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MEMORIALS 

HONORABLE JOHN M. BIXLER 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee, appointed to prepare resolutions com
memorative of the life, charac:ter and publie services of the late Hon
orable John M. Bixler, of Adams, county, Iowa, beg leave to IIUbmit the 
toll owing report: 

John M. Bixler was born on a farm near Brooks, Adams county, Iowa, 
December 23, 1867. He grew up at the farm home, attended public 
country school, and lx>gan teaching in country schools when quite young. 
He attended Western Nonnal School at Shenandoah, and was graduated 
from Highland Park College, Des Moines, in 1891. That fall he was 
elected county superintendent of schools of Adams county, was re-elected 
and served four years. He then removed to the fann which continued 
to be his home until the time of his death, which occurred on May 26, 1936. 

Mr. Bixler was united in marriage on March 18, 1892, to Miss Fannie 
L. Day, who with six children, Fern, Marjorie, Mary, Carl, Neal and 
Blanche, mourn the death or their beloved husband and father. 

In politics, Mr. Bixler was a republican and served as journal clerk 
of the House of Representatives of the Twenty-sixth and Twenty-sixth 
Extra General Assemblies, and as representative from Adams county in 
the Forty-first, Forty-second, Forty-second Extra, and Forty-third Gen
eral Assemblies. He was a member of the Masonic lodge and of a com
munity church. He was at all times a perfect gentleman, genial, kind
hearted, and devoted to his family and friends. 

Therefo-re, Be lt Resolved, That in the passing of the Honorable John 
M. Bixler, the state has lost a valuable and honored citizen, and the 
House would tender by this resolution its sincere sympathy to the sur
viving members or his family in their sorrow, and 

Be lt Further Resolved, That a cpoy of this resolution be spread upon 
the House Journal, and that the Chief Clerk be instructed to send an 
enrolled copy to the family of the deceased. 

. THOS. HENDRICKSON, 

LmNARD L. MOOftE, 
J. P. GALLAGHF.a, 

Committee. 
Unanimously adopted, April 19, 1937. 

HONORABLE GEORGE W. CLARKE 

MR. SPilAX.Bit: Your committee, appointed to prepare suitable reso
lutions commemorating the life, character and· public service of the late 
Honorable George W. Clarke, of Dallas county, Iowa, beg leave to submit 
the following report: 
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George W. Clarke was born on a farm in Shelby county, Indiana, Octo
ber 24, 1852, and died in Adel, Iowa, November 28, 1936. Burial was in 
Oakdale Cementery, Adel. His parents, John and Eliza J. Clarke, re
moved in October, 1856, to a farm a mile and a half southeast of Drake
ville, Davis county, Iowa. There George grew to manhood, helped on 
the farm, and attended local public school. He taught school for about 
a year, first in the country, then in Drakeville, and in Bloomfield. In 
1874 he entered Oskaloosa College and was graduated in 1877. He read 
law for a brief time in the offices of Lafferty and Johnson at Oskalcosa, 
then entered the law school of the State University of Iowa, from which 
he was graduated in 1878. ' 

On June 25, 1878, Mr. Clarke was united in marriage with Miss Arletta 
Greene, who survives him. To this union were born four children; 
Charles F. Clarke, Fred G. Clarke, Mrs. Nile Kinnick, and Portia, who 
preceded him in death. 

In 1878 Mr. Clarke established himself in the practice of law at Adel. 
He was soon elected Justice of the Peace and served four years. In 1882 
he joined with John B. White of Adel in the firm of White and Clarke, 
which in the course of time came to be regarded as one of the leading 
law firms of that part of Iowa. It existed for nearly half a century, 
and when Mr. Clarke's other interests required his retirement he turned 
his work over to his son Charles F. Clarke. 

In 1899 George W. Clarke was elected representative from Dallas 
county and served in the Twenty-eighth, Twenty-ninth, Thirtieth and 
Thirty-first General Assemblies. He was elected Speaker of the Thir
tieth and Thirty-first General Assemblies. 

