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HON. OWEN BROMLEY. 

M E .  SPEAKER: Your Committee appointed to prepare a. memorial fit­
tingly to commemorate the life and public service of the Honorable 
Owen Bromley, submit the  following report: 

In a coal miner's cabin in Denbigshire, Wales, on May 20, 1825, 
there was born a child t o  bear the  name, Owen Bromley. There  w a s  
nothing i n  the  t ime or place t o  indicate that  h i s  l i fe  w a s  t o  differ 
i n  any essential particular from the  l ives of those about him. A 
dreary future opened before him. H e  belonged t o  the  poor and 
oppressed. H e  was denied both the playtime which should belong by 
right to  all children, and the  l itt le opportunity for  schooling the  
community afforded, for when but  e ight  years old h e  began daily 
tasks in the mines to secure a bare subsistence. This was  h i s  lot until 
he  grew t o  manhood. 

But if fate was cruel in assigning him these untoward circum­
stances, nature was kind in endowing him wi th  a n  active and recep­
tive mind. By  h is  own efforts, wholly untaught, he  mastered both 
Welsh and English. He w a s  fond of reading and study. The  great 
reform agitation i n  England attracted him t o  politics and led h im 
t o  become a n  ardent disciple of John Bright, whose teachings strongly 
influenced him at  a láter period. 

At  the  age  of twenty-seven, h e  turned his  back o n  the  home of 
his  fathers and set out for America, where he  arrived in July, 1852. 
He settled in Pennsylvania and engaged in mining. H e  was  married 
In 1854, in Philadelphia, to  Miss Sarah R. Davis, who  a l so  w a s  a 
native of Wales. Falling under t h e  observation of some  wealthy 
men- who were impressed with h is  good judgment, h e  w a s  sent by  
them in 1857 to  investigate and report upon the  coal resources of the  
new state of Iowa. The beauty of the  prairies charmed him.  I n  1860  
he  brought h is  family west  and located near Salina, in Jefferson county. 

In the political campaign of 1860, he espoused the cause of repub­
licanism and of human liberty. H e  was  a n  effective speaker, for h e  
spoke from the fullness of his heart. When rebellion resulted from 
Lincoln's election, he  promptly responded t o  t h e  call for troops. H e  
enlisted at  Fairfield o n  May 6, 1861, a s  a private i n  Company "E", 
Second Iowa Infantry. I t  w a s  an act of devotion t o  h i s  adopted 
country. With a young family to  provide for, i t  was no small sacri­
fice for him or for  them. Having experience a s  a nurse, h e  w a s  de­
tailed for hospital duty. After serving one  year and three  months, 
h e  was discharged i n  August, 1862, for  disability. 

I n  1863 he  was  chosen by the  electors of Jefferson county t o  serve 
a s  one of their representatives i n  the  Tenth General Assembly. I n  
this  body h e  was  ever watchful of the  honor and of the  interests  of 
the soldiers. A t  his instance, a concurrent resolution w a s  adopted 
recommending "That discharged soldiers who  have been disabled by  
wounds or diseases i n  the  service of their country, should have the  
preference, as far as  they are competent, in being employed i n  all 
the positions within the gift  of the Federal and State Governments" 
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t h u s  a n t i c i p a t i n g  f o r  f o r t y  y e a r s  t h e  a c t  of t h e  T h i r t i e t h  Genera l  
Assembly .  

H e  r e m o v e d  t o  Des  Moines  i n  1874 .  In. 1880 a n d  a g a i n  i n  1882 ,  
h e  w a s  e lected s e r g e a n t - a t - a r m s  of t h e  H o u s e  of Represen ta t ives .  
F r o m  1892 t o  1896,  h e  w a s  S e c r e t a r y  of t h e  S t a t e  Board  of M i n e  
inspectors.  H e  served fa i th fu l ly  a n d  acceptably i n  these  positions. 

