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t h e  records  of t h e  s t a t e .  H e  w a s  ever  looking f o r  be t t e rmen t  of methods,  
a l w a y s  t o  t h e  end of g r e a t e r  efficiency o r  be t t e r  resu l t s .  H e  ga ined  t h e  
confidence of leading legis la tors  w h o  o f t e n  consulted him.  Governors  
a n d  officials of o ther  s t a t e s  f r e q u e n t l y  sought  h i s  advice a n d  relied u p o n  
h i m  in  m a n y  m a t t e r s  a f fec t ing  t h e  w e l f a r e  of t h e  s ta te .  I n  a modest w a y ,  
w i thou t  t h o u g h t  of h imsel f ,  f r e e  f r o m  selfish ambit ion,  Secre ta ry  Davison 
w a s  a u s e f u l  public s e r v a n t  w h o  blazed a w a y  t h a t  wil l  b e  followed long  
a f t e r  h i s  n a m e  h a s  been f o r g o t t e n .  

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the 
Forty-third General Assembly, T h a t  in  t h e  dea th  of Hon.  A r t h u r  H e n r y  
Davison,  t h i s  s t a t e  h a s  lost  a loyal  citizen, a m a n  of fine ideals  a n d  publ ic  
sp i r i t ,  a n d  t h i s  House  b y  t h i s  resolut ion t ende r s  i t s  sympa thy  t o  t h e  
re la t ives  t h a t  survive h i m ;  a n d ,  

Be It Further Resolved, T h a t  these  resolutions b e  sp read  upon t h e  
J o u r n a l ,  a n d  a n  enrolled copy s e n t  t o  t h e  surv iv ing  re la t ives .  

O .  J .  REIMERS, 

O .  J .  DITTO, 

G .  W .  S M I T H ,  

Committee. 
Unanimously adopted April  8, 1929. 

H O N .  W I L F O R D  P .  D A W S O N  

MR. SPEAKER: Your  committee appointed  t o  p r e p a r e  sui table resolu
t ions  commemora t ing  t h e  l i f e  a n d  service of t h e  Honorable  Wi l fo rd  P .  
Dawson,  l a t e  of Cherokee county,  beg  leave t o  submi t  t h e  fol lowing 
m e m o r i a l :  

W i l f o r d  P .  Dawson w a s  bo rn  n e a r  Brodhead,  Green county,  Wisconsin, 
A p r i l  2,  1859, a n d  died a t  Aure l i a ,  Iowa ,  October 13, 1928, a t  t h e  a g e  of 
s ixty-nine y e a r s ,  s ix m o n t h s  a n d  eleven days .  H e  w a s  a p rominen t  figure 
i n  poli t ical  a n d  ag r i cu l t u r a l  circles i n  t h e  s t a t e  of Iowa  f o r  m a n y  y e a r s .  
H e  received h i s  education i n  t h e  publ ic  schools of Wisconsin a n d  t h r o u g h  
cons tan t  s t u d y  a t  home. F o r  n i n e  y e a r s  d u r i n g  h i s  e a r l y  manhood h e  
t a u g h t  school d u r i n g  t h e  w i n t e r  m o n t h s  a n d  worked on  f a r m s  i n  t h e  
summer .  

M r .  Dawson came t o  Iowa  i n  1882, se t t l ing  on one hundred  and  s ix ty  
ac r e s  of p r a i r i e  l and  in  Cedar  township ,  Cherokee county.  Three  y e a r s  
l a t e r  h e  m a r r i e d  Miss E d i t h  Lockwood of Warwick ,  N e w  York .  To  t h i s  
un ion  t e n  chi ldren were  born ,  one  dy ing  i n  in fancy .  I n  1893 h e  p u r 
chased a n d  moved on a n e a r b y  f a r m  w h e r e  he  lived n i n e  years ,  t h e n  
buy ing  a n d  l iv ing  on a f a r m  n e a r  Quimby.  I n  t h e  y e a r  1907 M r .  Dawson 
purchased  t h r e e  hundred  a n d  t w e n t y  ac res  i n  a n d  ad jo in ing  t h e  town of 
Aure l i a  a n d  h e r e  t h e  f a m i l y  h a s  since resided.  

