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MEMORIALS

S e n a t e  C h a m b e r ,  
D e s  M o i n e s ,  I o w a ,  A p r i l  15, 1919.

In accordance with a resolution duly adopted on April 10th the 
Senate met in memorial session at 8 :00 p. m. President pro tem  
W allace H. Arney presiding.

JAMBS BORING CARNEY.

Senator Arney, from a special committee submitted the fo llow ­
ing report and moved its adoption:

Mr. P r e s i d e n t —Your com mittee appointed to d ra ft resolutions com­
m em orative of the life, charac ter and services of Jam es Loring Carney, 
beg leave to subm it the following report:

Jam es Loring Carney, a  m em ber of th e  Tw enty-sixth and Twenty- 
seventh General Assemblies, 1896-1898, also the special session of the  
Twenty-sixth in 1897, died in M arshalltown, Iowa, Septem ber 19, 1917, 
age seventy, the funeral services tak ing  place on Thursday following in 
M arshalltown, h is home city since 1873.

Mr, C arney was a native of M assachusetts. He was born in the  town 
of Lawrence, on July 29, 1847, and was a son of Bartholom ew  and Jan e  
Graham Carney. W hen th e ir  son Jam es w as a sm all boy, Mr. and Mrs. 
Carney moved to Ohio, and in 1855 came to  Pow eshiek County, th is  s ta te , 
settling on a  farm  th a t the elder Carney had entered from  the govern­
ment. In  1861 the elder Carney died, and h is widow and h er children  
moved to  Grinnell.

H ere Jam es L. Carney entered  Iowa College, from  which he w as g rad ­
uated w ith  the class of 1871. Mr. Carney then  w ent to the S tate U niver­
sity of Iowa to  study law, and w as graduated  from  the  law  school of 
tha t in stitu tion  in 1873.

Shortly a fte r graduation from  th e  law  school, Mr. Carney w en t to 
M arshalltown, and entered the employ as a  clerk  in one of th e  pioneer 
law firms of the  town, Brown, Boardm an & Sears, com prising the  well- 
known atto rneys of th a t day, Tim othy Brown, H. E. J. Boardm an, and R. 
E. Sears. A fter a few years of clerkship, Mr. Carney entered the firm of
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H enderson and Merriman, composed of Judge H. C. Henderson and H. L. 
Mr. M errim an retired  to become editor of the M arshall County Republican, 
Mr. M errim an retired  to become editor of the M ashall County Republican, 
which he and Judge H enderson bought in January , 1879. The law firm 
then became Henderson & Carney, and continued as such until Mr. 
Carney retired  and formed a  partnersh ip  w ith Timothy Brown, known 
as Brown and Carney. This firm was in existence until 1898, when Mr. 
Carney and J. M. Holt formed a co-partnership known as Carney & Holt. 
A fter two years, this was dissolved and Mr. Carney practiced alone until 
1911, when he took his son, Leonard T. Carney, into the  partnership of 
Carney & Carney.

Mr. Carney’s entrance into politics began in 1882, when he became a 
candidate for city solicitor. He was elected to succeed B. L. Burritt, 
and served four years, being succeeded by C. H. Forney.

W ith th is office as a  stepping stone, Mr. Carney aspired to be county 
attorney, and was elected to this office in 1890, serving, beginning Janu: 
ary  1, 1891, for four years.

Two years a fte r h e  retired  from the county atto rney’s office, Mr. 
Carney was elected as the republican candidate for senator from M arshall 
County, and served in both the tw enty-sixth and twenty-seventh gen­
eral assemblies, 1896-1898, also in the special session of the twenty-sixth 
in 1897. He followed George A. T urner as senator from tha t district, 
and was succeeded by John B. Classen.

