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MEMORIALS

HON. CH A RLES W. BLACK

M r . S p e a k e r : Your committee, appointed to p rep are  resolutions com
m em orating the life and public service of the la te  Hon. Charles W. Black 
of Mills County, beg leave to subm it the following rep o rt:

Charles Wesley Black w as born near the village of Brownsville, Ohio, 
Septem ber 27, 1843, and died October 12, 1930.

H is boyhood, youth and early  manhood were spent on a fa rm  where 
he learned the profession of ag ricu ltu re  so thoroughly and liked it so 
well th a t  he continued it as a  life w ork a t  such tim es as he was not 
p artic ip a tin g  in the s tirr in g  events incident to the  h isto ry  of Iowa 
and the nation.

A t the outbreak of the Civil W ar, being then seventeen years of age, 
he volunteered a t  the first call fo r troops to serve th ree  months. He was 
no t m ustered into service as the company w as fu ll and the governm ent 
would not accept any more th ree m onths enlistm ents.

On the 1st of A ugust, 1861, he re-enlisted for th ree  y ea rs’ service as 
a m em ber of Co. G of the 32nd Ohio V olunteer in fan try . H is first 
m ilita ry  service w as in W est V irg in ia and M aryland.

L a te r his company w as tran sfe rred  to the W estern arm y under 
G eneral John A. Logan’s division a t  Memphis, Tenn. The company and 
reg im ent to which he belonged took a prom inent p a r t  in the events 
incident to the V icksburg cam paign. A fter the  cap tu re  of th a t  city 
his regim ent w as employed in several expeditions, one into Louisiana 
and another known as the M eridian cam paign.

In  1863 Mr. Black re-enlisted for th ree  years more. H is regim ent 
w as perm itted  to go home on a ve teran ’s furlough fo r th ir ty  days.

On the 8th of June, 1864, his command became a p a r t  of Sherm an’s 
arm y and was under alm ost constant fire un til th e  su rrender of the city 
of A tlan ta . I t  was during the battle  of A tlan ta  th a t  they suffered the ir 
g rea te s t losses. Sherm an’s m arch to the sea was partic ipa ted  in  as 
w as also the m arch up th rough the Carolinas. A fter the surrender of 
the Confederate arm y under General Johnson his command sta rted  to 
W ashington, D. C., passing th rough  Richmond and F redericksburg  en 
route. He and his com rades took p a r t in the g rand  review of Sherm an’s 
arm y. They w ere then tran sfe rred  to Louisville, Ky., w ith  the arm y 
of Tennessee.

Mr. Black received his final discharge from  the arm y Ju ly  28, 1865. 
He w as highly favored during  his m ilitary  life in th a t  he only reported 
once fo r  sickness and w as only slightly  wounded.

In  the spring  of 1867, M r. Black le ft Ohio and came to Tonica, 111.,
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where in Septem ber he was m arried  to Miss M artha  J .  Landes. Two 
children were born to them, Miss M arian  Landes and M a rg a re t A le tta .

In 1872 the fam ily  moved to M alvern and located on a fa rm  two and 
a ha lf miles north  of town. • In  November the  w ife and m other passed 
to her rew ard. F or several years he made his home w ith  his p a re n ts  
in M alvern.

On the 14th of Jan u ary , 1875, he was un ited  in m arriag e  to  M iss 
H annah E. Evans. This most estim able woman is well rem em bered by a 
host of friends.

In  his early  youth Mr. Black united w ith the P resb y terian  C hurch of 
Brownsville, Ohio. When he moved to Tonica, 111., he tra n s fe rre d  his 
membership to the  M ethodist Episcopal C hurch and from  th e re  to  th e  
P resby terian  Church in M alvern.

In 1874 he w as elected as a ru ling  elder and served in th a t capacity  
un til his death.

Throughout his entire life  Mr. Black w as Vitally in te rested  in th e  
w ork of the church and any C hristian  undertak ing . H is in te re s ts  
w ere so wide th a t  they extended beyond th e  confines of his own coun try , 
reaching into m any foreign regions. I t  w as in such th in g s th a t  he 
invested a  large portion of his estate  d u rin g  his lifetim e.

Some of his principal charities were m ade to  N ear E a s t Relief w ork. 
A t th e  tim e of his death his files were filled w ith deligh tfu l le tte rs  
from  th a t  region always thank ing  him fo r  some generous g ift.

One la rge  service he rendered was the establishm ent of a ta n n e ry  in 
Siam. I t  resulted  in a  g re a t service to the  coun try  no t only in  th e  
development of the cattle industry , but also th rough  the introduction- 
of shoes which prevented hook-worm, then p revalen t in th a t  section.

The Chiengmai Leper Asylum  in Siam w as another of h is beneficiaries. 
He bu ilt Black Cottage in th a t  in stitu tion  to shelter a la rg e  g roup  of 
boys and a f te r  its erection he prac tica lly  endowed i t  by p u rch as in g  a  
near-by rice field fo r  the inm ates to cu ltiva te in o rder th a t  they  could 
produce a portion of th e ir  own food. E very  year his check w as fo r th 
coming to provide additional financial suppo rt fo r the colony.

The Board of Foreign M issions will alw ays feel indebted to  M r. 
Black fo r his g if t of a m oving picture m achine th a t  w as the  m eans of 
b ring ing  back to Am erica a vivid record of C hristian  w ork in fo re ig n  
nations. The f ru it  of th a t  bequest was sowed b roadcast th ro u g h o u t the 
land and undoubtedly yielded a trem endous re tu rn .

