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law in his hom e tow n, an d  w as engaged  in ex tens ive  ra i l ro ad  l i t ig a ­
t ion  for a n u m b e r  of years ,  ga in in g  a s ta tew ide  rep u ta t io n .  The las t  
th i r t y  years  of his  life w as sp en t  la rge ly  in fa rm in g  opera t ions ,  devel­
op ing  the  m any h u n d re d s  of ac res  of w hich  he w as  the  owner.

He was a  member of the American Academy of Political and Social Sci­
ence and  was a m an  of l ibera l  cu l tu re  and  w ide a c q u a in tan ce  with l i t ­
e ra tu re  and  art.  On May 4th, 1859, a t  Delhi, Iowa, he m arried  Miss 
H elen  M artin ,  who died in April,  1911, and  le f t  one  d au g h te r ,  Miss 
E m m a Brayton, who is a g radua te  of Lenox College, Hopkinton, Iowa, 
and  of th e  Law School of the  S ta te  U nivers ity  of Iowa.

Judge Bray ton  was a  lawyer with an active, keen mind, who readily 
analyzed the legal case presented  to h im  for solution and arr ived  a t  the 
fu n d a m e n ta l  p r inc ip les  involved in th e  cause. H e  w as n o t  a case 
law yer,  b u t  a law y er  who so u g h t  legal p rinc iples ,  and  in the  ear ly  
days in his practice in Iowa developed and settled in the Supreme 
C o urt  of Iow a m an y  of th e  fu n d a m e n ta l  cases involved in the  practice  
of law in a new s ta te .  In  th e  d ea th  of Ju d g e  B ray ton ,  Iowa has  lost 
one of h e r  bes t  citizens, a m an  beloved by all who k n ew  him, and  in 
h o n o r  of his. m em ory, be it

Resolved, T h a t  in his d ea th  th e  s ta te  and  c oun ty  in which he re ­
s ided  has  los t a w o r th y  and  u p r ig h t  cit izen, an  h o n e s t  Jud ge ,  an  ho n ­
o rab le  m a n ; and  we he reby  ex tend  to  th e  be reaved  d a u g h te r  and 
f r iend s  o u r  s incere  sy m p a th y ;  and  be it  f u r th e r

Resolved, T h a t  a copy of these  re so lu t io n s  be p r in te d  in th e  J o u r ­
nal  of th e  Senate ,  and  t h a t  th e  S ec re ta ry  of th e  Sena te  be d irec ted  to 
fo rw a rd  an engrossed  copy to th e  d a u g h te r  of the  deceased.

E i .i  C. P e k k i x s .

F k e d e k i c  L a k k a i i e e ,

E. P. F aru.
C o m m i t t e e .

The* resolutions were adopted unanimously by a rising vote.

Senator Perkins, in m oving the adoption of  the report, spoke 
as fo l lo w s :

M r . P r e s i d e n t — In moving the adoption of these resolutions it is 
f i t t in g  th a t  I should  call yo u r  a t t e n t io n  for a m o m e n t  to the  life and  
services of J. M. Brayton, or better  known' in n o r th ea s te rn  Iowa as 
J u d g e  B ray ton .

