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RESOLUTIONS IN MEMORIAM

Adopted by the House of Representatives of the Thirty-second
General Assembly.

HON. SAMUEL L. BESTOW.

MER. SPEAKER—Your committee appointed on the part of the House to
draft suitable resolutions on the life, character and public services of the
late Hon. Samuel Lucius Bestow, of Chariton, Lucas county, Iowa, would
respectfully submit the following report:

Samuel L. Bestow was born in Erie county, New York, March 8, 1823.
He attended the public schools of that county in his boyhcod and later
alternated between farm work in the summer and school teaching in the
winter, until- he became of age. He then entered active business life and
was for some time engaged in manufacturing. He attended an academy
in Rochester, N. Y., and served as Superintendent of Public Schools before
leaving his native State. !

In 1870 he removed to Iowa, making his home on a new farm near
Chariton, Lucas county. At the beginning of the Civil War he volun-
teered to go into the army but was rejected on account of physical
disability.

In the early years of the slavery a‘gitation he was a member of the
Republican party. In 1875 he was nominated by the Republican party
of Lucas and Clarke counties for State Senator and was duly elected
and served in that body during the Sixteenth and Seventeenth General
Assemblies. He was the author of the resolution providing for an in-
vestigation of the affairs and management of the Fort Madison peni-
tentiary and was made chairman of the Commission.

Soon after, for various reasons, mainly on account of the stand the
Republican party tock on the liquor and tariff questions, he left the
party and allied himself with the Democrats. In 1890 he was their
nominee for Lieutenant Governor and was elected to that office with
Governor Boies. In the administration of his duties as presiding officer
of the Senate he was uniformly courteous and careful. With the mem-
bership so evenly divided between the two great parties it was no small
matter to preside in such a manner as to please all, but he managed it
so skillfully that the resolution of thanks paséed at the close of the
session was heartily -endorsed by every member of the Senate. He
showed no favoritism and all recognized an honest effort to give every
member his full rights. i
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It should be remembered that this was the first time since the crea-
tion of the office that a Democrat had been chosen to the position of
Lieutenant Governor and the first time since the extra session of 1856
that a presiding officer of the Senate had been a Democrat, a period of
thirty-six years.

At the time that the Hon. John H. Gear was first elected to the
United States Senate, Mr. Bestow received the full vote of the minority
for that place, which was a fitting tribute to his abilities and standing.
The division in the legislature was 71 for Bestow and 77 for Gear, a
passage in the political history of the State not generally remembered.

We owe to Mr. Bestow a debt of gratitude that we can never hope to
repay. Regarding a public office as a public trust, he has given to the
State, honest, efficient and faithful service; therefore, be it

Resolved, That in the death of this patriotic citizen the State has
lost an honored, influential and upright man,

Resolved, That these resolutions be entered on the Journals of the
House and Senate and that an engrossed copy be presented to the
family of the deceased by the Secretary of the Senate.

J. H. DARRAH,
W. P. ALLRED,
G. W. KooxNTtz,
On the part of the House.
J. A. McKLVEEN,
THos. LAMBERT,
Jas. H. JAMISON,

On the part of the Senate.
Adopted April 4, 1907,

REMARKS OF MR. GEO. W. KOONTZ OF JOHNSON COUNTY, ON THE LIFE
AND CHARACTER OF THE LATE HON. SAMUEL L. BESTOW.

MR. SPEAKER—Among that great throng of leaders, whose ability and
integrity and energies, have placed the State we love among the first
in the sisterbood of States, stands the name of him for whom we have
this day turned aside from the ordinary routine of business to pay a
tribute of respect to his memory and to mourn his loss.

While he was not one of the territorial pioneers who followed close
upon the path of the disappearing aborigines and planned and laid out
the foundation of our commonwealth, yet in its early history he settled -
in the south part of the State, and spent a long and useful life as a
leading factor in building up its cities and towns, in extending its rail-
ways, in developing its vast agricultural and mineral resources, and in
advancing its industrial, educational and religious interests.

He made no claim to oratory, being gifted with that happy faculty
of making himself understood by the use of plain words; while tolerant
with others and with their views he was firm in his convictions and
especially in his political views—never carried away by the sensations of
the hour, a strict constitutionalist, a firm believer on sound money, not
a foe to corporations vet demanding their obedience by law and fairness
to the people, and utterly opposed to sumptuary legislation. He was a
fit running mate with that noble Roman, Horace Boies, in the successful