In 1908 he was a candidate for the Republican nomination for Lieu
tenant Governor and was nominated in the first primary election in the 
history of the state, and was elected in the general election in the fall. 
For re-election as Lieutenant-Governor in 1910 he had no opposition for 
the nomination, and in the general election was again successful. 

Mr. Clarke became a candidate for Governor in 1912, winning his 
party nomination over Perry G. Holden and Aaron V. Proudfoot and was 
elected at the polls in the general election. For re-election as Governor 
in 1914 he won the nomination over C. G. Lee and John W. Rowley, and 
in the general election, his plurality was 25,845. On retiring from the 
governorship in January, 1917, he served one year as Dean of Drake 
University College of Law and soon thereafter returned to Adel and 
resumed the practice of law for a few years. He engaged in no further 
actitivies in politics except that in 1926 he was chairman of a committee 
managing A. B. Cummins' campaign for re-election to the United States 
Senate. 

As a member of the House of Representatives, Mr. Clarke at once took 
high rank as a man of judgment and knowledge. Both as Speaker of the 
House and as President of the Senate while Lieutenant Governor, he won 
encomiums for his fairness and skill as presiding officer. In the office 
of Governor he exhibited qualities of statesmanship and courage. The 
reorganization of rural schools, the development of permanent roads, 
workmen's compensation, and capitol grounds extension were outstanding 
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subjects and achievement. during his administration. He conatantly 
cenfe.-red with oftleials he believecl were aware of conditions intended to 
be corrected, and those to be accounted for in the pbaaes of finance, legis
lation, litigation and construction. He carried his Gwn convietioo into 
the minds of thoee he consulted and so created biB moat conspicuous 
contribution to his state in his time. He wu a man of strong convic
tions, high ideals, a lover of nature and of the beautiful, and a lonr of his 
fellow man-a clean conseientious Christian gentleman. 

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the H01ue of Re~Bfmt>a.tivt'8 of tM 
Forty-seventk Gqun-al Ass~mtbly, That in the passing of the Honorable 
George W. Clarke, the state has lost a valuable and honored citizen, and 
the House would tender by this resolution its sincere sympathy to the 
surviving members of his family in their sorrow, and 

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the House, and that the Chief Clerk be instructed to send 
an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased. 

HARRY F. COPELAND, 
HENRY L. DAVIS, 

S. M. THOMPSON, 
Committee. 

Unanimously adopted, April 19, 1937. 

HONORABLE WILLIAM 0. COAST 

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee appointed to prepare a resolution com
memorating the life, character and public services of the Ia~ Honorable 
William 0. Collst of Johnson county, Iowa, beg leave to submit the fol
lowing: 

William Oscar Coast was born August 5, 1880, in I<YWa City, Iowa 
and died there on February 28, 1937. His parents were William Philip 
Coast aad Mary Ellen Coast, who were pioneers of the state of Iowa. 
Mr. Coast attended Iowa City schools and the Michigan Military Academy. 
He attended the State University of Iowa in 1902. On October 24, 1904., 
.he Wlls married to Kiss Maud C. Kingsbury. To this union were born 
t1ro daugkters. Mr. Coast was major of the University Cadets in 1900 
and 1901; president of the Iowa City Commercial Club in 1913 and 1915; 
and a member of the State-Wide Publicity Commisaioo of the Associated 
Advertising Clubs of Iowa in 1914. He served in the Thirty-sixth Gen
eral Assembly as state representative. 

Mr. Cout took an active part in eivk and educational affairs. He 
served on the board in Control of Athletics at the State University of 
Iowa, and was active in promoting measures for the develop~Mat of the 
Children's Hospital and the College of Commerce of the University. At 
the time of his death, he was a member of the Board of Curators of the 
State Historical Society of Iowa, on which board he had served tor 
seventeen years. As a public servant, Mr. Coast was actuated only by 
a sense of duty to the trust that was committed to him. His death has 
left a gap in his community that is not likelr to be soon fiUed. He served 
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