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RESOLUTIONS IN MEMORIAM 

Adopted by the House of Representatives of the Thirty-second 
General Assembly. 

HON.  SAMUEL L. BESTOW. 

MB. SPEAKER—Your c o m m i t t e e  a p p o i n t e d  o n  t h e  p a r t  of t h e  H o u s e  t o  
d r a f t  s u i t a b l e  r e s o l u t i o n s  o n  t h e  l i f e ,  c h a r a c t e r  a n d  p u b l i c  s e r v i c e s  o f  t h e  
l a t e  H o n .  S a m u e l  L u c i u s  Bes tow,  of C h a r i t o n ,  L u c a s  c o u n t y ,  I o w a ,  w o u l d  
r e s p e c t f u l l y  s u b m i t  t h e  fo l lowing  r e p o r t :  

S a m u e l  L .  B e s t o w  w a s  b o r n  i n  E r i e  coun ty ,  N e w  Y o r k ,  M a r c h  8, 1823. 
H e  a t t e n d e d  t h e  pub l i c  schools  of t h a t  c o u n t y  i n  h i s  boyhood  a n d  l a t e r  
a l t e r n a t e d  b e t w e e n  f a r m  w o r k  i n  t h e  s u m m e r  a n d  school  t e a c h i n g  i n  t h e  
w i n t e r ,  u n t i l  h e  b e c a m e  of age .  H e  t h e n  e n t e r e d  a c t i v e  b u s i n e s s  l i f e  a n d  
w a s  f o r  s o m e  t i m e  e n g a g e d  i n  m a n u f a c t u r i n g .  H e  a t t e n d e d  a n  a c a d e m y  
i n  Roches te r ,  N .  Y., a n d  s e r v e d  a s  S u p e r i n t e n d e n t  of P u b l i c  S c h o o l s  b e f o r e  
l e a v i n g  h i s  n a t i v e  S t a t e .  ' 

I n  1870 h e  r e m o v e d  t o  Iowa ,  m a k i n g  h i s  h o m e  o n  a n e w  f a r m  n e a r  
C h a r i t o n ,  L u c a s  c o u n t y .  A t  t h e  b e g i n n i n g  of t h e  C iv i l  W a r  h e  v o l u n ­
t e e r e d  t o  go  i n t o  t h e  a r m y  b u t  w a s  r e j e c t e d  o n  a c c o u n t  of p h y s i c a l  
d i sab i l i ty .  

I n  t h e  e a r l y  y e a r s  of t h e  s l a v e r y  a g i t a t i o n  h e  w a s  a m e m b e r  of t h e  
Repub l i can  p a r t y .  I n  1875 h e  w a s  n o m i n a t e d  b y  t h e  R e p u b l i c a n  p a r t y  
of L u c a s  a n d  C l a r k e  c o u n t i e s  f o r  S t a t e  S e n a t o r  a n d  w a s  d u l y  e l e c t e d  
a n d  se rved  i n  t h a t  body  d u r i n g  t h e  S i x t e e n t h  a n d  S e v e n t e e n t h  G e n e r a l  
Assemblies .  H e  w a s  t h e  a u t h o r  of t h e  r e so lu t i on  p r o v i d i n g  f o r  a n  in­
ves t iga t ion  of t h e  a f f a i r s  a n d  m a n a g e m e n t  of t h e  F o r t  M a d i s o n  pen i ­
t e n t i a r y  a n d  w a s  m a d e  c h a i r m a n  of t h e  Commis s ion .  

Soon a f t e r ,  f o r  v a r i o u s  r ea sons ,  m a i n l y  o n  a c c o u n t  of t h e  s t a n d  t h e  
Repub l i can  p a r t y  t o o k  o n  t h e  l i q u o r  a n d  t a r i f f  q u e s t i o n s ,  h e  l e f t  t h e  
p a r t y  a n d  a l l i ed  h imse l f  w i t h  t h e  D e m o c r a t s .  I n  1890 h e  w a s  t h e i r  
n o m i n e e  f o r  L i e u t e n a n t  Gove rno r  a n d  w a s  e lec ted  t o  t h a t  office w i t h  
Governor  Boies .  I n  t h e  a d m i n i s t r a t i o n  of h i s  d u t i e s  a s  p r e s i d i n g  officer 
of t h e  S e n a t e  h e  w a s  u n i f o r m l y  c o u r t e o u s  a n d  c a r e f u l .  W i t h  t h e  m e m ­
b e r s h i p  so even ly  d iv ided  b e t w e e n  t h e  t w o  g r e a t  p a r t i e s  i t  w a s  n o  s m a l l  
m a t t e r  t o  p r e s i d e  i n  s u c h  a m a n n e r  a s  t o  p l e a s e  a l l ,  b u t  h e  m a n a g e d  i t  
s o  sk i l l f u l l y  t h a t  t h e  r e so lu t i on  of t h a n k s  p a s s e d  a t  t h e  c lose  of t h e  
sess ion  w a s  h e a r t i l y  e n d o r s e d  b y  e v e r y  m e m b e r  of t h e  S e n a t e .  H e  
showed  n o  f a v o r i t i s m  a n d  a l l  recognized  a n  h o n e s t  e f f o r t  t o  g i v e  e v e r y  
m e m b e r  h i s  f u l l  r i g h t s .  
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I t  should be  remembered t h a t  t h i s  w a s  t h e  first t i m e  since t h e  crea­
t ion  of t h e  office t h a t  a Democrat  h a d  been chosen to  t h e  position of 
L ieu tenan t  Governor a n d  t h e  f i rs t  t i m e  since t h e  ex t r a  session of 1856 
t h a t  a pres id ing  officer of t h e  Senate  h a d  been a Democrat,  a period of 
thir ty-six years .  

