
JO U R N A L  OF T H E H O U SE 2025

question bu t th a t he would have been fu rth e r  honored by h is p a r ty  and 
the people to occupy positions of h igher service.

The people of H ard in  county honored him by election to  th e  Lower 
House of the Iowa L egislature in 1920 and he w as a m em ber of th a t  
body during  the T hirty -n in th , F ortie th , F o rty -firs t and Forty-second 
General Assemblies, w ith membership on m any im p o rtan t com m ittees 
during  th a t time. In  1927 he was chosen as Speaker o f the House 
and served w ith ra re  distinction in th a t office. H is u n fa ilin g  fa irn ess  
and his g rasp  of parliam en tary  procedure, s truck  a new high note in 
the conduct of the  s ta te ’s business. Illness prevented  him from  re tu rn in g  
fo r the ex tra  session in M arch of 1928.

The life w ork of L u ther C arter has been w ritten . I t  was one of intense 
action. E very  good work m et w ith his support. He loved the schools, 
the  church, the better th ings of life. He sacrificed much in service to 
his sta te and county. B ut his record for good can scarcely be m easured 
in its en tirety , fo r his splendid w ork for the s ta te  schools as chairm an 
of the educational committee in the House, had much to do w ith  se tting  
Iow a’s institu tions up on the plane where they can more p roperly  function 
and do good.

He was honored signally  and gave back devotion and service to the 
people and m any m ourn the passing of th is  good m an, whose loss is so 
keenly fe lt by his fam ily, to whom he w as devoted so intensely.

F uneral services were held a t  the F riends Church in New Providence, 
Iowa, in charge of the pastor, th e  Rev. D eW itt F oster, J a n u a ry  3, 1930.

Therefore, Be I t  Resolved by the House of Representatives of the 
Forty-fourth  General Assembly,  T hat in the passing  of th e  Hon. L u ther 
V. C arter, the s ta te  has lost an honored and valuable citizen, a m an of 
high ideals in C hristian  living and useful citizenship.

Be I t  F u r th er  Resolved, T hat a copy of these resolutions be spread 
upon the Jo u rn a l of the House, and th a t the Chief C lerk be directed to 
fo rw ard  an enrolled copy of i t  to the rela tives of the deceased.

E .  O. E l l s w o r t h ,
C. A. H o l l is ,
E l l e t  L e p l e y ,

Committee.
Unanimously adopted April 13, 1931.

HONORABLE EDW ARD H. CU N N IN G H A M
M r . S p e a k e r : Your committee, appointed to p rep a re  resolutions com

m em orating the life and services of the H onorable E dw ard  H. C unning
ham, form er member of the House of R epresen tatives from  Buena 
V ista County, Iowa, beg leave to subm it the follow ing m em orial:

Edw ard H. Cunningham  w as born December 19, 1869, a t  B urlington, 
Wisconsin. He came to Iowa as a young man, locating  in  B uena V ista  
county. W hile living a t  Newell, Iowa, he served as m ayor from  1902 
until 1907. He served as R epresentative of B uena V ista  county in  th e  
General Assembly of Iowa du ring  the T h irty -th ird , T h ir ty -fo u rth  and 
T hirty-fifth  sessions and as Speaker of the House in  the T h irty -fifth  
General Assembly.



2026 JO U R N A L  O F T H E  H O U S E

P e rh a p s  M r. C u n n ingham ’s o u ts ta n d in g  piece of public  w ork  w as th e  
ac tive  p a r t  he took in  th e  F a rm  B u reau  m ovem ent fro m  th e  tim e of its  
o rig in  in  1917. He firs t served as S e c re ta ry  of th e  Iow a F a rm  B u reau  
fo r  m an y  y ea rs , m a in ta in in g  h e a d q u a rte rs  in  Des M oines, Iow a. In  
1919 he conducted  a m em bersh ip  d rive fo r  h is  o rg an iza tio n  w hich resu lted  
in  a p a id  up m em bersh ip  of one h u n d red  and  te n  th o u san d  m em bers. H e 
is  well ch a rac te riz ed  by h is fam ous re m a rk , “ D on’t  sell Iow a sh o rt,” w hich 
typified  h is  love of th e  fa rm  an d  h is g re a t  in te re s t  in  ev e ry th in g  re la tin g  
to  a g ric u ltu re .

