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of the United States; he saw the many changes of progress marching
through like a victorious army, and all in the lifetime of one man.

He thought, spoke and wrote with all the vigor of disciplined manhood.
No man in the community carried more warm personal friends than this
master pioneer. If he had enemies, they were only among those who
could not use him for questionable purposes. He enjoyed the confidence
of his region for unbroken integrity, fidelity to friends and moral virtues.
He turned many of the youths of his acquaintance into paths of success
and Christian living. He gave of all his energies to the service of bet-
terment for his community and Iowa, the state he loved. He lived con-
tinuously for seventy years in the one house in which he was married.
He belonged to the order of Masons, and was a member of the Baptist
church. He passed away May 11, 1927, in his eighty-ninth year.

Therefore, Be It Resolved, That the House of Representatives take this
occasion to present this tribute to the memory of a faithful public ser-
vant, and to express appreciation of his character and public service, and
at the same time extend to relatives most sincere sympathy.

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be printed in
the Journal of the House and that the Chief Clerk be dlrected to forward
to the family of the deceased an enrolled copy.

D. R. McCREERY,
W. WALTER WILSON,
J. E. McMILLAN,
Committee.

Unanimously adopted April 8, 1929.

HON. HOWARD WEBSTER BYERS

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee appointed to prepare a resolution and
a befitting memorial on the life, character and public service of the Hon-
orable H. W. Byers, beg leave to submit the following report:

H. W. Byers was born in Woqdstock, Richland county, Wisconsin,
December 25, 1856, and passed away in Des Moines, Iowa, March 24, 1928.

He spent his early manhood in Shelby county, and here began his
chosen profession, the practice of law, at Harlan, Towa, which so well
fitted him for the prominent part he was to play in the affairs of his
county and state.

His first political venture of importance was his election to represent
Shelby county in the House of Representatives of the Twenty-fifth Gen-
eral Assembly, and he was again chosen to serve in the Twenty-sixth
General Assembly and was elected Speaker of the House.

This was an important Assembly as it was elected to revise the Code,
and no man was better fitted to preside over the House, during such a
time than was “Webb Byers,” the name by which his host of friends
knew him. :

In 1898 he became a candidate for the Republican congressional nomi-
nation in the Ninth District, but failed of his desire, only after one of
the longest conventions ever held in the state and after 525 ballots had
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been taken, and, during all that time and all that balloting forty-eight
delegates from his own and neighboring counties remained with him
throughout, and he was only seven short of a majority.

Mr. Byers was again chosen a member of the House in the Twenty-
eighth General Assembly, and served most creditably. By this time his
influence and worth were recognized and rewarded by his selection to the
office of attorney general of this his adopted state. Upon retiring from
the state house he was appointed corporation counsel of the city of Des
Moines, and during his incumbency many big and 1mportant questions
arose which he met with his usual ability and judgment.

He presided over two Republican state conventions during his service
in politics, being permanent chairman of the convention whlch first nomi-
nated A. B. Cummins for Governor.

Mr. Byers was for many years a member of the Des Moines law firm of ..
Clark, Byers & Hutchinson, a firm which was among the leaders of the
bar in the Capital City.

He strenuously advocated the nommatxon of his law partner, Howard
J. Clark, for United States Senator at the primary election in 1926.

The writer realizes his inability to do justice to Mr. Byers, as he was
one of God’s noblemen, the finest and noblest of men. He was a friend
of the poor man, always extending a helping hand to the unfortunate.
He was a magnetic and entertaining speaker, honest and courageous,
and vigorously urged any principles for which he contended.

His life work is finished, his career is closed, his work is done, but as
a monument to him, there remain his deeds, his admirers, and his many
friends.

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the Forty-
third General Assembly of the State of Iowa, That the foregoing
memorial be adopted as its appreciation of the life and character and
public service of the Honorable Howard Webster Byers.

Be It Further Resolved, That these resolutions be spread on the records
of this House, and an enrolled copy thereof be sent to the family of the
deceased.

Geo. E. MILLER,

E. A, ELLIOTT,

‘WiILBER F. HUBBARD,
Committee.

Unanimously adopted April 8, 1929,

HON. EDWARD D. CHASSELL

MR. SPEAKER: Your committee appointed to prepare suitable resolu-
tions commemorating the life and service of the Honorable Edward D.
Chassell, late of Plymouth county, Iowa, beg leave to submit the following
memorial :

Edward D. Chassell was born at Holland Patent, Oneida county, New
York, May 25, 1858, and died in Des Moines, Iowa, October 18, 1928.
Burial was at Wyoming, Iowa.





