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lems and was an active participant in public affairs up to the last. He 
occupied a large place in the community life; one that will be hard to fill. 

Samuel A. Converse was a man whose great interest was in his family 
and in the community of which he was a part; a man whose great desire 
was that his efforts should result in the improvement of the conditions 
in both his local community and in the state; he· was not interested in 
making a name that should be heralded from the house-tops; but did his 
work in an unostentatious manner and without playing to the galleries. 

Be It Resolved, By the Senate of the Thirty-ninth General Assembly 
of Iowa, that in the death of Samuel A. Converse his family has lost a 
kind and loving husband; the community in which he lived has 
lost a kind neighbor and good citizen; and the state has lost one of its 
valuable men. 

Be It Also Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be spread in the 
journal of the Senate, and an engrossed copy of the same be sent to the 
members of the family. 

Res,pectfully submitted, 

CARL W. REED, 
B. W. NEWBERRY, 

JOHN R. PRICE. 

The resolution was adopted unanimously by a rising vote. 

JOHN L. BLEAKLY 

Senator Stoddard, from a special committee, submitted the fol­
lowing report and moved its adoption: 

MR. PRESIDEN'l'--Your committee appointed to draft resolutions com­
memorative of the life, character and services of John L. Bleakly, beg 
leave to submit the following report: 

John L. Bleakly, a member of the Thirtieth, Thirty-first and Thirty­
second General Assemblies, also the special session of the Thirty-second 
General Assembly, died in Des Moines, Iowa, on June 17, 1920, at the age 
of sixty-three years. 

Mr. Bleakly was born in Fermanagh county, Ireland, on February 
17, 1857, and came with his parents to America in 1863. His boyhood 
·days were spent on a farm in Illinois. In 1873 he came with his parents 
to Linn county, Iowa, w~ere he grew to manhood. He attended school 
in Linn county, and at the Cedar Rapids Business college, and engaged 
in teaching for several years after his graduation from the latter in­
stitution. He moved to Ida Grove, Iowa, in 1882, and was a clerk in a 
bank there for three years. He then entered the mercantile business, 
retiring in 1900. 
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He was elected 'state senator and served in three General Assemblies 
and was elected to the office of state auditor in 1909, and after completing 
three terms in this office, he retired, and organized the Iowa National 
Fire Insurance Company, at whose head he remained until his death .. 
He was a-lso president of the Des Moines Building & Loan Association, 
and president of the Pyramid Portland Cement company. He was a mem­
ber of the Baltimore General Conference, as a member of the Methodist 
church, in 1908. 

Mr. Bleakly is survived by his wife, and his four children: Homer 
Leslie, John Jr., Madge and Bessie, and four brothers and one sister, 
namely: Christie Bleakly of Ida county; Louis and Andrew Bleakly of 
Long Beach, Cal. Robert Bleakly of Storm Lake, and Mrs. La Grange 
of Marion, Iowa. 

Mr. Bleakly was a man who accomplished much in his lifetime. His 
transactions were the soul of honor and he was unreservedly trusted an<l 
loved by all. He was a pillar of influence in the church, not only locally, 
•but 'over the state of Iowa. · 

Whereas, the Honorable John L. Bleakly, a member of this body in the 
Thirtieth, Thirty-first and Thirty-second General Assemblies, has been 
.:ailed from this life, therefore, 

Be It Resolved, That the Senate has heard with deep sorrow and re­
gret of his death and that it recognizes the high character of his service 
to this state and in his death the state has lost a worthy and noble citizen, 
and, 

Be It Further Resolved, That a copy of these resolutions be spread 
upon the journal of the Senate and an engrossed copy of the same be 
sent to the members of his family. 

ED. H. CAMPBELL, 

M. B. PITT, 

B. M. STODDABD. 

The resolution was adopted unanimously by a rising vote. 

Senator Newberry spoke as follows:· 

I am perhaps the only one of the members of this Senate who was 
acquainted with Senator Bleakly. He and I entered the Senate the same 
day, in the Thirtieth General Assembly, I have occupied the same _seat 
the six sessions I have been in the Senate and Senator Bleakly occupied 
the seat now occupied by Senator Browne, just. in front of my seat. We 
became very intimately acquainted. He was a splendid man, of high and 
active nature. After serving in the Senate, he became a candidate for 
state auditor, was elected and served in this capacity' for six years. He 
made a splendid record as auditor, then engaged in the insurance busi­
ness and was in the harness at the time of his death. It was certainly 
a great pleasure to me to have known him, and to have served with him 
in this Senate. He was a splendid man in every respect. 


