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Honorable E a r l  M. Dean the s ta te  has lo s t an honored c itizen  and a faithful and useful 
public se rv an t, and the House by th is re so lu tio n  would e x p re ss  its  ap p rec ia tio n  of h is 
se rv ic e , and ten d er its  sym pathy to the m em b ers of h is fam ily .

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: T hat a  copy of th is  re so lu tio n  be sp re ad  upon the
Journa l of the House, and that the Chief C le rk  be d irec te d  to  fo rw ard  an en ro lled  copy 
to the fam ily  of the deceased .

LEIGH R. CURRAN,
HAROLD W OLFE,
FLOYD EDGINGTON,

C om m ittee.

OLIVER DE GROOTE

MR. SPEAKER: Your co m m ittee , appointed to p re p a re  a su itab le  reso lu tio n
com m em orating  the life , c h a ra c te r  and public se rv ic e  of the Honorable O liver De 
Groote, begs leave to subm it the follow ing m em orial:

O liver De G roote was born  in R utland, Humboldt County, Iowa, on Jan u a ry  11, 
1885, a son of D. A. and E lla  Jane  De G roote. At the age of fou r, he m oved to Humboldt 
with h is p a re n ts , w here he lived  a ll h is life.

He attended  Humboldt High School, the U niversity  of M innesota, and w as graduated  
from the U niversity  of Iowa Law School in 1909.

In 1912 he m a r r ie d  M ary E lizabeth  Donahoe at Los A ngeles, C alifo rn ia . To 
them w ere born a son and a daughter.

Mr. De G roote p ra c tic e d  law in Hum boldt, and se rv ed  fo r a tim e as Humboldt 
County A ttorney. In 1926 he en te red  the g ro c ery  b u sin e ss , r e tir in g  in  1943. D uring 
the 1930’s he se rv ed  two te rm s  a s  m ayor of Hum boldt. He se rv e d  as governm ent Appeal 
Agent during  W orld W ar I.

M r. De G roote , a R epublican, w as Humboldt County R ep resen ta tiv e  in the F ifty - 
second se ss io n  of the Iowa G enera l A ssem bly. D uring th is se ss io n , he helped e s tab lish  
the F rank  Gotch S tate P a rk  so u th eas t of Humboldt in m em ory  of h is good frien d  and 
form er heavyweight w re s tlin g  cham pion of the world.

Mr. De G roote w as a m em b er of the C ongregational church . F o r o v er 50 y e a rs , 
he was a m em b er of the Hammond c h ap te r  of the national p h i Alpha D elta  f ra te rn ity . 
He also belonged to the Iowa B ar A ssociation  and the  Odd Fellow s.

He w ro te  two h is to r ie s  of Humboldt County, one an e a r l ie r  h is to ry  fo r the Iowa 
Centennial, and ano ther in .1963 fo r the Humboldt C entennial.

Mr. De G roote died F eb ru a ry  13, 1967. He is  su rv ived  by h is wife; a son , H arold , 
Humboldt; and a d augh ter, M rs. C h a rle s  P au l, W ilton Junction . Also surv iv ing  a re  
six g ran d ch ild ren , four g re a t-g ran d c h ild re n , and two s i s t e r s ,  M rs. Ed. Kopp, J a s p e r ,  
A rkansas, and M rs. H a rry  C athey, Long B each , C alifo rn ia .



2628 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE 1967

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF 
THE SIXTY-SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF IOWA: That in the passing of the
Honorable O liver De Groote, the state has lost an honored citizen and a faithful and 
useful public servan t, and the House by this resolution would express its appreciation 
of his service and tender its sympathy to the m em bers of his family.

BE IT FURTHER RESOLVED: That a copy of this resolution be spread upon
the Journal of the House, and that the Chief C lerk be directed to forward an enrolled 
copy to the fam ily of the deceased.

HAROLD L. KNIGHT,
KARL KIILSHOLM,
RAY V. BAILEY,

Committee.

BERT ELLSWORTH DODDS

MR. SPEAKER: Your com m ittee, appointed to p repare a suitable resolution
comm emorating the life, character and public service of the late Honorable B ert E lls 
worth Dodds, begs leave to submit the following m em orial:

B ert Ellsworth Dodds was born October 11, 1885 and was a native of the New 
London - P leasant Grove area.

On November 27, 1907, he was m arried  to Mary Lou Blakeway. They had one 
son, Ellsworth Dodds.

Mr. Dodds was a m em ber of the Danville Methodist church and was a fifty year 
m em ber of Lodge No. 48, AF&AM. He served on the Des Moines County Inheritance 
board and county conservation board. He was P ast M aster and P ast Worthy Patron 
of the Masonic and E astern  Star lodges. He was Vice President of the Danville State 
Savings Bank, and P residen t of the Danville Mutual Telephone Company.

In 1936 he was elected to the Iowa L egislature, serving in the Forty-seventh, 
Forty-eighth, Forty-ninth, F iftieth, Fiftieth E xtra  and F ifty -firs t General A ssem blies 
as Representative from  Des Moines County. He died Sept. 5, 1966,

He is survived by his wife, a son Ellsw orth Dodds of New London; two grand
children and a s is te r , M rs. Mabel M iller of Burlington.

THEREFORE, BE IT RESOLVED BY THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES OF THE 
SIXTY-SECOND GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF IOWA: That in the passing of the Honorable 
B ert Ellsworth Dodds, the state has lost an honored citizen and a faithful and useful 
public servant, and the House by this resolution would express its  appreciation of his 
serv ice , and tender its sympathy to the m em bers of his family.




