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In  th e  early  years of the  slavery ag ita tion  he was a m em ber of 
th e  R epublican party . In  1875 he w as nom inated  by the  Republican 
p arty  of L ucas and C larke counties fo r S tate  Senator and was duly 
elected, and served in th a t body du rin g  th e  S ixteenth  and Seventeenth 
G eneral Assemblies. He was th e  au th o r of th e  reso lu tion  providing 
for an  investigation  of the affairs and m anagem ent of the  F o rt Madi­
son p en iten tia ry  and w as m ade cha irm an  of th e  commission.

Soon after, for various reasons, m ainly on account of the stand the 
R epublican p arty  took on the  liquor and tariff questions, he le ft the 
party  and allied himself w ith the Democrats. In 1893 he was their 
nominee for Lieutenant-Governor and was elected to th a t office with 
Governor Boies. In  the  adm in istra tion  of h is du ties as presiding 
officer of the  Senate he was uniform ly courteous and careful. W ith 
th e  m em bership  so evenly divided betw een the  two g rea t parties, it 
was no easy m a tte r to  preside in  such a m anner as to  please all, but 
he m anaged i t  so skillfu lly  th a t  th e  reso lu tion  of th an k s passed a t 
the  close of th e  session was heartily  endorsed by every m em ber of the 
Senate. H e showed no favoritism  and all recognized an honest and 
successful effort to  give every m em ber his fu ll rights.

I t  should  be rem em bered th a t  th is  was the  first tim e since the 
creation  of th e  office th a t  a D em ocrat had  been chosen to  the position 
of Lieutenant-Governor and the first tim e since the ex tra session of 
1856 th a t  a presid ing officer of the Senate had  been a Democrat, a 
period of th irty -six  years.

A t the tim e th a t th e  Hon. John  H. Gear was first elected to  the  
U nited S ta tes Senate, Mr. Bestow received th e  full vote of the  mi­
no rity  for th a t  place, which was a fitting  tr ib u te  to  h is abilities and 
standing. The division in the  L eg isla tu re  was 71 for Bestow and 77 
for Gear, a passage in  the  political h isto ry  of the  S tate  not generally 
rem em bered.

W e owe to  Mr. Bestow a debt of g ra titu d e  th a t we can never hope 
to  repay. R egard ing  a public office as a  public tru s t, he has given 
to  the S tate  honest, efficient and fa ith fu l service; therefore, be it

Resolved, T hat in the death of th is patriotic citizen, the State has 
lost an honored, influential and upright man.

Resolved, T hat these resolutions be entered on the Journals of the 
House and Senate and th a t an engrossed copy be presented to the fam­
ily of the deceased by the Secretary of the Senate.

J. A . M c K l v e e n ,

T h o s . L a m b e r t ,

J a s . H .  J a m i s o n , 

Committee on part of the Senate.
J. H. D a r r a h ,

W .  P .  A l l r e d ,

G. W . K o o n t z ,

Committee on part of the House.

Senator McKlveen moved the adoption of the resolution and 
spoke as follows:

M r . P r e s i d e n t , S e n a t o r s —It was my good fortune to have known Mr.
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Bestow  from  th e  tim e  he located in Lucas county, in  1870. I soon be­
cam e in tim ate ly  acquain ted  w ith  him , and fo r m any y ea rs  w as h is  fam ­
ily physician. I am  enabled to b ear testim ony  to  th e  m any v ir tu e s  w hich 
adorned h is life  and  secured fo r h im  th e  sincere  respect of all w ith  w hom  
he came in  contact. Upon h is a rr iv a l in L ucas county , he se ttled  on a, 
farm  and devoted h im self exclusively to ag ricu ltu re  an d  stock  ra is ing , a 
calling  alw ays congenial to h is  taste , and  w hen approached  and  solic ited  
to  become th e  s tan d a rd  b ea re r of h is  party , like C inc inna tu s, he  w as 
found a t th e  plow. He accepted th e  nom ination  of th e  R epub lican  p a rty  
fo r S tate S enato r of Lucas and C larke counties and  w as duly elec ted  to  
th a t  office in  1875 and  served in  th e  S ix teen th  and  S even teen th  G eneral 
Assem blies. H e w as d iligen t and  p a in s tak in g  in  th e  perfo rm ance  of 
every duty  and  w as especially  v ig ilan t in  looking  a f te r  the  in te re s ts  of 
h is  constituen ts. H e w as a  m an  of unusua l m odesty, never in tru d in g  
h is opinions, b u t a t  th e  sam e tim e he w as possessed of la rg e  com m on 
sense, sound judgm ent, and very positive convictions. H e accorded to  
o thers  the r ig h t to th in k  and  ac t as they  saw  fit, b u t he never p e rm itted  
differences of view s to affect h is  personal associations. H e abh o rred  
treachery , deception, u n tru th fu ln e ss , and  he never m ade a  p rom ise that, 
he did no t regard  sacred  and  to the  best of h is  a b ility  tr ie d  to p erfo rm . 
H is w ife died seven years ago. Two dau g h te rs  and  a son su rv ive  him . 
H is dom estic life w as a  very  happy  one.

