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HON. ARTHUR HENRY DAVISON

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee appointed to prepare memorial resolu-
tion commemorating the life, character and public service of the Hon.
Arthur Henry Davison, a former member of the Twenty-fifth General
Assembly of Iowa, begs leave to submit the following:

Arthur Henry Davison was born near Blooming Valley, Crawford
county, Pennsylvania, March 6, 1857, and died in Des Moines, Iowa,
December 1, 1928. Burial was at Riverview cemetery, Rock Rapids, Lyon
county, Iowa. His parents were Wesley and Cynthia Amelia (Thompson)
Davison. Arthur H. attended common school in the country and in
Blooming Valley. In the fall of 1873 he attended State Normal School
at Edinboro, Pennsylvania, and for the next six years he alternated
between teaching near home, working in creameries, and attending State
Normal School, except that one year he spent in Platte county, Nebraska,
where he taught and worked on a farm. In 1879 he was graduated from
the State Normal School at Edinboro and in September of that year
removed to Rock Rapids, Jowa, where he became principal of the town
schools. He occupied that position until the summer of 1881 when he
was appointed county superintendent of Lyon county to fill a vacancy.
That fall he was elected county superintendent and was reelected in
1883, serving in that office until January, 1886. In November, 1883, he
with Charles Creglow purchased the Rock Rapids Review which he edited
for about a year as a Republican paper. In 1885 he purchased the Lyon
County Reporter, a Republican paper, which he published and edited until
August, 1887. From 1885 to 1887 he dealt extensively in real estate.
In 1893 he was elected Representative for Lyon and O’Brien counties, and
served in the Twenty-fifth General Assembly. In May, 1896, he was
admitted to practice law, but never entered extensively in that work.

For years he was a member of the Rock Rapids School Board, and
of the Public Library Board. He removed to Des Moines in December,
1898, and in January, 1899, became secretary of the Executive Council
of Towa. That body had been created but eighteen months and he was
its first formally elected secretary. During his tenure and largely by his
insistence, the importance of the Council in all matters touching the state’s
business was greatly enlarged, and that body became dominant in the
innumerable details of the state’s government. Mr. Davison, serving in
this capacity, was of necessity the burden bearer. Every order, contract,
bill, voucher, came under his watchful eye; and he formulated and en-
forced regulations for the transaction of public business consistent with
best methods in private business. He was invaluable for his knowledge
and industry in those larger responsibilities of the Executive Counecil
in the assessment and taxation of property. He was conscientious and
thorough. The hostility he often incurred was a real tribute to his hon-
esty. He was largely responsible for carrying through to the finish,
in harmony with the spirit of the legislation, the capitol extension project,
and in such way that captious criticism was forever silenced. Nothing
suspicious or questionable was ever suggested in connection therewith.
It was largely through his insistence that provision was made for an
archives department in our Historical building for the preservation of
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the records of the state. He was ever looking for betterment of methods,
always to the end of greater efficiency or better results. He gained the
confidence of leading legislators who often consulted him. Governors
and officials of other states frequently sought his advice and relied upon
him in many matters affecting the welfare of the state. In a modest way,
without thought of himself, free from selfish ambition, Seeretary Davison
was a useful public servant who blazed a way that will be followed long
after his name has been forgotten.

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the
Forty-third General Assembly, That in the death of Hon. Arthur Henry
Davison, this state has lost a loyal citizen, a man of fine ideals and public
spirit, and this House by this resolution tenders its sympathy to the
relatives that survive him; and,

Be It Further Resolved, That these resolutions be spread upon the
Journal, and an enrolled copy sent to the surviving relatives.

O. J. REIMERS,

0. J. Ditro,

G. W. SMmITH, .
Committee.

Unanimously adopted April 8, 1929.

HON. WILFORD P. DAWSON

MEg. SPEAKER: Your committee appointed to prepare suitable resolu-
tions commemorating the life and service of the Honorable Wilford P.
Dawson, late of Cherokee county, beg leave to submit the following
memorial: .

Wilford P. Dawson was born near Brodhead, Green county, Wisconsin,
April 2, 1859, and died at Aurelia, Iowa, October 13, 1928, at the age of
sixty-nine years, six months and eleven days. He was a prominent figure
in political and agricultural circles in the state of Iowa for many years.
He received his education in the public schools of Wisconsin and through
constant study at home. For nine years during his early manhood he
taught school during the winter months and worked on farms in the
summer.

Mr. Dawson came to Iowa in 1882, settling on one hundred and sixty
acres of prairie land in Cedar township, Cherokee county. Three years
later he married Miss Edith Lockwood of Warwick, New York. To this
union ten children were born, one dying in infancy. In 1893 he pur-
chased and moved on a nearby farm where he lived nine years, then
buying and living on a farm near Quimby. In the year 1907 Mr. Dawson
purchased three hundred and twenty acres in and adjoining the town of
Aurelia and here the family has since resided.

Prominent in politics and agricultural circles, Mr. Dawson had a
wide acquaintance over the state. He took a sinceére and ac'ive interest
in agricultural affairs, for which he received due recognition. He was
presented with a certificate of eminent service and honorary degree of
bachelor of science by the Iowa State College for distinguished service
along the line of scientific farming.