In  1923 he w as appo in ted  by P re s id e n t Coolidge as a m em ber o f th e  
F e d e ra l B an k in g  R eserve B oard  in  W ash in g to n , D. C., th e  appo in tm en t 
in  w hich  both th e  la te  S en a to r C um m ins and  S en a to r B ro o k h art w ere 
v e ry  in fluen tia l. T h is position  he held w ith  g re a t  honor, en joy ing  the  
fu lle s t confidence and  t r u s t  of th e  people of Iow a u n til th e  tim e of h is 
d ea th , N ovem ber 28, 1930.

M r. C u n n ingham  is su rv ived  by h is w ife, one son, Glen C unn ingham  
of C resco, Iow a, and  a  b ro th e r  of Des M oines, Iow a, W. R. C unningham .

T h e re fo re , B e  I t  Resolved by the H ouse  o f  R epresen ta t ives  o f  the  
F o r ty - fo u r th  General A ssem bly ,  T h a t in th e  d ea th  of th e  H onorable 
E d w ard  II. C unn ingham  both  th e  s ta te  and  n a tio n  lost a  d istingu ished  
c itizen , endeared  fo r  his life  o f sp lendid , p a tr io tic  service and  th e  H ouse 
o f R ep re sen ta tiv e s  tak e  th is  occasion to  exp ress  its  ap p rec ia tio n  of his 
life  and  w ork  and  ex tend  to  th e  m em bers of h is fam ily  sincere sym pathy  
in  th e i r  so rrow  and  bereavem en t.

B e  I t  F u r th e r  Resolved,  T h a t a  copy of these  reso lu tions be sp read  
upon  th e  Jo u rn a l of th is  H ouse and  th a t  enrolled  copies th e reo f be sen t 
to  th e  su rv iv in g  m em bers of h is fam ily .

J . P a r k  B a i r ,
M a r i o n  R . M c C a u l l e y ,
B y r o n  G . A l l e n ,

Committee.
U nan im ous ly  adop ted  April  Hi, 1931.

H O N . W . A. D A V IE

M r. S p e a k e r : Y our com m ittee, appo in ted  to p re p a re  reso lu tions com 
m em ora tive  of th e  life  and  public service of th e  la te  H onorab le  W. A. 
D avie of D u n lap , Iow a, beg leave to  subm it the  fo llow ing  re p o r t:

W. A. D avie w as born  n e a r  P on tiac , in  L iv ingston  C ounty , Illinois, 
O ctober 13, 1855, a son of John  T. and H a n n a h  (H osk in s) D avie, and  
died a t  D u n lap , Iow a, A p ril 17, 1929.

H e cam e to  C raw fo rd  county  in 1861 w ith  h is  p a re n ts  an d  received 
his e a r ly  education  in  th e  d is tr ic t school of B oyer tow nsh ip  and  continued 
a t  hom e u n ti l  h is  m a tu rity . In  1876 he  beg an  fa rm in g  on h is own 
accoun t in  w hich he w as h igh ly  successfu l, m ak ing  a  specia lty  of stock 
ra is in g . A f te r  re t ir in g  fro m  th e  fa rm , he becam e m an ag e r of the 
F a rm e rs  C o-operative L um ber C om pany of D un lap . H e w as one of 
th e  o rg an ize rs  o f th e  com pany and  w as its  f irs t p res id en t. M r. D avie 
also w as one o f th e  o rg an ize rs  o f th e  K iron  M u tu a l In su ra n c e  Com pany,