P r o m i n e n t  i n  polities a n d  a g r i c u l t u r a l  circles, M r .  Dawson h a d  a 
wide acqua in tance  over t h e  s t a t e .  H e  took a sincere a n d  ac'.ive in te res t  
in  a g r i c u l t u r a l  a f fa i r s ,  f o r  which  h e  received due  recognit ion.  H e  w a s  
presented  w i t h  a certif icate of eminent  service a n d  h o n o r a r y  degree of 
bachelor  of science b y  t h e  Iowa  S t a t e  College f o r  dist inguished service 
a long  t h e  l ine  of scientific f a r m i n g .  
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M r .  Dawson  w a s  t h e  first p res iden t  of t h e  Cherokee C o u n t y  F a r m  
B u r e a u  w a s  c h a i r m a n  of t h e  S t a t e  Legis la t ive Commit tee  f o r  t h e  I o w a  
F a r m  B u r e a u  Federa t ion ,  a n d  w a s  appointed  b y  t h e  Gove rno r  a s  a 
member  of t h e  s t a t e  commission t o  inves t iga te  a n d  r e p o r t  on  a g r i c u l t u r a l  
indus t r ia l  condit ions.  T h e  p a s t  y e a r  h e  h a d  been p re s iden t  of t h e  I o w a  
F a r m  Cred i t  Corpora t ion .  H e  w a s  pres iden t  of t h e  I o w a  H o r t i c u l t u r a l  
Society f o r  a n u m b e r  of years ,  p res iden t  of t h e  C o r n  B e l t  M e a t  P roduc
e r s  Association f o r  one y e a r ,  a n d  t h e  first p re s iden t  of t h e  I o w a  P o t a t o  
a n d  T r u c k  Growers  Association.  H e  w a s  p res iden t  of t h e  S q u a r e  D e a l  
Ha i l  I n s u r a n c e  Association.  

Mr .  Dawson w a s  a s t r ong  suppor t e r  of t h e  Republ ican  p a r t y ,  b u t  
progress ive  in  h i s  ideas.  H e  represen ted  Cherokee coun ty  i n  t h e  S t a t e  
Assembly d u r i n g  t h r e e  t e r m s  jvhere h e  became a l eade r  a m o n g  h i s  asso
ciates  a n d  received appo in tment s  on  some of t h e  m a j o r  commit tees .  T h e  
Republican p a r t y  p resen ted  h is  n a m e  a s  a c a n d i d a t e  f o r  C o n g r e s s  f r o m  
t h e  E leven th  Dis t r ic t  i n  1922, b u t  t h e  nomina t ion  w a s  los t  b y  a s m a l l  
m a r g i n .  

M r .  Dawson  h a s  served a s  a member  of t h e  local school b o a r d .  D u r i n g  
t h e  w a r  h e  g a v e  f r e e l y  of h i s  t i m e  a s  a m e m b e r  of t h e  Cherokee  c o u n t y  
d r a f t  boa rd .  I t  can  be  sa id  of M r .  Dawson t h a t  h e  w a s  a m a n  o f  
recognized abi l i ty .  H e  w a s  thorough  in  e v e r y t h i n g  h e  essayed  t o  accom
plish, i n  h i s  a g r i c u l t u r a l  p u r s u i t s  a n d  equally so i n  h i s  o t h e r  t a s k s  t h a t  
presented  themselves .  I t  w a s  b y  t h i s  t ho roughness  t h a t  h e  w a s  recog
nized a n d  in t ru s t ed  w i t h  responsibili t ies of a m a j o r  n a t u r e .  

M r .  Dawson w a s  a member  of t h e  U n i t a r i a n  C h u r c h  of S ioux  Ci ty ,  
Iowa,  a n d  a s  a f r a t e r n a l i s t  held connection w i t h  t h e  M o d e r n  Woodmen 
and  K n i g h t s  of P y t h i a s .  D u r i n g  t h e  p a s t  f e w  y e a r s  M r .  D a w s o n  h a d  
spen t  m u c h  of h i s  t i m e  i n  t h e  c i ty  of Des  Moines a s  p r e s i d e n t  of t h e  
Ha i l  I n s u r a n c e  Association,  a s  c h a i r m a n  of t h e  F a r m  B u r e a u  Leg is la t ive  
Committee,  a n d  i n  o the r  capaci t ies  t h a t  demanded  h i s  p r e sence  t h e r e .  
Mrs .  Dawson also s p e n t  t h e  p a s t  f e w  w i n t e r s  t h e r e  b u t  t h e y  s t i l l  r e t a i n e d  
t h e i r  residence i n  Aure l ia .  

M r .  Dawson i s  survived b y  h i s  w i f e  a n d  n ine  c h i l d r e n :  H a r r y  B l a i n e  
of Los Angeles ,  Ca l i f o rn i a ;  A d a  Joyce Chase  of S ioux Ci ty ,  I o w a ;  J o h n  
Jesse  of Cherokee, I o w a ;  Wilf'ord Clay of Aure l i a ,  I o w a ;  E m o r y  W a r d  
of F u l d a ,  Minneso ta ;  Manley  Roosevelt of Chicago,  I l l inois ;  L e l a n d  
S t a n f o r d  of Aure l i a ,  I o w a ;  Wendell  Holmes of Aure l i a ,  I o w a ,  a n d  E d i t h  
Celestine S m i t h  of Lako ta ,  I o w a ;  a s is ter ,  M r s .  N e t t i e  A l e x a n d e r  o f  
La r rabee ,  I o w a ;  a n d  a b ro the r ,  S. N .  Dawson of Campbel l ,  Minneso ta .  

