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JAMES M. BROCKWAY 

.MR. SPEAKm: Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable resolu
tion commemorating the life, character, and public service of the Honor
able James M. Brockway, begs leave to submit the following memorial: 

James M. Brockway was born January 22, 1879, at Ainsworth, Iowa. 
His father was E. F. Brockway, a member of this House in the Fifteenth 
General Assembly. "Jim" Brockway lived in Iowa all of his life and, 
until he passed away in Mercy Hospital in Des Moines, September 18, 
1943, he resided at Letts, in Louisa county. 

Mr. Brockway was a graduate of the University of Iowa in 1901, where 
he was an outstanding athlete. On October 12, 1910, he was united in 
marriage to Miss Mary M. Horton of Marshalltown. He is survived by 
his wife and two sons, John H., who is in the Navy, and Charles E ., who 
is in the Army, and a grand-daughter, Judith Ann Brockway. 

Mr. Brockway was a member of the House of Representatives in the 
Thirty-fourth and Thirty-fifth General Assemblies. While in the legisla
ture he was chairman r,f the roads and highways committee and as such 
occupied a conspicuous part in directing legislation along the line of better 
roads. He was joint author of the Balkema-Brockway bill, a measure 
to give the state a better organization for road building. This was the· 
bill that created the Iowa Highway Commission and was the foundation 
upon which the Iowa Primary Road System has been achieved. It may 
be said that the wonderful system of paved roads, which we enjoy in 
Iowa, is an enduring monument to "Jim" Brockway. 

Following a broad political-legislative experience with the development 
of road laws, and considerable experience as a truck operator, Mr. Brock
way was persuaded to organize the Independent Truckers of Iowa which 
had its beginnings in and around Muscatine. He waged a continuous 
fight for improvement of Iowa truck laws. He developed a continually 
improved mutual understanding between truckers and various state 
agencies having control over truck operations. 

His especial effort was to achieve organization amongst the operators 
in Iowa. This ambition was realized in the fall ~f 1942, when the then 
existing truck groups united into the Iowa Motor Truck Association. 

Mr. Brockway was an active member of the Presbyterian Church and 
an active supporter of temperance reforms. 

Of his service and worth as a citizen and public servant this committee 
feels that it can heartily endorse and adopt the words of Lee H. Forsyth 
as follows: 

"We have lost a friend. 'Jim' Brockway was a strong, rugged man
one of Iowa's great athletes; he was a true, loyal friend--one of nature's 
noblemen; he was a devoted servant of the cause in which he believed
a dauntless fighter; he was a model husband and father-a man!" 

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the 
Fifty-first General Assembly, That in the death of James M. Brockway, 
the state mourns the loss of one of its honored and distinguished citizens 
and the House, by this Resolution, tenders its sincere sympathy to the 
surviving family in their sorrow; and 
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Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the House, and that the Chief Clerk be instructed to send 
an enrolled copy to the members of the family of the deceased. 

Unanimously adopted, 

F. A. LATCHAW, 
WILSON REm, 

W. A. BENTS, 

I. J. BURK 

Committee. 

MR. SPEAKER : Your committee, appointed to prepare a suitable resolu
tion commemorating the life, character and public service of the Honor
able I. J. Burk, begs leave to submit ·the following memorial: 
. I. J. Burk, son of Joshua and Amanda Burk, was born on a farm in 
Greene county, Iowa, on May 1, 1877, and passed away at his home in 
Rippey on October 20, 1944. Mr. Burk received his education at the 
Washington High School. 

On February 16, 1896, he was united in marriage to Hattie May 
Underwood, who survives him, and to this union were born two boys, 
Lyle S., President of the Liberty National Bank of Chicago, and I. J. 
Burk, Jr., manager of the Burk Auto Company in Rippey, both of whom 
survive their father. 

The Burk family resided on the farm until 1906, when they moved 
into Rippey, where Mr. Burk entered the implement and automobile 
business, although he continued to be a farm owner and was interested 
in farming problems. Mr. Burk was also director and Vice-President 
of the Ripp·ey National Bank, until he and several other stockholders 
sold their interest, just preceding his death. He was a member of the 
Methooist Church at Rippey, a member of the Masonic Lodge, Order of 
the Eastern Star and Modern Woodmen. 

Mr. Burk served his state and community well and took an active part 
in public affairs, was a loyal Republican and active in the affairs c,f his 
party. He served in the State Legislature during the Forty-eighth, 
Forty-ninth, Fiftieth and Fiftieth Extra Sessions. He lived a long, 
honorable and active life and will be greatly missed in his community. 

Therefore, Be It Resolved by the House of Representatives of the 
Fifty-fi,·st General Assembly, That in the passing of the Honorable I. J . 
Burk, the state has lost a valued and honored citizen and the family a 
loving husband and father and the House would tender, by this resolution, 
its sincere sympathy to the surviving members of his family in their 
sorrow; and, 

Bt It Further Resolved, That a copy of this resolution be spread upon 
the Journal of the House and that the Chief Clerk be directed to send 
an enrolled copy to the family of the deceased. 

Unanimously adopted, 

HENRY H. STEVENS, 
G. E. WHITEHEAD, 
C. G. Gooo, 

Committu. 
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