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f o r w a r d  a n  enrolled copy to  t h e  f ami ly  of t h e  deceased in  care  of Mrs.  
W .  P .  Dawson, a t  Aurelia,  Iowa. 

C .  C .  R .  B U S H ,  

G .  W .  SMITH,  

J .  PARK BAIR, 

Committee. 
Unanimously adopted April 8, 1929. 

HON.  H E N R Y  DAYTON 

MR. SPEAKER: Your  committee appointed t o  p repare  a resolution com­
memorat ing t h e  l ife,  character  and  public service t o  t he  s ta te  and nation 
of t he  Honorable Henry  Dayton, l a t e  of Waukon,  Iowa, and  formerly  
a member of t h e  Four teenth  and  F i f t e e n t h  General Assemblies f r o m  
Allamakee county, Iowa, respectful ly  submit  t h e  following: 

Hen ry  Dayton w a s  born on a f a r m  in  Sa ra toga  county, New York, 
September 30, 1836. 

H i s  f ami ly  w a s  of old English origin.  T h e  founder  of t h e  American 
branch,  spelling h i s  name Deighton, came t o  America in  1639. H i s  
mother ' s  ancestry,  named Fletcher,  came  in  1630. I n  t h e  acquirement 
of a n  education, M r .  Dayton at tended t h e  public schools of his  na t ive  
county, and  a t  t h e  age  of nineteen, a t tended a local college a n d  seminary. 
I n  h i s  youth h e  w a s  a school teacher -in N e w  York and  Iowa. 

I n  1857 Mr .  Dayton came t o  Iowa and  located a t  Hard in ,  Allamakee 
county, a n d  t a u g h t  t h e  winter  t e r m  of school there .  H e  wen t  t o  Arkansas  
in  t h e  sp r ing  of 1858 and the re  entered a l a w  office. Three  years  l a te r  
h e  re tu rned  t o  Iowa,  and a f t e r  r ead ing  l a w  some months with M. V .  
Burdick of Decorah, was  admit ted t o  t h e  b a r  in  Howard county in  
November, 1861. Then f o r  eight  yea r s  h e  w a s  aga in  t h e  schoolmaster, 
teaching school du r ing  t h e  winter  months,  and  act ing a s  deputy surveyor 
of Allamakee county dur ing  t he  summer  months.  I n  t he  f a l l  of 1870 
h e  entered a par tnersh ip  in  l aw pract ice wi th  George B. Edmonds of 
Waukon.  

I n  1873 h e  wi th  h i s  nephew, J o h n  F .  Dayton,  formed,  t h e  par tnership  
of Dayton & Dayton,  which par tne rsh ip  endured f o r  many  years,  w a s  
widely known and  well t rus ted .  

I n  politics M r .  Dayton w a s  a Democrat .  I n  1865 he w a s  elected county 
surveyor and  held t h a t  office two te rms .  I n  1871 h e  w a s  elected t o  
represent  Allamakee county in t he  S t a t e  Legis la ture  and  w a s  re turned  
t o  t h a t  office f o r  a second t e rm.  

I n  1888 h e  w a s  elected county a t torney  f o r  Allamakee county, which 
office h e  held six consecutive years .  L a t e r ,  when in  h i s  eightieth year ,  
h e  w a s  aga in  elected t o  t h a t  office a n d  served one t e rm.  

F o r  more t h a n  a half  century H e n r y  Dayton gave unreservedly of his  
energy and  wise  counsel f o r  t he  advancement of his  community. His  
activities  influenced in  a n  impor tant  and  he lpfu l  w a y  the  Solution of 
m a n y  problems i n  his  community and  t o  h im came, a s  t he  reward  of a n  
u p r i g h t  l ife,  h igh in  i t s  purpose and  constructive in i t s  effort,  t he  re­
spect, t h e  admirat ion and  t he  love of h i s  community. 
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On May 24, 1874, M r .  Dayton w a s  marr ied  t o  Miss M a r y  M .  Wilcox 
a t  Waukon. To th i s  union were  born  a son, H a r r y  L., a n d  a d a u g h t e r ,  
Ruby,  now Mrs .  W .  H .  Niehaus,  a t  whose home h e  died on A p r i l  19, 1928. 
H e  is  survived b y  his  daughter  and  eleven grandchi ldren a n d  t h r e e  g r e a t  
grandchildren.  

