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Resolved, T h a t  a copy hereof ,  duly executed and  a t t e s ted ,  b e  com
municated to the  family bereaved by his  loss, with a n  expression of 
t h e  sympathy of t h e  House  in  t h a t  bereavement .  

W .  S .  FRAI.KY, 

F .  J .  L U N D ,  

J .  M .  0 .  H A M I L T O N ,  

Committee. 

Adopted Apri l  14, 1918. 

H O N .  A Y L E T T  R .  C O T T O N .  

MR. SPEAKER—Your committe appointed to  d r a f t  and  present  resolu
tions commemorating the  life, character, and public services of t he  
Honorable Aylett R. Cotton, a late member of the  House of Representa
tives in t he  Twelfth and Fourteenth General Assemblies, beg leave to  
submit the  following as  their  report :  

Aylett  Rains  Cotton, t h e  th i r t een th  Speaker  of t h i s  House ,  d ied a t  
San Francisco,  C'al., October 30, 1912. H e  was  a na t ive  of t h e  county  
of Trumbul l ,  Ohio, whe re  h e  was  born  November 2 9, 1826.  I n  t h a t  
s t a te  h e  a t t ended  school. W h e n  h e  was seventeen y e a r s  old h e  came  
wi th  h i s  pa ren t s  t o  t h e  t e r r i to ry  of Iowa, coming t o  Cl inton County  
in  t h e  year  1844. R e t u r n i n g  eas t  h e  t a u g h t  school i n  Ohio, Tennes
see and  Pennsylvania.  I n  t h e  las t  named  s t a t e  h e  a t t ended  f o r  a 
t ime Alleghany College a t  Meadville. R e t u r n i n g  t o  I owa  a f t e r  r e a d 
ing  law, h e  w a s  admi t ted  t o  t h e  b a r  in 184 8. W h e n  t h e  gold discov
eries of t h a t  period m a d e  crowds seek California,  y o u n g  Cotton w e n t  
t h e r e  wi th  a n  ox t eam.  Remain ing  in t h a t  s t a t e  a couple  of years ,  h e  
came back t o  Iowa. I n  1851 h e  was  elected t h e  f i r s t  County  J u d g e  
of Clinton County. This  off ice h e  resigned, and  accepted t h a t  of 
Prosecut ing Attorney.  I n  185 7 t h e  county sen t  h im t o  r ep resen t  h e r  
in  t h e  convention t h a t  m a d e  t h e  present  const i tut ion of t h e  s ta te .  I n  
18 67 h e  was  elected a representat ive  i n  t h e  Twel f th  Genera l  Assem
bly, and  w a s  chosen a second t i m e  two yea rs  la ter .  I n  t h e  Twe l f t h ,  
a l though a new member ,  h e  was  p u t  a t  t h e  head  of t h e  Commit tee  o n  
t h e  Judic iary .  A t  t h a t  session t h e  law' w a s  passed t h a t  es tabl ished 
t h e  Circuit  Court ,  and  a long wi th  i t  a n  Appel la te  Cour t ,  s tyled t h e  
General  Term.  J u d g e  Cotton did not  f avo r  t h e  measu re ,  p r e f e r r i n g  
another  measu re  t h a t  was  t h e n  pending, which proposed t o  e n l a r g e  
t h e  jurisdict ion of t h e  County Courts.  

T h e  House  of Representat ives,  in  J a n u a r y ,  187 0, m a d e  h i m  i t s  
Speaker.  I n  t h i s  capacity h e  w a s  one of t h e  most  e f f i c ien t  of o f f i 
cers. T h e  session was  a n  exceptionally exciting one.  - I t  w a s  t h e n  
t h a t  t h e  construct ion of t h e  e legant  bui lding w a s  de t e rmined  on.  A t  
t h e  close of t h e  session t h e  usua l  complimentary reso lu t ions  w e r e  
adopted, b u t  t h e r e  w a s  a n  exceptional in te res t  added  by t h e  m a n n e r  
in  which Mr. Kasson,  t h e  leader  of t h e  House  o n  t h e  f loor ,  whose  m e m 
ory  we have  recalled a t  t h i s  session, expressed t h e  fee l ings  of t h e  
House towards  t h e  Speaker.  Said he, in  t h e  course of h i s  fe l ic i tous  
address :  " W e  were  a w a r e  a t  t h e  t ime  of election of Speaker  t h a t  w e  
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w e r e  c o n f e r r i n g -  a n  h o n o r  i n  t h e  s e l e c t i o n  of a n y  m e m b e r  of t h i s  
H o u s e  t o  p r e s i d e  o v e r  t h e  d e l i b e r a t i o n s  of t h i s  b o d y  d u r i n g  t h e  p r e s 
e n t  s e s s i o n .  W e  a r e  g l a d  t o  r e c o g n i z e ,  a t  t h e  c l o s e  of t h e  s e s s i o n ,  
t h a t  t h e  p a t i e n c e ,  f o r b e a r a n c e  a n d  i n t e l l i g e n c e  of t h e  g e n t l e m a n  w h o  

w a s  se lec ted  h a v e  e n a b l e d  h i m  t o  l eave  110 f e e l i n g  of e n m i t y  o r  hos

