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Memorial t o  the  Honorable Alexander H .  Bonnstetter of Pa lo  Alto County 

MR. SPEAKER: Your  committee, appointed to p repare  a suitable resolu­
tion commemorating t h e  life, character  and public service of t he  l a t e  
Honorable Alexander H .  Bonnstetter,  begs leave to submit  t h e  following 
memorial : 

Alexander H .  Bonnstetter,  son of Mr.  and Mrs.  Mar t in  Bonnstet ter ,  
was  born November '20, 1892, a t  West  Bend. His  ea r ly  education w a s  
received in the  Kossuth county schools, la ter  a t tending Highland P a r k  
College and Valparaiso University. H e  t augh t  f o r  th ree  yea rs  in t h e  
Kossuth county schools before he  engaged in fa rming ,  which h e  made hia 
life work. 

Mr .  Bonnstetter was  united in marr iage  t o  Charlot te  L. Anderegg on 
August  19, 1919, in Cincinnati, Ohio, and to  this  union one son, D r .  Rex 
Bonnstetter, was  born, who survives him. He is also survived b y  his  wife ,  
Charlotte, g randdaughter  Ann,  and the  following brothers  and  s i s te rs :  
Antoinette of Algona;  Herman of West  Bend; Mrs .  Edmund Anderegg 
of Br i t t ;  Otto of Brewster,  Minnesota; Dr .  F .  A. Bonnstet ter  of G a r n e r ;  
Dr.  H .  F .  Bonnstetter of Kennedy, Texas;  and Mrs.  L. S. Bohannon of 
Algona. I n  community l i fe  he  served on the  school board, c reamery  board,  
warehouse board, secretary of F a r m e r s  Inst i tute and a s  such promoted 
4-H Club work, served a s  official of AAA, served on the  s t a te  land ten­
ancy committee, was  commodity loan inspector, served a s  director and  
president of t he  Greater  West  Bend Club, and served a s  Representat ive 
f rom Kossuth county in the  Iowa legislature. 

Mr.  Bonnstetter served in t h e  Iowa legislature dur ing  t h e  For ty- four th ,  
Forty-fifth,  For ty-f i f th  E x t r a ,  Forty-sixth, and Forty-sixth E x t r a  Ses­
sions. 

H e  passed away  a t  his  home in  West  Bend on J u n e  12, 1948, and  in ter ­
ment  was  made in  t he  West  Bend cemetery. 

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Fifty-
third General Assembly of Iowa: Tha t  in the  passing of t he  Honorable 
Alexander H .  Bonnstetter,  the  s ta te  ha s  lost a valued and  honored citi­
zen, and the  House tenders,  by  th is  resolution, i ts  sincere sympathy t o  t h e  
surviving members of h i s  fami ly  in their  sorrows; and 

Be It Further Resolved: T h a t  a copy of this  resolution be spread upon 
the  Journal  of the  House and t h a t  t he  Chief Clerk be instructed to  send 
an  enrolled copy to  t h e  family  of t he  deceased. 

CASEY LOSS, 

A .  H .  AVERY, 

WILLIAM F ANDEL, 

Committee. 

Memorial to  the  Honorable Elmer  E .  Cooper of Adams  County 

MR. SPEAKER: Your  committee, appointed to  p repare  a suitable resolu­
tion commemorating the  life, character  and public service of t h e  l a t e  
Honorable Elmer  E .  Cooper, begs leave to submit t h e  following resolution:  

Elmer E .  Cooper, son of LeRoy and Minerva Cooper, was  born  on a 
f a r m  in Douglas township, Adams county, Iowa, September 15, 1883. 
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Soon a f t e r  h is  birth h is  parents  moved to  the  f a r m  which since has  been 
his  home, and f r o m  which he departed th i s  l i f e  A u g u s t  9, 1948, a t  the  a g e  
of 64 years ,  10 months and 24  days.  

H e  graduated f r o m  Iowa State  College in 1910 and since h a s  been an  
active farmer.  H e  took into  consideration all  new and progressive f a r m  
ideas. 

O n  June  28, 1911, h e  w a s  united in  marriage  to  Florence Wilmarth. To 
th i s  union were  born f o u r  children, all  l iving.  H e  i s  survived by  his  wi fe ,  
b y  the  children, Wanda Sours and h e r  husband, Calvin, of Nora  Springs;  
W a y n e  L. and his  wi fe ,  Elsie,  of Los Angeles ;  Will is  F .  and his  w i f e ,  
Opal, o f  Corning; Este l la  Swartz  and h e r  husband, Eugene,  of Lenox;  
and b y  five grandchildren, Carol and Roy Sours, Edward and Florence 
Swartz ,  and LeRoy Cooper, besides other relatives and m a n y  friends.  

T h e  deceased joined the  Methodist Episcopal Church a t  an  early age.  
H i s  relations with  the church throughout his  l i f e  were many. H e  served 
on m a n y  boards and filled m a n y  offices. Nothing  pleased him more than 
to teach a Sunday School class of young  men. H e  w a s  a great  student of 
the  Bible and believed in  i t s  teachings.  T o  him there w a s  a God, a 
Heavenly  Father.  

Mr. Cooper, all  through h i s  l i fe ,  w a s  active in affairs  t o  make better the  
country and world in which h e  lived but  above all w a s  h is  interest  in  h i s  
home. H e  w a s  a true believer t h a t  there  would be peace in  the  world only 
when throughout  the  world there would be "freedom of expression b y  
the  masses  without  violence." H e  served the  people of Adams county in  
the capaci ty  of State  Representative through the  Forty-eighth, Forty-
ninth, F i f t i e th ,  F i f t i e th  E x t r a  and Fi f ty- f irs t  regular  sessions of the  Iowa 
General Assembly.  H e  w a s  a lways  very  humble t o  t h e  people o f  Adams 
county f o r  th i s  grea t  honor. 

One h a s  gone  f r o m  among u s  who  w a s  honest and fearless .  H e  w a s  
most  appreciative of attentions g iven,  ye t  h e  did his  best  t o  avoid being 
a burden to- anyone. Nothing roused his  temper quicker than what ,  t o  
him a t  least,  seemed w r o n g  aga ins t  h i s  f e l l ow man. Goodness, a s  h e  w a s  
permitted t o  s e e  it,  w a s  h is  guide.  

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Fifty-
third General Assembly of Iowa: T h a t  in  the  pass ing  of the Honorable 
Elmer E .  Cooper, the  people of Adams  county and of  t h e  entire s ta te  of 
Iowa have  sustained a grea t  loss and the  House expresses i ts  appreciation 
of h is  character and public service and tenders, by  th i s  resolution, i ts  
sincere and heartfe l t  sympathy to  h i s  beloved fami ly  in their  grea t  sorrow 
and loss. 

Be It Further Resolved: T h a t  a copy of t h i s  resolution be spread upon 
the Journal  of the  House  and that  the  Chief Clerk be directed to  forward 
a n  enrolled copy to  the  fami ly  of the  deceased. 

LEO B .  H A N N A ,  

E L M E K  A .  B A S S ,  

E L M E R  PIEPE®, 

Committee. 