H e  will  be  g r e a t l y  missed in  t h e  home, in  communi ty  a n d  s t a t e ,  b u t  
t h e  f a c t  t h a t  h e  h a s  measured  o u t  in  service t o  h u m a n i t y  m a n y  t i m e s  
t h a t  expected of a n  a v e r a g e  l i fe ,  should b e  g r e a t  consolat ion t o  a l l  w h o  
fee l  t h e  loss of h i s  d e p a r t u r e .  

Therefore, Be It Resolved, T h a t  t h e  H o u s e  of Rep re sen t a t i ve s  of t h e  
s t a t e  of I o w a  t a k e s  t h i s  occasion t o  exp res s  i t s  app rec i a t i on  of t h e  
c h a r a c t e r  a n d  services of t h i s  va luab le  citizen. 

Be It Further Resolved, T h a t  a copy of t h e s e  reso lu t ions  b e  p r i n t e d  
i n  t h e  j o u r n a l  of t h e  House  a n d  t h a t  t h e  Chief C le rk  b e  d i rec ted  t o  
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f o r w a r d  a n  enrolled copy to  t h e  f ami ly  of t h e  deceased in  care  of Mrs.  
W .  P .  Dawson, a t  Aurelia,  Iowa. 

C .  C .  R .  B U S H ,  

G .  W .  SMITH,  

J .  PARK BAIR, 

Committee. 
Unanimously adopted April 8, 1929. 

HON.  H E N R Y  DAYTON 

MR. SPEAKER: Your  committee appointed t o  p repare  a resolution com
memorat ing t h e  l ife,  character  and  public service t o  t he  s ta te  and nation 
of t he  Honorable Henry  Dayton, l a t e  of Waukon,  Iowa, and  formerly  
a member of t h e  Four teenth  and  F i f t e e n t h  General Assemblies f r o m  
Allamakee county, Iowa, respectful ly  submit  t h e  following: 

Hen ry  Dayton w a s  born on a f a r m  in  Sa ra toga  county, New York, 
September 30, 1836. 

H i s  f ami ly  w a s  of old English origin.  T h e  founder  of t h e  American 
branch,  spelling h i s  name Deighton, came t o  America in  1639. H i s  
mother ' s  ancestry,  named Fletcher,  came  in  1630. I n  t h e  acquirement 
of a n  education, M r .  Dayton at tended t h e  public schools of his  na t ive  
county, and  a t  t h e  age  of nineteen, a t tended a local college a n d  seminary. 
I n  h i s  youth h e  w a s  a school teacher -in N e w  York and  Iowa. 

I n  1857 Mr .  Dayton came t o  Iowa and  located a t  Hard in ,  Allamakee 
county, a n d  t a u g h t  t h e  winter  t e r m  of school there .  H e  wen t  t o  Arkansas  
in  t h e  sp r ing  of 1858 and the re  entered a l a w  office. Three  years  l a te r  
h e  re tu rned  t o  Iowa,  and a f t e r  r ead ing  l a w  some months with M. V .  
Burdick of Decorah, was  admit ted t o  t h e  b a r  in  Howard county in  
November, 1861. Then f o r  eight  yea r s  h e  w a s  aga in  t h e  schoolmaster, 
teaching school du r ing  t h e  winter  months,  and  act ing a s  deputy surveyor 
of Allamakee county dur ing  t he  summer  months.  I n  t he  f a l l  of 1870 
h e  entered a par tnersh ip  in  l aw pract ice wi th  George B. Edmonds of 
Waukon.  

I n  1873 h e  wi th  h i s  nephew, J o h n  F .  Dayton,  formed,  t h e  par tnership  
of Dayton & Dayton,  which par tne rsh ip  endured f o r  many  years,  w a s  
widely known and  well t rus ted .  

I n  politics M r .  Dayton w a s  a Democrat .  I n  1865 he w a s  elected county 
surveyor and  held t h a t  office two te rms .  I n  1871 h e  w a s  elected t o  
represent  Allamakee county in t he  S t a t e  Legis la ture  and  w a s  re turned  
t o  t h a t  office f o r  a second t e rm.  

I n  1888 h e  w a s  elected county a t torney  f o r  Allamakee county, which 
office h e  held six consecutive years .  L a t e r ,  when in  h i s  eightieth year ,  
h e  w a s  aga in  elected t o  t h a t  office a n d  served one t e rm.  

F o r  more t h a n  a half  century H e n r y  Dayton gave unreservedly of his  
energy and  wise  counsel f o r  t he  advancement of his  community. His  
activities  influenced in  a n  impor tant  and  he lpfu l  w a y  the  Solution of 
m a n y  problems i n  his  community and  t o  h im came, a s  t he  reward  of a n  
u p r i g h t  l ife,  h igh in  i t s  purpose and  constructive in i t s  effort,  t he  re
spect, t h e  admirat ion and  t he  love of h i s  community. 