t i l i t y  o r  a n g e r  i n  t h e '  b r e a s t  of a s i n g l e  m e m b e r  of t h i s  H o u s e .  T h e s e  
q u a l i t i e s ,  w h i c h  h a v e  m a d e  t h e  t r a n s a c t i o n  of b u s i n e s s  o n  t h i s  f l o o r  
s o  p l e a s a n t  t o  e v e r y  m e m b e r ,  h a v e  r e n d e r e d  t h e m  u n w i l l i n g  t o  p a r t  
f r o m  t h e i r  S p e a k e r  w i t h o u t  s o m e t h i n g  f u r t h e r  t h a n  t h e  o r d i n a r y  tes
t i m o n i a l  of t h e i r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  • of h i s  s e r v i c e s .  * * * T h e y  n o w  
i n s t r u c t  m e  t o  p r e s e n t  t o  t h e  P r e s i d i n g  O f f i c e r  of t h i s  H o u s e ,  i n  t o 

k e n  of t h e i r  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of h i s  m a n y  e x c e l l e n t  t r a i t s ,  t h i s  e l e g a n t  
c a n e ,  w h i c h  I h o l d  i n  m y  h a n d ,  a n d  b e g  y o u  t o  a c c e p t  i t ,  a n d  w i t h  
i t  t h e  m e m o r y  of t h o s e  u p o n  t h i s  floor, e v e r y  o n e  of w h o m  p a r t s  
w i t h  y o u  a s  h i s  f r i e n d ,  e v e r y  o n e  of w h o m  w i s h e s  y o u  a l a s t i n g  a n d  
c o n t i n u e d  p r o s p e r i t y  d u r i n g  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  of y o u r  y e a r s  u p o n  t h e  
e a r t h . "  T h e  S p e a k e r ' s  r e p l y  w a s  e q u a l l y  g r a c e f u l .  I n  t h a t  r e p l y ,  
w h i l e  a c k n o w l e d g i n g  t h e  g r a c i o u s n e s s  of t h e  g i f t  a n d  t h e  g i v e r s ,  t h e  
S p e a k e r  r e f e r r e d  b r i e f l y  t o  t h e  a c t i o n  of t h e  L e g i s l a t u r e .  A f t e r  r e 
f e r r i n g  t o  t h e  r a t i f i c a t i o n  of t h e  f i f t e e n t h  a m e n d m e n t  t o  t h e  F e d e r a l  
C o n s t i t u t i o n ,  h e  c o n t i n u e d  ( a n d  t h i s  i s  o f  e s p e c i a l  i n t e r e s t  a t  t h i s  
t i m e ) :  " F o l l o w i n g  t h i s  c a m e  t h e  f i r s t  e x p r e s s i o n  of a n  I o w a  L e g i s l a 
t u r e  i n  f a v o r  of a d m i t t i n g  t h e  s i s t e r h o o d  of o u r  l a n d  i n t o  f u l l  f e l 
l o w s h i p  i n  t h e  g o v e r n m e n t  of o u r  s t a t e .  I n  t h i s  c o n n e c t i o n ,  I m u s t  

n o t  o m i t  t o  m e n t i o n ,  a s  a m o n g  t h e  m e m o r a b l e  e v e n t s  of t h i s  s e s s i o n ,  
t h a t  c h o i c e  m a d e  b y  t h i s  H o u s e  of o n e  of i t s  o f f i c e r s ,  w h e r e b y ,  f o r  t h e  
f i r s t  t i m e ,  a n  I o w a  l e g i s l a t i v e  b o d y  h a s  m a d e  p u b l i c  r e c o g n i t i o n  of t h e  
r i g h t  of w o m a n  t o  occupy  a n y  p o s i t i o n  f o r  w h i c h  s h e  m a y  be  compe

t e n t — a  c h o i c e  w h i c h  w e  a l l  u n i t e  i n  s a y i n g  h a s  p r o v e n  e m i n e n t l y  

s a t i s f a c t o r y .  

" T h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  w i l l  a l s o  h a v e  l a i d  t h e  f o u n d a t i o n  of t h a t  
e d i f i c e  i n  w h i c h  o u r  s u c c e s s o r s  i n  t h e  G e n e r a l  A s s e m b l y  o f  I o w a  w i l l  

c o n v e n e  l o n g  c e n t u r i e s  a f t e r  w e  s h a l l  h a v e  c e a s e d  t o  h a v e  a n y  conce rn  i n  
t h e  a f f a i r s  of l i f e . "  

I n  t h e  s a m e  y e a r  i n  w h i c h  t h a t  s e s s i o n  w a s  h e l d ,  J u d g e  C o t t o n  
w a s  c h o s e n  t o  r e p r e s e n t  t h e  Second  D i s t r i c t  i n  t h e  Fo r ty - second  Con

g r e s s ,  a n d  i n  1 8 7 2  h e  w a s  a g a i n  c h q s e n ,  b u t  d e c l i n e d  f u r t h e r  s e r v i c e  
i n  t h a t  b o d y .  I n  1 8 8 3  h e  r e m o v e d  t o  C a l i f o r n i a ,  w h e r e  w a s  h e n c e 
f o r w a r d  h i s  h o m e .  

R e s o l v e d ,  T h a t  t h e  H o u s e  of R e p r e s e n t a t i v e s  d i r e c t s  t h a t  t h i s  
m i n u t e  b e  e n t e r e d  011 i t s  r e c o r d s  a s  a m e m o r i a l  a n d  a n  e x p r e s s i o n  of 
i t s  a p p r e c i a t i o n  of t h e  w o r k  w e l l  a n d  w i s e l y  d o n e  b y  t h i s  p i o n e e r  
a m o n g  t h e  l a w g i v e r s  of t h i s  c o m m o n w e a l t h .  

J .  AV. D U X L A P ,  

W M .  J .  G R E E N E ,  

J A S .  K E L S O ,  J H .  

Committee. 

Adopted Apr i l  16, 19.13. 




