
JOURNAL OF THE SENATE 1613 

county, where the father made a small payment on a farm and then began 
t<> cultivate the land to payoff the mortgage. 

William helped his father with the farm work. He worked at the 
carpenter trade when not needed on the farm, saved his earnings, and 
attended the Baptist college at Burlington, which was later moved to 
Des Moines and afterwards merged into Des Moines University. His 
finances were so meager and his zeal for learning so great that he did 
his own cooking at college, transported provisions from home to Bur­
lington in a big cart which he made for that purpose, and on one or more 
occasions walked all the way between his home in Clarke county and 
Burlington. 

He was united in marriage to Emma L. Bestor of Abingdon, Illinois, 
Jhnuary 28, 1875, and to this union was born one son. 

After teaching school in various parts of Clarke county, he studied 
law in the office of M. L. Temple, and was admitted to the bar about 1880. 
He practiced law at Osceola from then to the time of his death. 

About 1898 he formed a partnership with L. E. Crist for the practice 
of law and this partnership continued until 1908. 

In 1899 he was elected state senator and represented Clarke and Warren 
("Junties in the Iowa state Senate during the Twenty-eighth and Twenty­
nmth General Assemblies. 

He affiliated with the democratic party and tooK an active part in poli­
tics, being a delegate to numerous democratic conventions, and was one 
ot the presidential electors who elected President Woodrow Wilson. 

He was a member of the Masonic lodge at Osceola for many years and 
held various offices in the local order there: About a year or two before 
his death he was invited by the Grand Lodge of Iowa to make applicatioll. 
to become a thirty-third degree Mason, but his health was then poor and 
he declined to accept the invitation. 

Now, There/ore, Be It Resolved, By the Senate of the Forty-second 
General Assembly of Iowa, that in the death of William Bell Talman the 
state and community where he lived have suffered the loss of an influ­
ential and loyal citizen; and, 

Be It Fm·ther Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be spread 
upon the Journal of the Senate and that the Secretary be directed to send 
all engrossed copy thereof to his only son, William B. Talman. 

C. B. KERN, 
A. G. DOTTS, 
H. GUY ROBERTS, 

Committee. 

The rf'solntion was unanimously a(loptNl h~' a rising vote. 

JOHN B. CLASSEN 

MR. PRESIDENT: Your committee appointed to prepare resolutions com­
memorating the life, character and services of John B. Classen, late of 
Marshalltown, Marshall county, Iowa, beg leave to submit the following: 

John B. Classen was born in Germany, April 30th, 1846, the son of 
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John and Margaret (Enkin) Classen. The mother died in 1848 and th. 
father, with his young son and a daughter, Eliza, emigrated to America 
soon after, settling on a farm in Lee county, Illinois, in 1851. The elder 
Classen died on this farm in January, 1859. 

John B. Classen was reared on a farm, receiving his early education 
in the graded schools of Prairieville, Illinois. Early in life he decided 
to eneage in farming as his life occupation and followed this vocation 
until 1864. At this time, mindful of his duty as a citizen and loyal to 
his adopted country, he enlisted in the Union army as a member of 
Company D., Thirty-fourth Illinois Infantry, in which he served until 
the close of the war. He was discharged in July, 1865. During his 
service in the army he participated in the Atlanta campaign. 

After being mustered out of service, Mr. Classen returned to farming 
and in 1867 came to Marshall county, Iowa. In 1870 he bought one hun­
dred and sixty acres in Vienna township, where he made his home until 
1883, when he sold his farm, purchasing another in the same township. 
On this farm he lived for thirty years, engaging in farming until he 
moved to Marshalltown in 1914, making his home there until his death. 

Mr. Classen was married on December 29th, 1869, to Miss Elmira Mes­
senger, daughter of Mr. and Mrs. E. N. Messenger, pioneers of Marshall 
county. Mrs. Classen died on August 7th, 1921. Miss Belle Classen, an 
adopted dauehter, survives. 

Mr. Classen was prominent in G. A. R. circles for many years and 
during his last illness his old comrades from Frank M. Thomas post paid 
almost daily visits to the hospital to inquire as to his condition. 

Mr. Classen was a life-loni republican and had taken an active part 
in political affairs. He was elected to various township offices and in 
1895 was elected to the Lower House of the Iowa Legislature from the 
Fifty-first district, serving in the Tw~nty-sixth, Twenty-seventh and 
Twenty-seventh extra General Assemblies. In 1900 he was elected to 
the Senate without opposition, serving in the Twenty-eighth and Twenty­
ninth sessions from the Twenty-eighth Senatorial district. Mr. Classen 
was always active in public affairs, was president of the Marshall County 
Fair Association for many years, stockholder and director in the Mar­
shalltown State Bank, interested in the Producers Savings Bank at Green 
Mountain and a member of the Farmers Elevator Association. He was 
a man of high moral character and strong convictions; he stood for the 
things he believed to be right and led an honorable, upright Christian 
life. He affiliated with the Congregational church and his community 
has lost a valuable citizen in his passing. 

Now, Thc/'c!o1'e, Be It Resolt'ed, By the Senate of the Forty-second 
General Assembly of Iowa, that in the death of John B. Classen, the state 
and community where he lived have suffered the loss of an influential and 
honorable citizen; and, 

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be spread 
upon the Journal of the Senate and that the Secretary be directed to send 
an engrossed copy thereof to the bereaved daughter. 

W. E. McLELAND, 
J. N. LANGFITT, 

F. M. BEATTY, 
Committee. 
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