T he career of Mr. Bestow  w as rounded ou t fitting ly  in  th e  m a n n e r  
of h is death , w hich w as as peaceful as h is life  w as beau tifu l. H e h ad  
ever lived so as to  be ready  to m eet th e  final sum m ons calm ly w hen  i t  
cam e; h is  sp ir it  m arched  tru s tin g ly  over th e  s ilen t riv e r, secure in  th e  
assu rance  of the  final good rew ard  of th e  C h ris tian  so ld ier w ho h a d  lov­
ingly and loyally  obeyed th e  o rders of th e  g re a t C ap ta in  of S alvation . A 
noble m an, loving husband , a k ind  fa th e r, a  tru e  p a tr io t, and  a sincere , 
fa ith fu l C h ris tian  passed aw ay w hen th e  A ngel of D ea th  touched  Sam uel 
L. Bestow.

T here is n o th in g  m ore fitting  th a n  th a t  w hen m en die, som e note 
should be m ade of it, som eth ing  should be said  of it ,— som eth ing  th a t  
perchance m ay b ring  consolation  to th e  so rrow ing  and  th a t  m ay  a id  th e  
m ind in the contem plation  of th e  m ysteries of life  and  death .

There is no d ea th : w hat seem s so is tran s itio n .
T h is  life of m orta l b rea th
Is bu t th e  suburb  of th a t  life  E lysian ,
W hose po rta ls  we call death .

“The th in g s w hich are  seen a re  tem poral: bu t th e  th in g s  w hich  a re  
no t seen are  e te rn a l.” D eath  we see, bu t life  is unseen . T he roo ts of 
life lie deep am ong the dead: its  n o u rish m en t comes from  decay. T he 
b rig h tes t colors and th e  sw eetest perfum es a re  brew ed in  dism al sw am ps. 
The pond lily  res ts  upon th e  m ost s tag n an t pool. W ith o u t dea th  th e re  
could be no life. And so, im m o rta lity  is bu t th e  bloom of life, and  death  
is perpetu ity .

So w hen one who w as loved and honored by a g re a t people p u ts  on 
th is  bloom, of im m orta lity , i t  is an  em inen tly  p roper th in g  th a t  we should  
tu rn  aside from  th e  o rd in ary  du ties  of life and  give expression  in  o u r  
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feeble w ay to the  questioning of th e  hu m an  m ind  and  our realization  of 
th e  answ er m ade by th e  D ivine Mind.

So I have come to  lay a garland  upon th e  b ie r of my friend. “T h ere’s 
rosem ary, th a t ’s fo r rem em brance; and  th e re ’s pansies, th a t ’s for 
th o u g h ts .” H is w as a m anhood th a t  respected  honor, tru th , in teg rity , 
v irtue , cando r and  righ teousness as sacred  as life, as priceless as e te r­
n ity .

“T he s ta rs  m ay fade, th e  su n ’s b r ig h t beam s expire,
C reation  s ink  on N a tu re ’s fu n e ra l pyre.
B u t V irtue’s gifts, un fad ing , shall endure,
W hen s ta rs  and skies and  suns shall be no m ore.”

H is in te g rity  of charac te r, h is  fidelity  to  duty, h is stu rdy  manhood, 
h is  d is tingu ished  public services, h is  com m anding ability , and h is kindly 
h e a rt won h im  a  place in th e  affections of h is  people, and  he leaves be­
h ind  h im  th e  m em ory of a  life well lived as a sw eet fragrance, a  blessed 
benison. I t  w as these excellen t qu a lities  th a t  gave h im  h igh  p referm ent 
in  affairs of S ta te  and  th a t  m ade h is m em ory a  precious heritage  to  those 
w ho rem ain  behind. May the influence of a  noble life ever rem ain  w ith 
us, as b righ t, as sh in ing , and  as clear, as on th a t  day, w hen he laid  down 
h is  burdens, gazed ou t upon the  shoreless sea, and  fe lt “upon h is w asted 
brow  th e  b rea th  of the e te rn a l m orn ing .”

S ena to r  Jam ison  of Clarke spoke as follows:

M r . P r e s i d e n t  a n d  S e n a t o r s —One of th e  ten d erest trad itio n s of the 
hu m an  race is th e  h a b it of cessation  of public d u tie s ;—pausing long 
enough in  our daily  toil to say farew ell in  fitting  te rm s over the graves 
of o u r fellow  countrym en. The age in w hich we live is so thoroughly  
dom inated  by a  greedy, hu rry in g , tim e-runn ing  sp ir it  th a t  public men 
som etim es fo rget the venera tion  due th e  departed  fellow  citizen.

T he Senate finds it  becom ing today to  lay aside legislative cares and 
w ith  th e  accustom ed d ign ity  do honor to  th e  m em ory of one who was 
once a  m em ber of th is  body, and  who also served as presid ing officer. 
F ifteen  years  ago, th e  ch a ir  now occupied by our w orthy P res iden t was 
filled by th e  sub ject of th is  reso lu tion , in  th e  vigor of physical and m ental 
m anhood, and  today we a re  called upon to perform  for our departed 
friend  th e  la s t sacred  honor th a t  th e  liv ing  can perform  for the dead.