A t  t h e  t i m e  t h a t  t h e  Hon.  J o h n  H .  Gear  w a s  first elected t o  t h e  
United Sta tes  Senate, Mr. Bestow received t h e  f u l l  vote of t he  minor i ty  
f o r  t h a t  place, which was  a fitting t r i bu te  t o  h i s  abili t ies and  s tanding.  
T h e  division i n  t h e  legislature w a s  71 f o r  Bestow a n d  77 for  Gear, a 
passage i n  t h e  political h is tory  of t h e  S ta te  n o t  generally remembered.  

W e  owe t o  Mr. Bestow a debt  of g ra t i tude  t h a t  we  can never hope t o  
repay.  Regard ing  a public office a s  a public t ru s t ,  h e  h a s  given t o  t h e  
State ,  honest ,  efficient a n d  f a i t h fu l  service;  therefore,  be i t  

Resolved, T h a t  in  t h e  death  of t h i s  pat r io t ic  citizen t h e  Sta te  h a s  
lost  a n  honored,  influential a n d  up r igh t  man ,  

Resolved, T h a t  these  resolutions be  entered on t h e  Journals  of t h e  
House a n d  Senate  a n d  t h a t  a n  engrossed copy be presented t o  t h e  
f ami ly  of t h e  deceased by t h e  Secretary of t h e  Senate.  

J .  H .  DARKAH, 

W .  P .  ALLRED. 

G .  W .  KOONTZ, 

On the part of the House. 
J .  A .  MCKLVEEN, 

T H O S .  LAMBERT, 

J A S .  H .  JAMISON, 

On the part of the Senate. 
Adopted Apri l  4, 1907. 

REMARKS OF MR. GEO. W .  KOONTZ OB1 J O H N S O N  COUNTY, ON T H E  LIFE ' 

A N D  CHARACTER OF T H E  LATE H O N .  SAMUEL L.  BESTOW. 

MR. SPEAKER—Among t h a t  g r e a t  t h r o n g  of leaders, whose abil i ty a n d  
in tegr i ty  a n d  energies, have  placed t h e  Sta te  we  love among t h e  first 
i n  t h e  sisterhood of States, standfe t h e  n a m e  of h im f o r  whom we  have  
t h i s  day t u r n e d  aside f r o m  t h e  o rd ina ry  rout ine  of business to  pay  a 
t r ibu te  of respect  t o  h i s  memory  a n d  t o  mourn  h i s  loss. 

Whi le  h e  w a s  not  one of t h e  te r r i to r ia l  pioneers who followed close 
upon t h e  p a t h  of t h e  disappearing aborigines a n d  planned and  laid o u t  
t h e  foundat ion of o u r  commonwealth,  ye t  in  i t s  ear ly  his tory h e  settled ' 
i n  t h e  south  p a r t  of t h e  State,  a n d  spent  a long and  useful  l i fe a s  a 
leading f ac to r  i n  building u p  i t s  cit ies a n d  towns,  i n  extending i t s  rail­
ways, i n  developing i t s  v a s t  agr icul tura l  a n d  minera l  resources, a n d  in  
advancing i t s  industr ial ,  educational a n d  religious interests.  

H e  m a d e  n o  claim to oratory,  being g i f ted  w i th  t h a t  happy facul ty  
of m a k i n g  himself understood by t h e  use  of pla in  words ;  while to le ran t  
wi th  o thers  a n d  wi th  t h e i r  views h e  w a s  firm i n  h i s  convictions a n d  
especially i n  h i s  political views—never carr ied away by t h e  sensations of 
t h e  hour ,  a s t r ic t  constitutionalist ,  a firm believer on sound money, not  
a foe t o  corporat ions yet  demanding t h e i r  obedience by l aw and fa i rness  
t o  t h e  people, and  u t te r ly  opposed to  sumptua ry  legislation. H e  w a s  a 
fit r u n n i n g  m a t e  wi th  t h a t  noble Roman,  Horace Boies, in  the  successful 


