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the records of the state. He was ever looking for betterment of methods,
always to the end of greater efficiency or better results. He gained the
confidence of leading legislators who often consulted him. Governors
and officials of other states frequently sought his advice and relied upon
him in many matters affecting the welfare of the state. In a modest way,
without thought of himself, free from selfish ambition, Seeretary Davison
was a useful public servant who blazed a way that will be followed long
after his name has been forgotten.

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the
Forty-third General Assembly, That in the death of Hon. Arthur Henry
Davison, this state has lost a loyal citizen, a man of fine ideals and public
spirit, and this House by this resolution tenders its sympathy to the
relatives that survive him; and,

Be It Further Resolved, That these resolutions be spread upon the
Journal, and an enrolled copy sent to the surviving relatives.

O. J. REIMERS,

0. J. Ditro,

G. W. SMmITH, .
Committee.

Unanimously adopted April 8, 1929.

HON. WILFORD P. DAWSON

MEg. SPEAKER: Your committee appointed to prepare suitable resolu-
tions commemorating the life and service of the Honorable Wilford P.
Dawson, late of Cherokee county, beg leave to submit the following
memorial: .

Wilford P. Dawson was born near Brodhead, Green county, Wisconsin,
April 2, 1859, and died at Aurelia, Iowa, October 13, 1928, at the age of
sixty-nine years, six months and eleven days. He was a prominent figure
in political and agricultural circles in the state of Iowa for many years.
He received his education in the public schools of Wisconsin and through
constant study at home. For nine years during his early manhood he
taught school during the winter months and worked on farms in the
summer.

Mr. Dawson came to Iowa in 1882, settling on one hundred and sixty
acres of prairie land in Cedar township, Cherokee county. Three years
later he married Miss Edith Lockwood of Warwick, New York. To this
union ten children were born, one dying in infancy. In 1893 he pur-
chased and moved on a nearby farm where he lived nine years, then
buying and living on a farm near Quimby. In the year 1907 Mr. Dawson
purchased three hundred and twenty acres in and adjoining the town of
Aurelia and here the family has since resided.

Prominent in politics and agricultural circles, Mr. Dawson had a
wide acquaintance over the state. He took a sinceére and ac'ive interest
in agricultural affairs, for which he received due recognition. He was
presented with a certificate of eminent service and honorary degree of
bachelor of science by the Iowa State College for distinguished service
along the line of scientific farming.
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Mr. Dawson was the first president of the Cherokee County Farm
Bureau was chairman of the State Legislative Committee for the Iowa
Farm Bureau Federation, and was appointed by the Governor as a
member of the state commission to investigate and report on agricultural
industrial conditions. The past year he had been president of the Iowa
Farm Credit Corporation. He was president of the Iowa Horticultural
Society for a number of years, president of the Corn Belt Meat Produc-
ers Association for one year, and the first president of the Iowa Potato
and Truck Growers Association. He was president of the Square Deal
Hail Insurance Association.

Mr. Dawson was a strong supporter of the Republican party, but
progressive in his ideas. He represented Cherokee county in the State
Assembly during three terms where he became a leader among his asso-
ciates and received appointments on some of the major committees. The
Republican party presented his name as a eandidate for Congress from
the Eleventh Distriet in 1922, but the nomination was lost by a small
margin.

Mr. Dawson has served as a member of the local school board. During
the war he gave freely of his time as a member of the Cherokee county
draft board. It can be said of Mr. Dawson that he was a man of
recognized ability. He was thorough in everything he essayed to accom-
plish, in his agricultural pursuits and equally so in his other tasks that
presented themselves. It was by this thoroughness that he was recog-

Mr. Dawson was a member of the Unitarian Church of Sioux City,
Iowa, and as a fraternalist held connection with the Modern Woodmen
and Knights of Pythias. During the past few years Mr. Dawson had
spent much of his time in the city of Des Moines as president of the
Hail Insurance Association, as chairman of the Farm Bureau Legislative
Committee, and in other capacities that demanded his presence there.
Mrs. Dawson also spent the past few winters there but they still retained
their residence in Aurelia.

Mr. Dawson is survived by his wife and nine children: Harry Blaine
of Los Angeles, California; Ada Joyce Chase of Sioux City, Iowa; John
Jesse of Cherokee, Iowa; Wilford Clay of Aurelia, Iowa; Emory Ward
of Fulda, Minnesota; Manley Roosevelt of Chicago, Illinois; Leland
Stanford of Aurelia, Iowa; Wendell Holmes of Aurelia, Iowa, and Edith
Celestine Smith of Lakota, Iowa; a sister, Mrs. Nettie Alexander of
Larrabee, Jowa; and a brother, S. N. Dawson of Campbell, Minnesota.

He will be greatly missed in the home, in community and state, but
the fact that he has measured out in service to humanity many times
that expected of an average life, should be great consolation to all who
feel the loss of his departure.

Therefore, Be It Resolved, That the House of Representatives of the
state of Iowa takes this occasion to express its appreciation of the
character and services of this valuable citizen.

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be printed
in the journal of the House and that the Chief Clerk be directed to
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forward an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased in care of Mrs.
W. P. Dawson, at Aurelia, Iowa.
C. C. R. BusH,
G. W. SMITH,
d. PARK BAIR,
Committee.

Unanimously édopted April 8, 1929,

HON. HENRY DAYTON

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee appointed to prepare a resolution com-
memorating the life, character and publie service to the state and nation
of the Honorable Henry Dayton, late of Waukon, Iowa, and formerly
a member of the Fourteenth and Fifteenth General Assemblies from
Allamakee county, Iowa, respectfully submit the following:

Henry Dayton was born on a farm in Saratoga county, New York,
September 30, 1836. :

His family was of old English origin. The founder of the American
branch, spelling his name Deighton, came to America in 1639. His
mother’s ancestry, named Fletcher, came in 1630. In the acquirement
of an education, Mr. Day‘on attended the public schools of his native
county, and at the age of nineteen, attended a local college and seminary.
In his youth he was a school teacher in New York and Iowa.

In 1857 Mr. Dayton came to Iowa and located at Hardin, Allamakee
county, and taught the winter term of school there. He went to Arkansas
in the spring of 1858 and there entered a law office. Three years later
he returned to Iowa, and after reading law some months with M. V.
Burdick of Decorah, was admitted to the bar in Howard county in
November, 1861. Then for eight years he was again the schoolmaster,
teaching school during the winter months, and acting as deputy surveyor
of Allamakee county during the summer months. In the fall of 1870
he entered a partnership in law practice with George B. Edmonds of
Waukon.

In 1878 he with his nephew, John F. Dayton, formed the partnership
of Dayton & Dayton, which partnership endured for many years, was
widely known and well trusted.

In politics Mr. Dayton was a Democrat. In 1865 he was elected county
surveyor and held that office two terms. In 1871 he was elected to
represent Allamakee county in the State Legislature and was returned -
to that office for a second term.

In 1888 he was elected county attorney for Allamakee county, which
office he held six consecutive years. La‘er, when in his eightieth year,
he was again elected to that office and served one term.

For more than a half century Henry Dayton gave unreservedly of his
energy and wise counsel for the advancement of his community. His
activities influenced in an important and helpful way the solution of
many problems in his community and to him came, as the reward of an
upright life, high in its purpose and constructive in its effort, the re-
spect, the admiration and the love of his community.





