
2250 JOURNAL OF THE HOUSE

M r. and M rs. W atte rs  continued to reside on the fa rm  until 1899 
when they moved to W est L iberty , Iowa, and made th a t  place the ir 
home. M r. W atte rs  was a  tru e  A m erican citizen and as such he took 
an active in te rest in  public affairs and w as affiliated w ith  the Republi
can p a r ty  and advocated the principles of th a t  p a r ty  giving consci
entious support to these principles th rough  the try in g  days of recon
struction  and the p lacing of the nation  on a sound financial basis th a t 
led to the m arvelous prosperity  of the years th a t followed.

In  1892 he w as elected to the House of R epresentatives and served 
in th is  and the succeeding two General Assemblies. He represented 
his d is tric t w ith  a la rge  degree of fidelity giving to his duties th a t con
scientious consideration th a t  characterized his public services th rough
out life.

He w as an  active member of Silas Jackson Post, G. A. R. of W est 
L iberty  and a member of Mt. C alvary Lodge, A. F . & A. M. He 
passed from th is life on June 15th, 1920, at the age of 79 years, 6 months 
and 6 days.

Therefore Be I t  Resolved, T hat the House of R epresentatives take 
th is  occasion to p resen t th is tr ib u te  to the m emory of a faih fu l public 
servan t and to express appreciation of his ch arac ter and public service 
and to  extend to his fam ily and relatives m ost sincere sympathy.

Resolved, th a t  a  copy of these resolutions be p rin ted  in  the journal of 
the House and th a t  the  Chief Clerk be directed to fo rw ard  to the fam ily 
of the deceased an engrossed copy.

J . H. V a n  C a m p .
J . H. M a y n e .
J o h n  B r a d l e y .

Committee.
Adopted March 23, 1921.

HON. MONIAS E. B ITTER M A N

M r . S p e a k e r — Y our committee appointed to p repare  resolutions com
m em orating the life and w ork of the Hon. M onias E. B itterm an, late of 
Cerro Gordo county, Iowa, beg leave to rep o rt the following mem orial:

Hon. Monias E. B itterm an who represented  Cerro Gordo county in 
the T w enty-fourth  and Tw enty-fifth General Assemblies, was born in 
Canton, Ohio, A ugust 16th, 1843, and died a t  N ora Springs, Iowa, De
cember 23, 1919, aged seventy six years. He w as le ft fatherless when 
quite young. A fter some years his m other m arried  Samuel Spotts and 
when he w as sixteen years of age the fam ily  moved to the vicinity 
of Joliet, Illinois. H ere he worked on the fa rm  un til he became of 
age and here he was m arried January  14, 1866, to Sarah Heintzleman 
w ith  whom he lived alm ost fifty-four years.

To them  w ere born six children; J . C. of M adison, W isconsin; E. L. 
and M rs. Jennie Allen of N ora S prings; M rs. T ru ly  Schulte of New
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H am pton; M rs.'M am ie Forbes o f N orth P la tte , N ebraska, and M. C-, 
who lives on the old hom estead in Portland tow nship. T here are also  
ten grandchildren, a great grandchild, little  Bonnie B ell Brim , a h a lf  
brother, A. L. Spotts and a h a lf sister, Mrs. M ary H endrickson, su r
vive him  One brother Calvin died in infancy.

Shortly a fter  his m arriage he made a trip  to th is p art o f Iow a and  
was so favorably im pressed w ith  the country th at he moved here w ith  
his w ife  and two sons, J. C. and E. L., in 1870, locatin g  on a piece o f  
land three m iles w est o f N ora Springs and liv in g  on it  continuously for  
alm ost fifty years, until h is retirem ent from active farm ing, when he 
moved to N ora Springs, w here he died.

The span of Mr. B itterm ans’ life  covers a period o f  the developm ent 
of the middle w est, and for more than fifty  years th at he lived in  th is  
neighborhood w itnessed the change from  an alm ost unbroken exp an se  
of prairie sod to the present condition o f thoroughly cu ltivated  and im 
proved farm s.

From  the first he took active part in the public affa irs o f Portland  
township and Cerro Gordo county. He w as treasurer o f the school 
board for more than th irty  years and a director for m any years. A s  
township trustee and as road superintendent he helped to develop  
his home neighborhood. In all h is public work he stood for progress  
and good governm ent and a carefu l and w ise expenditure o f public  
money. He had an extensive acquaintance over the county and am ong  
public men in the state. H e w as a good citizen. A s a neighbor he  
w as helpful, kind, considerate and ju st and h is w ord w as good. In  
tim e of trouble he could be depended upon to help generously. H is  
home life  w as pure and he had the love and affection o f h is fam ily .

Therefore, B e  I t  Resolved,  T hat in the death o f M onias E. B itterm an  
the state has lost one o f its  sturdy pioneers who contributed h is best 
endeavors in helping to lay  the foundation of th is  grea t com m on
w ealth; the county am ong w hose people he lived and w rought so m any  
years has lost a conspicuous exponent o f the h igher concepts o f  life  
and character, and his home com m unity is  bereft o f  a sa fe  counselor  
and advisor.

Resolved, That a copy o f these resolutions be printed in the jou rn a l o f  
the House and th at the C hief Clerk be directed to forw ard to the fa m 
ily  o f the deceased an engrossed copy.

J . H. M c G h e e ,
J . H. A n d e k s o n ,
W . C. E d s o n ,

C o m m it tee .
Adopted March 23, 1921.


