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HON. GEORGE M. CURTIS

MR. SPEAKER—Your committee, appointed to prepare an appreciation
of the life, character and public service of a former member of this
body—-Honorable George M. Curtis, whose death occurred at his home
in Clinton, Clinton county, lowa, February 9, 1921, beg leave to report
the following:

IN MEMORIAM

George M. Curtis was born in Chenange county, New York, in April,
1841. He came, with his parents to Ogle county, Illinois, a few years
later, where, as a boy and young man, he worked on the farm, clerked
in a store, and taught school, In 1867 he came to Iowa, purchasing an

_interest in a small sash, door and blind factory just being started,
in the then, village of Clinton, by a brother, who had preceded him only
a short time. He became the directing head of the business, and, with
good team work, from this humble beginning, there developed one of the
largest and most successful manufacturing enterprises, in its line in
the world, and he lived to see “The Curtis Companies Incorporated,”
with mills, factories, distributing ware houses and offices in ten states,
widely separated, known to every one, where the march of civilization
demands dependable products for constructing homes and public build-
ings, but notwithstanding the vast amount of work necessary in so
large a business, he was interested in other enterprises, the success
of which was largely due to his advice and sagacity. Business, how-
ever, did not engross all of his time and attention. He was a good.
citizen in all that appellation applies; his work for the betterment of
his home city, the improvement of its public schools, and the intelli-
gent dispensation of charity, was untiring and effective. In politics
he was an active and aggressive Republican, and, entering the arena,
as a candidate for state representative in 1886, when his county was
considered hopelessly Democratic, he was triumphantly elected, and,
was an influential member of the Twenty-second General Assembly. In
this service he formed the close personal friendship with Senator Albert
B. Cummins, which lasted, with increasing mutual appreciation, to the
hour of his death. : :

In 1894, without his consent, he was nominated for Congress, which
from the insistance of the active party men, all over the District, he
finally accepted, and, after a characteristic campaign, was elected,
overcoming a supposedly unimpregnable Democratic majority of more
than nine thousand. He was re-elected to a second term, serving his
district—the Second-—with honor and distinction. He declined a third
term for business reasons, and later ill health prevented him from be-
coming the Republican candidate for the nomination for Governor of
Iowa, which was urged from all parts of the state. He was a delegate
to several national conventions, serving twice after his physical condi-
tion was such, that his family had insisted that he curtail his business
activities to the minimum,
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His home life was perfect, as he was a devoted husband and a fond
father, and it was at his own fire side, that his genial nature was at
its best. He will be missed by all, but mostly by those who knew and
loved him best—his faithful wife and two sons, his worthy successors,
in business, to whom, his life will be an inspiration. His passing is
a distinct public loss; to his home city, because he was ever alert to its
best interests; to the state and nation, because his influence was always
exerted to make and keep them what they are—the best state and nation
in the world, therefore

Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Thirty-ninth
General Assembly of the sState of Iowa, that the foregoing “In memoriam”
be, and the same hereby is adopted as its appreciation of the life, char-
acter and public service of Honorable George M. Curtis, a distinguished
former member, that the same be spread upon the records and printed
in the House Journal, and a copy, properly engrossed, signed by the
speaker and the chief clerk, transmitted to the family of the deceased, at
the home in Clinton, Iowa.

Dr. Geo. A. SMITH,
W. F. SCHIRMER,
H. B. MOORHEAD,
Committee.

Adopted Mareh 23, 1921.

HON. LUTHER BROWN

MR. SPEAKER—Your committee appointed to prepare resolutions com-
memorative of the life, character and public services of the Hon. Luther
Brown, beg leave to submit the following:

Hon. Luther Brown was born in Mahoning, Ohio, January 10, 1838.

In 1860 he entered Rush Medical College, and later took post-graduate
work at the same institution, and a three months’ course at St. Thomas’
Hospital, London.

Dr. Brown established himself in the practice of his profession at
Postville, Jowa, in 1866, where he maintained his residence until 1890,
removing from there to Rockford, where he resided until his death.

He was a veteran of the Civil War, enlisting in the 20th Wiseonsin
Infantry, and was later hospital steward in the army.

Politically, he was a democrat, and served as the representative of
Allamakee county in the lower House during the 16th General Assembly.

He was also a railroad surgeon, and examiner for many of the leading
old-line insurance companies, with some of which he was connected for
a period of forty years; and also acted as United States pension examiner
for a number of years.

He was a member of the A. M. A. Medical Society of the Mississippi
Valley, North Iowa Medical Society, Austin Flint Cedar Valley Medical
Association, and a member of the Masonic Order and G. A. R.



