
J O U R N A L  O F  T H E  H O U S E  1685 

Memorial to t h e  Honorable William H .  Cramer  of Mills County 

MR. SPEAKER: Your  committee, appointed to  p r e p a r e  a sui table resolu­
tion commemorating t h e  l ife,  character  and  public service of t h e  l a t e  
Honorable William H .  Cramer ,  begs leave t o  submit  t h e  fol lowing 
memorial : 

William H .  Cramer ,  Representative f r o m  Mills county, w a s  bo rn  in  
War ren  county, Illinois, November 27, 1870, and  died a t  Emerson ,  Iowa,  
March 26, 1949. H e  came to  Iowa- wi th  his  pa ren t s ,  J a n u a r y  1, 1880, 
where  they located on a f a r m  in  Pot tawat tamie  county.  H e  m a r r i e d  El iza­
beth Reynolds, December 23, 1894, and  they  h a d  th ree  ch i ldren:  Alva ,  
E a r l ,  and  Mrs.  Gayle Greenwood. H e  moved t o  a f a r m  i n  Mills county,  
March 1, 1900, and  w a s  a f a r m e r  practically all  h i s  l i fe .  H e  sold h i s  f a r m  
in t he  sp r ing  of 1930 and  a f t e r  t h a t  t ime w a s  engaged i n  t h e  i n su rance  
and real  es ta te  business, together  wi th  auctioneering. H e  held county  a n d  
school offices and  w a s  mayor  of Emerson f o r  five yea r s  and  res igned t h a t  
office to  a t tend  t he  Forty-s ixth  General Assembly. H e  w a s  a member  of 
t h e  Bap t i s t  Church and  Masonic order. H e  served i n  t h e  For ty-s ix th ,  
Forty-sixth E x t r a  and Forty-seventh General Assemblies. H e  is  survived 
by Mrs.  C r a m e r ;  a son, E a r l ,  of Griswold; a daughte r ,  Mrs .  Gayle Green­
wood, of Emerson  ; e ight  grandchildren and  th ree  grea t -grandchi ldren .  

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Fifty-
third General Assembly of Iowa: T h a t ,  in  t he  pas s ing  of t h e  Honorable  
William H .  Cramer ,  t h e  s ta te  h a s  lost a valuable and  honored citizen a n d  
t he  House expresses i t s  appreciation of h i s  cha rac te r  and  public service 
and  tenders,  b y  th i s  resolution, i ts  sincere and  h e a r t f e l t  s y m p a t h y  t o  h i s  
beloved fami ly  in  t h e i r  g r e a t  sorrow and  loss. 

Be It Further Resolved: T h a t  a copy of th i s  resolution be sp read  upon  
the Jou rna l  of t he  House and  t h a t  t he  Chief Clerk b e  directed t o  f o r w a r d  
a n  enrolled copy to  t h e  fami ly  of t he  deceased. 

H E N R Y  W .  W A S H B U R N ,  

W .  J .  J O H A N N E S ,  

E L M E R  A .  B A S S ,  

Committee. 

Memorial t o  t h e  Honorable Merton E .  De Wolf of Clay County 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed t o  p r e p a r e  a sui table  resolu­
tion commemorating t he  l ife,  character  and  public service of t h e  l a t e  
Honorable Merton E .  De Wolf ,  of Spencer, Iowa, begs  t o  submi t  t h e  fo l ­
lowing r e p o r t :  

Merton E .  De Wolf w a s  born  a t  Cambria,  Michigan, on J u l y  23, 1867, 
son of S. P .  a n d  M a r t h a  J .  De Wolf.  H i s  boyhood w a s  spen t  a t  Cambr ia  
where he at tended Hillsdale High  School, l a t e r  g r a d u a t i n g  f r o m  t h e  S t a t e  
University a t  A n n  Arbor ,  Michigan. 

I n  1888, when h e  first came to  Iowa, h e  found  employment i n  t h e  h a r ­
vest fields a t  Rock Valley, l a t e r  working f o r  t h e  g r a i n  b u y e r  a n d  wi th in  
a shor t  t ime  became m a n a g e r  of a n  elevator a t  Inwood, Iowa.  SQon a f t e r  
he accepted a position a s  bookkeeper in a bank  i n  Rock Valley,  moving 
to  Mara thon  i n  1892, where h e  became cashier  of t h e  Savings  B a n k  a t  


