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to the day of his death, his wife's devoted lover and companion in the 
truest sense of the word. Out-spoken, quick to censure what he believed 
to be wrong and ready to fight to the death for what he believed was 
right, he had justly earned the full confidence and respect of his fellows 
and the love of those of us who had the honor of being more closely as­
sociated with him., His great, earnest heart suffered for the woes or 
all humanity and he would have shared his last crust with friend or foe 
in need. His life was a burst of sunshine and his friends miss that 
hearty laugh and that smile that he always wore and that hand that was 
always extended in good fellowship. The little children of Sigourney 
miss him. He loved them and always had a kind word for them and for 
all the boys and girls. In fact Cassius M. Brown loved all the world and 
if he had an enemy, we do not know it. He was a good, true friend and 
more cannot be said of any man. 

Life is real; life is earnest, 
And the Grave is not its goal, 
Dust thou art to dust returneth, 
Was not spoken of the soul. 
Not enjoyment and not in sorrow 
Is our destined end or way. 
But to act, that each to-morrow, 
Finds us farther than today. 

H. C. BURGESS. 

Senator Enger, from a special committee, submitted the follow­
ing report and moved its adoption: 

MR. PRESIDENT-Your committee who was appointed to draft resolu­
tions commenting on the life, career and public services of the Honorable 
H. C. Burgess, late of Cresco, Iowa, beg leave to submit the following: 

Hon. H. C. Burgess, of Cresco, Iowa, Senator from the Forty-secona 
District during the Thirty-second and Thirty-third General Assembly, was 
born in Fairfield, Maine, December 20, 1846. In 1864 he came with his 
parents to Iowa and located at Lansing. Two years later he moved to 
Howard ·county and soon afterwards took charge of a lumber yard for 
Fleming Bros. in whose employ he remained for seventeen' years and had 
charge of the yards in Ossian and Hull, Iowa, and in Mitchell, S. D., and 
finally in Cresco. In 1885, after six years' stay in Cresco, he bought out 
his employers and continued the lumber business there. This business 
he pursued actively until about 2 years. ago when failing health forcea 
him to retire and he turned the business over to his sons, who for years 
had been actively associated with him. Besides this ·business in Cresco 
he also established prosperous lumber yards in neighboring towns in his 
county which are now operated by his sons. In 1869· he was united in 
marriage to Miss Emily J. Copper. To this union was born four sons. 
The eldest died in infancy. The otherS'-Charles, Ray and Joseph-grew 
up to manhood and as above mentioJ?-ed associated themselves with their 
father's business. After failing health forced him to retire from business 
he spent as much of his time as his health would permit in the enjoy-
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ment of friends, flowers, the garden and the rivers. After a long illness 
he passed away in his ho'me on the 8th day of March, 1917. 

Senator Burgess was always actively interested in politics and align­
ing himself with the republican party. His aim in this direction was for 
clean politics and good government; for the up-building of the state and 
the moral and intellectual elevation' of society. He was a man of deep 
and long enduring friendship, intensely loyal. A.friend of his was always 
a friend. He was a loyal member of his church where his natural 
benevolence and wise counsel wa~ a great asset to the congregation and 
where his departure is a loss that will long be felt by the pastor and 
members. In every association with others he was unfailingly kind and 
solicitous of their happiness. Always devoted and gentle beyond words 
with children. Upright and honorable in all his dealings. His life has 
brightened all those with whom it came in contact with. Justice, in­
tegrity and honesty were his strong characteristics. He hated falsehood 
and always spoke his mind when it was time to speak, without fear or 
favor. As firmness and truth always command respect and confidence, 
he was respected and trusted and blessed with a multitude of friends 
who mourn his departure. 

In 1906 he was elected Senator from the Forty-second district, composed 
of Howard and Winneshiek counties. In the legislature his activities 
and character brought him influence and respect, as has been bestowed 
on few. His counsel and judgment was sought and respected and his 
influence went far in the shaphig of legislation during his term of service. 

It is fitting that public recognition of his life be made, therefore be it 
Resolved, That in the death of Senator Henry Clay Burgess the State 

of Iow.a has lost a faithful public servant and an able statesman whose 
services promoted the public welfare and whose fidelity to public duty 
furnished an example worthy of emulation; 

Resolved, Tfat the district of Howard-Winneshiek has lost a most 
useful and loyal citizen; his home community, a willing co-worker and 
neighbor, and his family, a kind and loving husband and father; and be 
it further 

Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be spread on the Journal of 
the ,Senate, and an engrossed copy of the same be sent to the bereaved 
family. 

L. M. ENGER. 
A. M. FELLows, 
B. W. NEWBERRY. 

The resolutions were adopted unanimously by a rising vote. 

Senator Enger, in moving the adoption of the report, spoke as 
follows: 

Senator Henry Clay Burgess of Cresco was among the men who sav. 
the State of Iowa with only partly settled areas. He saw it develop into 
a modern up-to-date State, abounding in wealth, strong in intellect, 
equipped with modern institutions. 


