.  In  1894 h e  was  appoint-