Mr .  Dayton w a s  over ninety-one yea r s  of age  a t  t h e  t i m e  of h i s  dea th .  
Unt i l  a f e w  months  before  his  death  h e  visited h i s  office dai ly .  H e  w a s  
a n  honored member of h i s  profession and  a cul tured,  cour teous  gent le ­
man,  a scholar of t h e  old school. H e  w a s  a mas te r  of t h e  E n g l i s h  l a n ­
guage  and  his  conversation a s  well a s  t h e  pleadings a n d  a r g u m e n t s  
submitted t o  t he  cour t  b y  th i s  scholarly dean of t h e  Iowa  b a r  w e r e  
per fec t  i n  composition a n d  expression and  we re  enjoyed a n d  apprec ia t ed  
b y  all. 

Words  a r e  inadequate to  give expression t o  any th ing  t h a t  wou ld  a d d  
t o  t he  charac ter  and  conduct of t h i s  honest, honorable gen t l eman ,  who  
w a s  t ru ly  a n  honor t o  h i s  profession and  a credi t '  t o  h i s  r a ce .  One  of 
t h e  very las t  of t h a t  s t u rdy  and  rugged generat ion t h a t  l a id  t h e  f o u n d a ­
t ion of h i s  beloved s ta te ,  broad,  s t rong  and  deep. One more  of Iowa ' s  
s turdy  oaks  h a s  fa l len.  His  service and  devotion t o  h i s  s t a t e ,  f a m i l y ,  
neighbors and  f r i ends  will be  fo rever  t reasured  i n  ou r  m e m o r y  u n t i l  w e  
meet  and g ree t  him over there .  

Although h e  lived well over h i s  alloted t ime, h i s  county  a n d  s t a t e  
and  the  community in which h e  lived will sadly miss t h i s  scholar ly,  h igh  
souled, Chris t ian gentleman. I n  recognition of t h e  value of h i s  exempla ry  
l i f e  and service and  a s  a n  expression of our  appreciat ion of t h e  c h a r a c t e r  
of th is  splendid American,  

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the 
Forty-third, General Assembly, T h a t  in t h e  dea th  of Honorab le  H e n r y  
Dayton, t h i s  s t a te  h a s  lost a public spirited citizen, a n d  t h e  b a r  of I o w a  
one of i t s  most  distinguished and  honored members a n d  t h i s  House  b y  
these resolutions extends i t s  sincere sympathy t o  h i s  su rv iv ing  re la t ives .  

Be It Further Resolved, T h a t  t h i s  resolution be sp read  on t h e  r ecords  
of th is  House, and a n  enrolled copy thereof be sen t  t o  t h e  su rv iv ing  
relatives. 

J .  E .  O ' B R I E N ,  

C. J .  ORR,  

A .  T .  ISTAD, 

Committee. 
Unanimously adopted April 8, 1929. 

H O N .  E L I  DOTSON 

MR. SPEAKER: Your  committee appointed t o  p r e p a r e  su i tab le  resolu­
tions commemorating t h e  l i f e  and  service of t h e  Honorable E l i  Dotson, 
la te  of J a s p e r  county, Iowa, beg leave t o  submit  t h e  fo l lowing memor ia l :  

El i  E u p h r a t e s  Dotson w a s  t h e  son of Charles  A.  Dotson a n d  Mar ion  
Do'son, born  in E d g a r  county, Illinois, F e b r u a r y  20, 1847. H e  c a m e  
wi th  h i s  pa ren t s  t o  J a s p e r  county, Iowa, on M a r c h  20, 1848, and  h i s  
pa ren t s  a t  t h a t  t ime  located on t h e  homestead about  t w o  a n d  one-half 
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