Ju d g e  B ray to n  cam e in an early  day  to Iowa, an d  if you will take  
th e  re p o r ts  of th e  S u p re m e  C ourt  of th e  s ta te  of Iow a from 1854 to 
1872 you will find in the  cases t h a t  a re  th e r e  decided th e re  a re  m any  
of th e  causes  fo r  w hich  he  w ork ed  and  labored . Mr. B ray to n  was a 
m a n  who from  his ea r l ie s t  days w as a s tu den t .  H e  was a m a n  who 
loved his books. A nd th r o u g h o u t  th e  m any  y ears  of his  life spen t  in 
Iow a  th e  days w ere  sp en t  in  h is  office. T he  las t  days of h is  life w ere 
la rge ly  sp en t  in t h a t  office, a l th o u g h  from  th e re  he  w as d irec t in g  his 
fa rm in g  in te res ts .
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He was a m an  who reasoned from principles. Tn t ry in g  cases he did 
n o t  re ly  so m u ch  on w h a t  o th e r  co u r t s  had  decided  as h e  d id  f ro m  th e  
p r inc ip les  t h a t  seem ed to  h im  to  be j u s t  and  r ig h t ,  an d  w ith  th e  fu n ­
d a m e n ta l  th in g s  t h a t  w ere  invo lved  in the  cause  t h a t  h e  h a d  in  h and .  
This  p e rh ap s  cam e  la rg e ly  f ro m  th e  fac t t h a t  w hen  h e  f i r s t  cam e  to 
Iow a th e  laws w ere  th e n  inde f in i te ,  vag ue  an d  few c o m p a red  to w h a t  
they are  now, and then there  were bu t one or two volumes of deci­
sions to which he could tu rn .  So he was one of the  first pioneers of 
Iowa in developing the  system of ju r isp rudence  th a t  we have here  now 
as developed by th e  c o u r ts  of th i s  s ta te .

As I said, Mr. B ra y to n  lived w i th  h is  books. W i th  th ose  books  he  
sp en t  all of h is  life u n t i l  p a s t  h is  e ig h t ie th  yea r ,  an d  on  h is  e ig h t ie th  
b ir thday  was able to go to the  postoffice, get h is  m ail  and  re tu rn  from 
th e re ,  fo r  th e  purpose  of k n o w in g  w h a t  w as g o ing  on. H e  w as  a m a n  
who kept posted on the events  of the day, was up on th e  condition of 
his  coun try ,  was o ne  w ho  to o k  p a r t  in th e  a f f a i r s  of th e  c o u n try  in 
th e  s t i r r in g  days of th e  6 0 ’s. In  tho se  t im es  w e re  th e  day s  w hen  he 
cam e to the  Sena te  of Iowa, and  w as  one of th o se  who re p re se n te d  h is  
coun ty  d u r in g  th e  days of th e  60's.

Mr. President. I m ove the adoption of the resolution.

Senator Boe, from  a special com m ittee, subm itted  the fo llow ­
in g  report and moved its  a d o p tio n :

OU A R T.E S  O A T ES .

M r . PRKsi iiENT— Y our committee, appointed  to d ra f t  resolu tions 
co m m em o ra t iv e  of th e  life, c h a ra c t e r  and  serv ices  of S e n a to r  C h a r le s  
C ates ,  begs leave to  su b m i t  th e  fo llow ing re p o r t :

C harles  G ates  w as  b o rn  A pril 2, 1856, a t  M arb le  Rock, F loy d  
County , Iowa. H e was of G e rm an -Ir ish  descen t .  H e  a t t e n d e d  th e  
ru ra l  school and la te r  g radua ted  from the Marble R ock high  school.

On J u n e  8, 1 883, he  was m a r r ie d  to Miss C a r r ie  E. S tickney . T h ey  
had  no ch ild ren  of th e i r  own, b u t  adop ted  a boy, w ho  is now  living, 
J o h n  F. Gates.

He was a fa rm er for some years, and la ter  went into  the  im plem ent 
and  banking  business, in w hich  business he continued un t i l  h is  death 
on J a n u a r y  30, 1913.

In  polities he  w as  a R ep u b lica n ,  and  a lw ays  to o k  an  ac tive  p a r t  in 
th e  a f fa i r s  of his pa r ty .  H e  w as  m ay or  fo r  th r e e  yea rs ,  and  served  as 
a ld e rm a n  fo r  one te rm  and  a  p o r t io n  of an o th e r .

In 1 908 he  was e lec ted  S ta te  S en a to r  fro m  th e  T h i r ty -n in th  D is­
tr ic t ,  composed of B re m e r  an d  B u t le r  C ounties ,  an d  w as re-e lec ted  in 
1 9 1 2 .


