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One, himself a member  of t h e  legal profess ion fo r  t h r e e  score  y e a r s ,  
sa id  of h i m  d u r i n g  h i s  l i f e t ime :  "Mr.  E a t o n  i s  a m a n  of v e r y  decided 
super ior  abil i t ies,  a n d  w i t h  a l ibera l  l i t e r a ry  educa t ion  a n d  a t h o r o u g h  
legal course, i t  is n o t  s t r ange  t h a t  w i t h  h i s  i n d u s t r y  a n d  excel lent  cha rac ­
te r ,  h e  should have  a t ta ined ,  a s  h e  has ,  a h i g h  pos i t ion  a t  t h e  b a r .  N o  
m a n  in h i s  district,  s t ands  h ighe r  i n  these  respects  t h a n  does  Mr .  E a t o n .  
Ey  hered i ty  h e  came  legi t imately  t o  these  -excellences." 

Resolved, T h a t  t h e  House  of Represen ta t ives  p r e sen t s  t h i s  t r i b u t e  t o  t h e  
memory  of a f a i t h f u l  public s e r v a n t  a n d  m o u r n s  t h a t  a l i f e  s o  u s e f u l  
was  not  longer  spared  t o  t h e  communi ty  a n d  t h e  s t a t e  t h a t  h e  w a s  s o  
well calculated t o  serve. ' 

A .  BAKTLE, 

FRED  W .  JONES,  

T .  A .  KlNOLANt), 

Committee. 
Adopted April ]7, 1913. 

HON. ISAAC BRANDT.  

MB. SPEAKER—Your commit tee  appointed t o  d r a f t  r e so lu t ions  com­
memora t ing  t h e  life, cha rac te r  a n d  publ ic  services  of t h e  H o n o r a b l e  
I saac  B r a n d t  of Des Moines, Iowa,  a la te  m e m b e r  of t h e  House ,  b e g  l eave  
t o  r epor t  t h e  fol lowing m e m o r i a l :  . 

I saac  Brand t ,  b o r n  Apr i l  7, 1827, in  Fa i r f ie ld  county ,  Ohio, d i ed  a t  
t h e  capital  of t h i s  s t a t e  Sep tember  12, 1909. Mr .  B r a n d t  w a s  t h e  
youngest  of a l a rge  fami ly ,  t h e  h e a d  of which ,  David,  h a d  i m m i g r a t e d  
f r o m  t h e  s t a t e  of Pennsy lvan ia  i n  1813. T h e  f a t h e r  of t h e  l a t t e r  c a m e  
t o  America f r o m  G e r m a n y  i n  1756. I i i s  wife ,  I saac  B r a n d t ' s  m o t h e r ,  w a s  
a Hami l ton ,  a n d  of Scotch stock, o n  h e r  f a t h e r ' s  s i de  t h o u g h ,  w i t h  a n  
admix tu re  of F r e n c h .  On lier mo the r ' s  s ide  s h e  w a s  of Cel t ic  r ace .  
I saac  worked on a f a r m  d u r i n g  h i s  ear ly  boyhood, go ing  i n  w i n t e r  t o  t h e  
d i s t r i c t  school. A t  t h e  age  of s ixteen,  lie w a s  appren t i ced  t o  l e a r n  boo t  
a n d  shoe mak ing ,  a n d  i n  accordance  w i t h  t h e  cus tom of t h e  t i m e  w i t h o u t  
o the r  compensat ion fo r  t h e  first t w o  yea r s  t h a n  t h e  i n s t r u c t i o n  i m p a r t e d .  
T h e  day h e  w a s  of age h e  w e n t  i n to  bus iness  f o r  h imse l f ,  a n d  soon  go t  
in to  a f a i r  s h a r e  of pa t ronage .  I n  h i s  twen ty- th i rd  y e a r  h e  w a s  u n i t e d  
i n  m a r r i a g e  w i t h  Miss H a r r i e t  Wisely.  Sho r t l y  a f t e r w a r d s ,  h e  a n d  h i s  
young  wife removed to t h e  county  of DeKalb,  I n d i a n a .  A f e w  y e a r s  l a t e r ,  
h e  was elected sheriff ,  s e rv ing  t h e r e i n  t w o  years .  Abou t  t h e  close of h i s  
t e r m  i n  t h a t  office Mr.  B r a n d t  vis i ted Iowa,  see ing m u c h  of t h e  y o u n g  
state ,  a n d  w a l k i n g  f r o m  Des Moines  t o  Council  Bluffs  a n d  r e t u r n .  T h a t  
v is i t  conspired t o  m a k e  h i m  w i s h  t o  l ive i n  t h i s  s t a t e ,  a n d  i n  t h e  y e a r  
1S58 h e  b r o u g h t  h i s  wi fe  a n d  t h e i r  t h r ee  ch i ld ren  t o  Des  Moines,  t o  b e  
t h e r e a f t e r  t h e i r  home.  H e  a t  once en te red  act ively i n t o  m e r c a n t i l e  busi ­
ness, which  h e  followed fo r  several  years ,  w h e n  h e  w e n t  i n to  t h e  r e a l  
es ta te  business.  I n  1867, h e  became deputy  t r e a s u r e r  of s t a te ,  w h i c h  office 
h e  held f o r  s ix years .  T h e  yea r  h e  l e f t  t h e  t r ea su ry ,  h e  w a s  e lected a 
Representa t ive  i n  t h e  General  Assembly f r o m  t h e  coun ty  of P o l k .  I n  
t h a t  capaci ty  h e  w a s  a s  ever active.  H e  w a s  m a d e  b y  S p e a k e r  Gear ,  w h o  
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had  a high appreciation of Mr. Brandt 's  ability, chairman of the two . im­
portant  committees of Ways and Means, and Cities and Towns. The 
man's  na tura l  leadership was soon manifested. One of the  measures he 
got through increased the  appropriation for  the  construction of the capitol 
to war ran t  the  capitol commission to  make the  cornices, t h e  capitals of 
the  columns, and the staircases of stone. The  board in order to keep 
t he  cost of t he  edifice within the l imit  set by the appropriation act of 1872, 
had planned, much against the  wishes of i ts  members, to  make those 
par ts  of the  building of iron. Mr. Brandt 's  tact  was  seen in the  manage­
ment  of t he  business of t h a t  legislature. This  was the  famous Grange 
legislature, the  one chosen in  1873, jus t  a f t e r  the  financial crash of t ha t  
year, and one which came to the capitol strongly prepossessed against 
most of t he  state officers and decidedly averse to  making any .appropria­
tions except those most needed. Before i t s  adjournment t h a t  spirit was 
largely overcome, and mainly through the tactful  leadership of Mr. 
Brandt.  

