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I have  o ften  th o u g h t a s  w e look ab o u t us and  see m en who have 
lived and  a re  o lder th an  we are , th a t  th e  lives of each  of us a re  la rgely  
m ade up from  th e  c h a ra c te r  and  q u a lities  o f th e  lives of o th e r m en who 
have been  n e a r  us. T h is is th e  firs t tim e, I th in k , d u rin g  my c a re e r in 
th e  L eg is la tu re  th a t  I have  ever had  occasion  to  sp eak  on a  m em orial 
and  th e  firs t tim e  th a t  anyone from  m y ow n d is tr ic t h as  been m em orial­
ized a t a  sessio n  of th e  S enate . On th is  occasion especially  I am  re ­
m inded  of th e  splendid  m an  th a t  I have  the  p riv ilege a t  th is  tim e to 
p re sen t th is  re so lu tio n  in  reg a rd  to.

H e had  all those  n a tive  q u a lities  and  as  I u sed  to  look a t  him  during  
h is  c a re e r  in  th e  law  p rac tice , I have seen  w h a t seem ed to  me, m any of 
th e  c h a ra c te r is tic s  of L incoln h im self, I h ave  h ea rd  h im  describe  th a t 
bloody b a tt le  of C hickam auga w here  fou r ou to f ev ery  five m en in  h is 
com pany  w ere  sh o t down. H is in te re s t  in  th e  a ffa irs  of h is county and 
in  the  a ffa irs  of h is s ta te  w ere g rea tly  en h an ced  because  of th e  p a rt 
h e  took in  th e  g re a t serv ice  of th e  Civil W a r and  he  c a rr ied  w ith  him , 
I th in k  th ro u g h  life  some of th e  ideals he sought, and  as we younger 
m en  saw  him , we g a th e red  from  him  som e of h is ideals. Judge C arson 
w as one of those  m en w ho nev er reap  fam e. H e w as too diffident 
in  h is  w ay  to ev e r becom e fam ous, b u t he  w as one of those  splendid 
m en  w ho ac ted  w isely  an d  well, and  over and  above all, as I rem em ­
b e r  Judge  C arson  I like to  th in k  how m any, m an y  m en there  a re  in  
th e  w orld w ho have th e  sam e q u a lities  o r equal qua lities who rea lly  
n e v e r  a tta in  p rom inence and  o ften  n ev e r m ake  a  success in  th e ir  chosen 
profession . T he  very  qua lities w hich m ade him  fam ous, p reven ted  him  
from  every  becom ing w ealth ,— th e  very  q u a litie s  th a t  rea lly  m ade him  
capab le  and  show ed th a t he  w as a  sp lend id  th in k e r  and w ith  all, quite 
a  w onderfu l m an  in  a  sm all w ay, w ith  h is  n a tu ra l adverseness to  
n o to rie ty  k e p t h im  from  ev er be ing  a no ted  c h a rac te r, in  th is s ta te , 
though  he had  all th e  qualities.

T he b e s t th in g  th a t  can  he said  of h im  is  th a t he  w as one of those  
dependab le  A m erican  citizens, a lw ays tak in g  an  ac tive  p a r t in  the  af­
fa irs  of h is  loca lity  and  city , and  in  h is  s ta te , and  who w as satisfied 
th a t  th e  g re a te s t th in g  in  life w as fea lty  to  h is fam ily  and to  his friends 
and  to  h is  coun try , and  w ith  th a t he  lived th ro u g h  life and  th a t  w as 
h is  only claim  to  g rea tn ess .

G IL B E R T  S. G ILBERTSO N .

Senator Kingland, from a special committee, submitted the 
fo llow in g  report and m oved its ad o p tio n :

M k . P r e s id e n t —Y our com m ittee appoin ted  to  p rep are  a  resolu tion  com­
m em ora ting  th e  life, ch a rac te r and  public serv ices of G ilbert S. G ilbertson, 
beg leave to  su b m it th e  follow ing repo rt.

G ilbert S. G ilbertson  w as of N orw egian p a ren tag e  and  w as born  in 
S p rin g  Grove, M innesota, October 17th, 1863 and  died in  Des Moines, Iowa, 
N ovem ber 25th, 1917. H is ea rly  advan tages w ere by no m eans extra-