In  th e  T w enty-fourth  G eneral A ssem bly of th e  S ta te  of Iowa, Samuel 
L . B estow  enjoyed th e  d is tinc tion  of hav in g  been elected by h is p arty  as 
L ieu tenant-G overnor of th is  S ta te . I t  being a d is tinc tion  extrem ely rare, 
a s  i t  w as th e  only tim e w ith in  th e  la s t h a lf  cen tu ry  th a t h is p a rty  had 
•succeeded in  p lacing a m an in  th a t  position . I t  w as a  tim e w hen the 
po litical p a rtie s  w ere evenly divided in  th is  cham ber and w hen the 
political tu rm o il w as such th a t  to p reside  requ ired  a m an of skill, in ­
te g r ity  and  s te rlin g  w orth . H is ind iv id u a lity  w as pointed, strong, fran k  
a n d  m anly . In  h is  personal bearing  th e re  w as m ingled  a  firmness, gentle­
ness and  in teg rity  w hich a ttra c ted  even those of th e  opposite political 
fa ith  to  h im  and  rendered  h im  a t  once a  social favorite . He w as a  m an 
of b r i ll ia n t in te llec tua l g ifts  and  requ irem en ts, and  in  h is  investigation  
of leg isla tive  subjects be allowed n o th in g  sh o rt of the bed rock to satisfy
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him . He w as k ind  and  genial, and  soon ga th e red  a ro u n d  h im  a score 
of fr ien d s from  both  po litica l p arties . He w as w ise, jud ic ious, generous, 
and  fa ir  to  all. H is  po litica l ca ree r ended sh o rtly  a f te r  h is  re tire m e n t 
from  th e  position  th a t he occupied in  th is  cham ber, and  he lived a qu ie t 
and  happy life on h is  own hom estead  in  L ucas county , Iow a.

In  looking over th is  body, I see b u t one fa m ilia r  face, beside m yself, 
w ho had  the honor to  serve in th is  body w hen i t  w as p resided  over by 
th is  d is tingu ished  m an. O ur p re sen t p resid ing  officer, to g e th e r w ith  
m yself, had  th e  honor to  be m em bers of th is  body a t  th a t  tim e. Sam uel 
L. Bestow  w as a m an, c itizen  and  sta tesm an , beloved by a ll who knew  
him . W hile th is  noble m an  h as le f t us, h is  m em ory w ill be cherished  
by those who knew  and  loved him , as long as love and  p a tr io tism  are  
passions th a t  ebb and  flow in  th e  h u m an  h ea rt. L ik e  a  gen tle  ripp ling  
riv e r w ith  green and  shaded  banks, th is  noble m an, s ta te sm an  and  c iti­
zen quietly  la id  down h is  b u rden  and  passed to e te rn a l re s t on th e  10th 
day on Jan u ary , 1907, leav ing  th e  S ta te  of Iow a to m ourn  th e  loss of one 
of h e r  m ost respected  citizens,—a g rand  and  noble m an.

Senator Moon spoke as follows:

M r . P r e s i d e n t — It is fittin g  and  proper th a t  we should  devote th is  
tim e  to the honor and  m em ory of those who have served th e  S ta te  as 
m em bers of th e  Senate and  who have passed aw ay since th e  la s t m eeting  
of th e  G eneral Assem bly.

T he m em ory of Sam uel L. Bestow  has recen tly  been p roperly  honored 
by those who w ere n ea re s t to  him , and  it  is ap p ro p ria te  th a t  th e  S ta te  
w hich  he served should, th ro u g h  its  rep resen ta tives , add  its  tr ib u te .

M ere ten u re  of office can no t add m uch rea l d ig n ity  and  honor to  th e  
life  of any m an, b u t p re fe rm en t th ro u g h  th e  choice to  h igh  office, by a 
sovereign people, is wor-thy of th e  am bition  of any  m an. Sam uel L. 
B estow  reached th a t  p re fe rm en t and, as in  h is  public service, he v in d i­
ca ted  th e  judgm ent of those  who chose him . I t  is f ittin g  th a t  we should  
h ere  m ake record of the fac t by th e  adoption of these  reso lu tions and  th a t  
th e  tr ib u te  th a t we pay to h is  m em ory should  become a p a r t  of th e  
recorded h is to ry  of o u r S tate.

The resolutions were unanim ously adopted by a rising vote.

Senator Gillilland moved th a t the rem arks made by Senators 
McKlveen, Jam ison of C lark and Moon be p rin ted  in  the Journa l.

Carried.

Senator Dowell, from  the jo in t committee appointed to d ra f t 
appropriate resolutions on the life, character and  public services 
of ex-Lieutenant-G overnor F ran k  T. Campbell, subm itted  the fo l­
lowing re p o r t :

Mr. P r e s i d e n t —Y our com m ittee  appoin ted  on th e  p a r t  of th e  S enate  
to  d ra f t su itab le  reso lu tions on th e  life, ch a rac te r and  public  serv ices of