In the Iowa Senate, Mr. Carney took an active and im portant part. He 
was a m em ber of th e  code revision com m ittee, which took charge of the 
revision of the Iowa Code of 1897. He was a leader in the movement to 
place the sta te  institu tions in the hands of a  board of control instead of 
boards of tru stees  of each separate  institu tion  and 'was one of a special 
com m ittee which prepared the first draft of w hat becam e the board of 
control bill and law.

Mr. C arney also was author of the  state-w ide prim ary bill, which he 
introduced as chairm an of the elections com m ittee of the Senate. In 
those days, however, the bill did not m eet w ith much favor, but in la ter 
years it becam e a law and one of the epoch-making reform s of the state.

Mr. Carney served for several years as a m em ber of the school board 
of his town, and was president of th a t body. He was form erly vice presi­
dent of the  City N ational Bank, and was elected as the first president of 
the H istorical Society of M arshall County, an office he held a t the time 
of his death.

In 1892 Mr. Carney was elected as a delegate to  the national repub­
lican convention a t Minneapolis, from th e  F ifth  Iowa District. He 
proved to be the only delegate from the sta te  to cast a vote for William 
McKinley, Jr., of Ohio, a candidate for the  republican nomination for 
the presidency in opposition to P residen t Benjam in Harrison. Four 
years la te r Mr. Carney was deeply gratified to see his favorite candidate 
become the nom inee of his party  and elected as the  nation’s chief execu­
tive.

In  1909 Mr. Carney was chosen as vice president of the Iowa State Bar 
Association. The president of the association, Charles M. Harl, of Council
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jjiafls, died in  office, and Mr. Carney became president. In  1910 he was 
elected president of th e  association.

Mr. Carney was a member of the different Masonic organizations, in­
cluding the blue lodge, chapter, and com mandery. He also w as a m em ber 
of the Odd Fellow s’ lodge.

Whereas, The Honorable Jam es Loring Carney, a  m em ber of th is  body 
in the Twenty-sixth and Twenty-seventh G eneral Assemblies, has been 
called from th is  life, therefore,

Be I t  Resolved, T hat the Senate has heard w ith deep sorrow  and regret 
of his death and th a t it recognizes th e  high charac ter of his service to his 
sta te  and in his death  the sta te  has lost a  w orthy and noble citizen, and,

Be I t  Resolved, F u rth e r, th a t these resolutions be spread upon the 
journal, th a t an engrossed copy of the same be sen t to h is widow, Mrs. 
Minnie Carney, a t  M arshalltown, Iowa, and to  his son, Leonard T. 
Carney, a t 1333 22d St., Des Moines, and to his daughters, Mrs. Lora 
Woodbury, a t  1333 22d St., Des Moines, la., and M isses Gladys and G erna 
Carney, a t M arshalltown, la.

W. H. A r n e y ,
A . V . P r o u d f o o t ,
O . A. B y i n g t o n .

The resolution was adopted unanimously by a rising vote.
In moving the adoption of the resolutions, Senator Arney spoke 

in part as fo llo w s:

We have m et tonight to pay a tribu te  of respect and honor to those 
who have passed beyond. Death is not a pleasant subject to con­
tem plate. W hen we speak of death  it is w ith a shudder and ye t the re
comes a tim e in the life of each of us when we follow our friends w ith
Ingersoll,

Into the valley of the shadows,
Down into portals 

W here hangs a curta in  so thin
T hat we can alm ost hear the flu tter of a wing,

Or the rustling  of a  garm ent, or a w hispered sigh,
And yet no word ever comes back to tell us

Of th a t wonderful land beyond the  grave.

It was my pleasure to know Senator Carney for a  num ber of years in  
a social and business way. W e talked upon all m anner of subjects, 
even death  and the H ereafter. I do not know th a t he had any very well 
defined views as to the H ereafter; if he had they m ight be summer" 
in the verse:

Our ingress to life is barren  and bare.
Our egress from life, we know not where,

B ut by doing well here,
W e do well there.

And certain ly  Senator Carney did “do w ell” here. He accum ulate* 
a com petency of some proportions. He was a good business m an; h*-.