D uring  the W orld W ar, Mr. Black fed a colony of tw enty-n ine refugees, 
m aking it possible fo r them  to keep body and soul toge ther. And so one 
m ight continue th rough  a long lis t of sim ilar commendable en te rp rises  
abroad.

A t home “C. W .” Black w as the salvation  of m any needs and a  staff 
fo r unnum bered people. A t least fifteen young men and women w ere 
always in college because of his generosity. He apprecia ted  th e  fa c t 
th a t boys and g irls  a re  a good investm ent. A church and a S unday  
School w ere often indebted to him fo r  much of th e ir  sustenance.

Mr. Black w as always in terested  in politics and public life. H is firs t 
vote cast in a presidential election w as fo r  A braham  Lincoln. H e p ro 
fessed the republican fa ith  and p artic ip a ted  in a ffa irs  to th e  e x te n t th a t
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his p a r ty  aw ard ed  him  w ith  th e  n om ina tion  fo r  S ta te  R ep resen ta tive . 
He w as elected  and  served  h is coun ty  in th a t  cap ac ity  d u rin g  the 
tw en ty -e ig h th  and  tw en ty -n in th  sessions of th e  Iow a L eg isla tu re .

T he s ta te , th e  coun ty  and  th e  com m unity, lo s t a  no tab le  citizen in  the 
p ass in g  of M r. B lack. M any people in m any  lan d s  w ill fee l h is loss 
in both  a s p ir itu a l and  a m a te r ia l w ay.

O t h a  D . W e a r i n ,
F r ed  D .  A u g u s t i n e ,
H a r r y  M .  G r e e n e ,

Committee.
Unanim ously adopted April 13, 1931.

H O N . JO H N  B R A D L E Y

M r. S p e a k e r : Y our com m ittee, appo in ted  to  p re p a re  m em orial reso 
lu tions com m em orating  th e  life , c h a ra c te r  and  public  services of the 
H onorab le  Jo h n  B rad ley , a  fo rm e r m em ber of th e  G enera l A ssem bly of 
Iow a, beg leave to  subm it th e  fo llow ing:

Jo h n  B rad ley  w as b o rn  A p ril 2, 1864, n e a r  B uda, Illino is. He w as 
th e  fo u r th  child of G eorge and A nn B rad ley , w ho cam e fro m  M onm outh, 
E n g lan d , and  se ttled  on th e  Illino is n ra ir ie  to  m ake a  hom e in A m erica.

W hen Jo h n  w as five y ea rs  of ago th e  fam ily  moved to  Iow a w here 
h is f a th e r  bough t a fa rm  located  tw o m iles n o rth  of M ontezum a. On 
th is  fa rm  Jo h n  sp en t h is boyhood and  ea rly  m anhood. H e a ttended  
d is tr ic t school a t  No. 7 S co tt tow nship . B ecom ing desirous of fu r th e r  
education , he a tten d ed  th e  A cadem y in connection w ith  G rinnell College 
and  la te r  ta u g h t fo r  a  num ber of y e a rs  in th e  co u n try  schools of 
Pow eshiek  county . H e took a course in  th e  B u rlin g to n  B usiness College 
and  soon a f te r  fo rm ed  a p a r tn e rsh ip  w ith  Ja m e s  A nderson  of M onte
zum a u n d e r  th e  firm  nam e of A nderson  & B rad ley , an d  conducted a 
c lo th ing  s to re  fo r  tw elve y ears .

M r. B rad ley  nev er lo s t h is  love fo r fa rm in g  and  th is  desire  led him 
to  leave th e  clo th ing  s to re  and  r e tu rn  to th e  fa rm . H e re  Jie spen t a 
num ber of y e a rs  befo re  he re tire d  to live in tow n.

M r. B rad ley  w as m ore th a n  a fa rm e r . H e w as a  m an  of b road 
v ision , fo rem o st in  every  m ovem ent w hich he considered w ould b e tte r  
th e  com m unity  and  of keen  m ind to  recognize th e  p ro g ress iv e  ch a rac te r 
of the  tim es. H is dea th  h a s  ta k e n  from  Pow eshiek  coun ty  one of its  
o u ts ta n d in g  fa rm e rs  and  rep re se n ta tiv e  citizens.

H is w as indeed a life  of u sefu lness , th e  possessor of a  g re a t  person
a lity , s tro n g  physica lly , m en ta lly , and  possessed of w onderfu l persuasive  
pow ers and  of m ore th a n  av e rag e  ab ility . T here  w as h a rd ly  a  w orthy  
e n te rp rise  u n d e rta k e n  b u t th a t  h is  nam e and  influence w ere  n o t taken  
in to  considera tion .

M r. B rad ley  w as a  rep u b lican  and  a w o rk er fo r  h is p a r ty . . He served 
six  y e a rs  as su p e rv iso r of Pow eshiek  county  and  w as recognized as a 
m an  of r a r e  ju d g m e n t and  h o n est to  h is tr u s t .

In  3918 he w as p ra c tic a lly  fo rced  by h is fr ien d s  in  P ow eshiek  county 
to  become a can d id a te  fo r  re p re se n ta tiv e  and  w as nom ina ted  and  elected,