I n  civil and  in  public l i f e  h e  performed h i s  work  with  perfect  
fidelity. W h e t h e r  m i n e r  o r  official, a l w a y s  h e  w a s  a se l f - respect ing  
a n d  respec ted  g e n t l e m a n .  H i s  l a s t  d a y s  w e r e  s p e n t  i n  t h e  H o m e  f o r  
t h e  Aged ,  i n  t h e  ci ty of D e s  Moines,  w h e r e  o n  F r i d a y ,  A u g u s t  9, 1907,  
h e  peace fu l ly  passed away .  

T o  h o n o r  h i s  m e m o r y ,  i t  i s  therefore*  
Resolved,  T h a t  t h i s  m i n u t e  of Owen  B r o m l e y ' s  l i f e  b e  sp read  u p o n  

t h e  r e c o r d s  of t h i s  H o u s e  a n d  t h a t  a copy of t h e m  b e  presen ted  t o  h i s  
s u r v i v i n g  ch i ld ren .  

C .  J .  F U L T O N ,  

F B A N K  S I I A N K X A N D ,  

U .  G .  W H I T N E Y ,  

Committee. 
Adopted .  

HON. L E V I  HUBBELL.  • 

M E .  S P E A K K R :  Your  commit tee  appointed t o  p repare  suitable resolu­
t ions  commemorat ing t h e  life, cha rac te r  a n d  public service of Hon. Levi 
Hubbell,  a n  honored member  of t h i s  House, beg  leave t o  submit  t h e  fol­
lowing r epor t :  

Lev i  Hubbell  was  born i n  Sherman,  Fairf ield County, .Connecticut, J u l y  
14, 1821. H i s  f a t h e r  was  Levi Hubbell, son of David Hubbell,  who w i t h  
h i s  b ro ther  were  pioneer se t t le rs  i n  Fairf ield county,  Connecticut, a n d  
descendants  of t h e  or iginal  Hubbell  family ,  t r ac ing  t h e i r  l ineage directly 
back t o  t h e  kingdom of Wales.  F o r  a n u m b e r  of y e a r s  h e  lived on a f a r m ,  
ge t t ing  h i s  ear ly  education i n  t h e  public schools. A t  t h e  age  of nineteen 
y e a r s  h e  entered Oneide Ins t i tu te  a t  Whitesboro,  N. Y., of which Ber iah  
Green, t h e  noted abolitionist,  w a s  president ,  a n d  where  Mr.  HubbeU im­
bibed those  political principles which  character ized al l  h i s  la te r  life. Leav­
i n g  Whi tesboro  h e  t a u g h t  school f o r  five yea r s  i n  Dutchess county, N. Y., 
a n d  t h e n  r e t u r n  d t o  Connecticut a n d  established a school a t  Gaylor 's 
Bridge,  i n  t h e  f amed  Housatonic  Valley. I n  1857 h e  came t o  Iowa, locating 
a t  Bradford ,  Chickasaw county, where  h e  engaged i n  mercan t i l e  pursui ts .  
On t h e  12th of September, 1860 Mr. Hubbell  *was uni ted  i n  marr iage  w i th  
Miss J a n e  E .  Wit ted,  and  immediately a f t e r  t h a t  even t  sett led upon t h e  
f a r m  i n  Winneshiek  county wh ich  h e  h a d  entered a n d  which  i s  known 
today  a s  t h e  Hubbell  f a r m .  I n  1897 t h e  f ami ly  moved t o  Waukon,  where  
Mr. Hubbell  engaged i n  t h e  c reamery  business,  a n d  which  business h e  con­
ducted f o r  a n u m b e r  of years .  Mr. Hubbell  served in  t h e  18th and 19th 
General  Assemblies i n  t h e  Iowa S ta te  Legis la ture  a s  Representat ive f r o m  
Winneshiek  county.  I n  h i s  ea r ly  l i fe  h e  w a s  a member  of t h e  Episcopal 
church,  b u t  l a t e r  o n  became a n  a d h e r e n t  of t h e  Presbyter ian  church;  h e  
w a s  also a member  of t h e  Masonic F ra t e rn i t y ,  a n d  la te r  i n  l i fe  became a n  




