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HON. FRANCIS GRAY CLARK

F ran cis  Gray C lark  was born  in R oxbury, V erm ont, A pril 17, 1838. 
He rem oved to B ridgew ater, V erm ont, w ith  h is  p a re n ts  in 1843, an d  
was educated  in the common schools. He la te r  a tten d e d  an  academ y 
in South W oodstock, V erm ont, til l  th e  sp ring  of 1859, w hen he en te red  
B arre  Academy. He en tered  M iddlebury College in  1860, and  rem a in ed  
th e re  till th e  sum m er of 1862, w hen he en lis ted  in C om pany G, Six- 
teeth  V erm ont Volunteer In fan try . He was in  the service about a 
year and  was actively engaged w ith  his reg im en t in  th e  G etty sbu rg  
cam paign. G eneral S tan n a rd ’s brigade, to  w hich th e  S ix teen th  V er
m ont belonged, took a conspicuous p a r t in th e  th ird  day of th e  b a ttle  
of G ettysburg  and aided in repu lsing  P ic k e tt’s charge. Mr. C lark , the  
cap ta in  being disabled, was in  com m and of th e  com pany a t  th a t  tim e.

R e tu rn in g  home, he joined his class a f te r  a y e a r ’s absence and  
g rad u a ted  in 1864. In  the fall of th a t  year he took  ch a rg e  of C hester 
(V t.) Academy, b u t on Ja n u a ry  4, 1865, en listed  fo r a second tim e 
in th e  T w enty-sixth New Y ork Cavalry, w hich w as s ta tio n e d  on th e  
n o rth e rn  fro n tie r to prevent incursions from  C anada. He w as m us
te red  o u t a t  the close of th e  w ar in June , 1865. H e a t once beg an  re a d 
ing law  in th e  office of G eneral F . W. H opkins, th en  clerk  of cou rts  
a t  R u tland , V erm ont. In  May, 1866, he en tered  th e  law  office of G en
e ra l P e te r  T. W ashburne of W oodstock, V erm ont, an d  w as a d m itte d  
to W indsor county b a r in December, 1866. He decided to  rem ove to  
th e  W est, an d  se ttled  in  B elle P laine , B enton county, Iowa, w here  he 
practised  law  successfully  for several years. In  1872-3 he w as a  m em 
ber of the  H ouse in th e  F o u rte en th  G eneral A ssem bly, bo th  a t  th e  re g u 
la r  and  special session.

In Novem ber, 1876, he rem oved to  Cedar R ap ids w here  he resided  
till the  tim e of h is death . He w as stead ily  engaged in  th e  p rac tice  of 
the  law, the  firm being known as  “ C lark & C la rk .” H is o ld est son, 
C harles F ran cis  C lark, a t  th is  tim e a m em ber of th e  T h ir ty -n in th  Gen
era l Assembly, was th e  jun io r m em ber of th e  firm .

Mr. C lark  w as m arried , first, in  R ochester, V erm ont, S ep tem ber 5, 
1865, to  H a rrie t N. Newton, who died Septem ber 28, 1892. M rs. C lark  
was a wom an of especially fine a tta in m en ts  an d  scho larsh ip , an d  a  
successful teacher before h e r  m arriage. Mr. C lark  w as m a rrie d  th e  
second tim e Septem ber 1, 1896, to M ary V irg in ia Loy, of C edar R apids. 
T he widow and  five ch ild ren  surv ive decedent. T he ch ild ren  are  
Maude, C harles F rancis, P au l Newton, David F lag g  an d  R o b ert Lane, 
one child C harles Newton having  died in 1869..

Mr. C lark  occupied a position of leadership  in  the  life  o f th e  s ta te  
and in th e  com m unity in w hich he lived. H e w as a t  one tim e  sen ior 
vice departm en t com m ander of th e  G. A. R . of Iow a, an d  com m ander 
of th e  m ilita ry  o rder of the  Loyal Legion. H e w as ch a r te r  m em ber of 
th e  F irs t C ongregational Church, of Cedar R apids, an d  h as  been a 
m em ber of i ts  board  of tru s tees  since its  o rgan iza tion  in  1879. H e was
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presiden t of the  school board  for years. F o r n early  forty  years he 
was a m em ber of the board  of tru s tees  of the Cedar R apids Y. M. C. A., 
and  vice p residen t of such board. He was a t  one tim e m em ber of the 
city council and  was d istinguished  in the  life  o f h is hom e city for pub
lic sp irit and w ide civic in te rest.

The career of Mr. C lark  w as notably m arked  by those civic activities 
and fine ideals of service th a t d istingu ish  the  b est A m erican manhood. 
He w as th e  type th a t m akes for th e  safety  of society and for the  de
velopm ent of th e  best in th e  life of the fam ily an d  the state.

W e cannot b e tte r  indicate the  charac ter of Mr. F rancis  Gray Clark 
th an  to quote from  apprecia tion  prepared  by h is fellow m em bers of the 
F irs t C ongregational Church, of Cedar Rapids. W e quote as follows:

“ I t  is hard ly  a figu re of speech to call him  th e  fa th e r  of the  church. 
One of the  first, if not the  very first, in its  founding  and planting , he 
was th e  la s t of th e  little  ch a rte r band of tw enty-four to have w atched 
its growth, led and joined in its labors, and shared in its accomplish
m ents. In  add ition  to his m any o ther responsibilities, the  rare  experi
ence was his to have held the office of tru s te e  of th e  church for nearly  
forty-tw o years. To no o ther individual is th e  church  under such in
debtedness on the score of wisdom, prudence, zeal and un tirin g  devo
tion.

“And now h is  peaceful passing, beyond the  a llo tte d  span of fourscore 
years, has b u t deepened and sw eetened th e  im pression of h is fine and 
stu rd y  character, and  his genial personality . H is was a life well lived 
in th ree  d im ensions; it was long and  broad and  deep. To us rem ains 
a serene and g ra te fu l memory. To him  is fu lfilled  the prom ise of a 
crown of life for those who have been fa ith fu l un to  death. The sym
pathy  of the  church, m ade up of hum an h ea rts , for the  sorrow ing 
household, is m ingled w ith  pride in th e  u n ta rn ish ed  record  of th a t  use
fu l life .”

Be I t  Resolved, by the House of R epresentatives of the Thirty-ninth 
G eneral Assembly: T hat in the  passing of H onorable F ran k  G. Clark
th is  assem bly w ould express its  rea liza tion  of th e  loss of one of the 
strong, fine m en of th e  state , a citizen of g rea t public sp irit and use
fu lness and  Of th e  h ighest civic ideals, and  th e  House would tender 
by th is  reso lu tion  its sym pathy for the  fam ily th a t  survives.

Be I t  Further Resolved, th a t a duly enrolled copy of th is resolution be 
forwarded to the family of deceased.

J. B . W e a v e r ,
E . H. K n ic k e r b o c k e r ,
Geo. B. P e r k i n s ,

Committee.
Adopted April 4, 1921.