I n  1890 Br.  Brandt  was appointed postmaster of Des Moines, and a s  
usual was a most efficient officer. 

One in wri t ing of Mr. Brandt  nearly forty years ago, said of him: "He 
is ful l  of life and activity; has  a spare frame, but  well supported with 
muscles. His  carriage is erect; his  step quick and firm, indicating energy 
and determination, coupled with impetuosity. Whatever he undertakes 
to do he does with his  might, and, with well developed order, works to  
successful ends. He is always looking ahead—onward and  upward—de­
voting h i s  energies to  the well-being of others, not  neglecting himself!" 
At the  close of his  long and useful l ife another said of the  man, "Here 
was a unique character, so well known, in  spite of h i s  advanced years so 
active, so vital  a par t  of t he  community, so potent a factor in i ts  up­
building and in  perpetuating memorials of men and events, tha t  one 
could hardly think of him in connection with physical death." Thus  
the man  sustained to the end a character of usefulness in the  largest 
sense. 

Mr. B r a n d t  was  hear t i ly  in  sympathy wi th  t h e  g rea t  r e fo rms  of h i s  
t ime.  T h e  f i r s t  piece of money h e  ever earned,  a quar te r ,  which h e  
had  k e p t  u n d e r  h i s  pillow every night ,  h e  gave to  a poor iunaway  
slave t o  help  h i m  on h i s  way  towards  t h e  n o r t h  s ta r .  W i t h  t he  f a m ­
ily of the  famous John Brown h e  kept  up  a steady correspondence. 
The  cause of temperance was  ano the r  t o  which h e  devoted means and  
energy. 

His  work  in  securing a place f o r  t he  location of t he  s ta te  fair  m u s t  
not  b e  overlooked. H i s  p a r t  in  t h a t  unde r t ak ing  was  t h a t  of chief pro­
moter ,  keeping a t  i t  unceasingly unt i l  t h e  t r a c t  w a s  secured and t h e  
f a i r  defini tely located. T h a t  location is, moreover, added evidence of 
t h e  man ' s  excellent judgment .  

Resolved, T h a t  in  t he  depa r tu re  f r o m  t h e  e a r t h  of Isaac Brandt ,  
t he  s ta te ,  a s  well a s  t h e  communi ty  h e  helped to  energize, had a dis­
t inct  loss, and i t  may well feel, a s  was said of him, t h a t  his place in 
both is  one  t h a t  may hard ly  b e  fil led. 
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Resolved, T h a t  a copy hereof ,  duly executed and  a t t e s ted ,  b e  com­
municated to the  family bereaved by his  loss, with a n  expression of 
t h e  sympathy of t h e  House  in  t h a t  bereavement .  

W .  S .  FRAI.KY, 

F .  J .  L U N D ,  

J .  M .  0 .  H A M I L T O N ,  

Committee. 

Adopted Apri l  14, 1918. 

H O N .  A Y L E T T  R .  C O T T O N .  

MR. SPEAKER—Your committe appointed to  d r a f t  and  present  resolu­
tions commemorating the  life, character, and public services of t he  
Honorable Aylett R. Cotton, a late member of the  House of Representa­
tives in t he  Twelfth and Fourteenth General Assemblies, beg leave to  
submit the  following as  their  report :  

Aylett  Rains  Cotton, t h e  th i r t een th  Speaker  of t h i s  House ,  d ied a t  
San Francisco,  C'al., October 30, 1912. H e  was  a na t ive  of t h e  county  
of Trumbul l ,  Ohio, whe re  h e  was  born  November 2 9, 1826.  I n  t h a t  
s t a te  h e  a t t ended  school. W h e n  h e  was seventeen y e a r s  old h e  came  
wi th  h i s  pa ren t s  t o  t h e  t e r r i to ry  of Iowa, coming t o  Cl inton County  
in  t h e  year  1844. R e t u r n i n g  eas t  h e  t a u g h t  school i n  Ohio, Tennes­
see and  Pennsylvania.  I n  t h e  las t  named  s t a t e  h e  a t t ended  f o r  a 
t ime Alleghany College a t  Meadville. R e t u r n i n g  t o  I owa  a f t e r  r e a d ­
ing  law, h e  w a s  admi t ted  t o  t h e  b a r  in 184 8. W h e n  t h e  gold discov­
eries of t h a t  period m a d e  crowds seek California,  y o u n g  Cotton w e n t  
t h e r e  wi th  a n  ox t eam.  Remain ing  in t h a t  s t a t e  a couple  of years ,  h e  
came back t o  Iowa. I n  1851 h e  was  elected t h e  f i r s t  County  J u d g e  
of Clinton County. This  off ice h e  resigned, and  accepted t h a t  of 
Prosecut ing Attorney.  I n  185 7 t h e  county sen t  h im t o  r ep resen t  h e r  
in  t h e  convention t h a t  m a d e  t h e  present  const i tut ion of t h e  s ta te .  I n  
18 67 h e  was  elected a representat ive  i n  t h e  Twel f th  Genera l  Assem­
bly, and  w a s  chosen a second t i m e  two yea rs  la ter .  I n  t h e  Twe l f t h ,  
a l though a new member ,  h e  was  p u t  a t  t h e  head  of t h e  Commit tee  o n  
t h e  Judic iary .  A t  t h a t  session t h e  law' w a s  passed t h a t  es tabl ished 
t h e  Circuit  Court ,  and  a long wi th  i t  a n  Appel la te  Cour t ,  s tyled t h e  
General  Term.  J u d g e  Cotton did not  f avo r  t h e  measu re ,  p r e f e r r i n g  
another  measu re  t h a t  was  t h e n  pending, which proposed t o  e n l a r g e  
t h e  jurisdict ion of t h e  County Courts.  

T h e  House  of Representat ives,  in  J a n u a r y ,  187 0, m a d e  h i m  i t s  
Speaker.  I n  t h i s  capacity h e  w a s  one of t h e  most  e f f i c ien t  of o f f i ­
cers. T h e  session was  a n  exceptionally exciting one.  - I t  w a s  t h e n  
t h a t  t h e  construct ion of t h e  e legant  bui lding w a s  de t e rmined  on.  A t  
t h e  close of t h e  session t h e  usua l  complimentary reso lu t ions  w e r e  
adopted, b u t  t h e r e  w a s  a n  exceptional in te res t  added  by t h e  m a n n e r  
in  which Mr. Kasson,  t h e  leader  of t h e  House  o n  t h e  f loor ,  whose  m e m ­
ory  we have  recalled a t  t h i s  session, expressed t h e  fee l ings  of t h e  
House towards  t h e  Speaker.  Said he, in  t h e  course of h i s  fe l ic i tous  
address :  " W e  were  a w a r e  a t  t h e  t ime  of election of Speaker  t h a t  w e  




