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On the motion of Senator Allen, a roll call was demanded.

On the question, ‘ ‘ Shall the motion prevail ? ’ ’

The yeas were:

Senators Allen, Eckles, Hughes, Kimmel, Kinne, Turner, Wade, 
Whiting, Young— 9.

The nays w ere:

Senators Bleakly, Bruce, Clark, Crossley, DeArmand, DeWolf, 
Dowell, Elerick, Ericson, Foley, Frudden, Gillilland, Jackson, 
Jamieson of Page, Jamison of Clarke, Jones, Lambert, McKlveen, 
Maytag, Moon, Peterson, Saunders, Seeley, Smith of Des Moines, 
Smith of Mitchell, Stirton, Stookey, Stuckslager, Taylor, Warren, 
Whipple, Wilson of Fayette, Wilson of Clinton—33.

Absent or not voting:

Senators Burgess, Dunham, Gale, Hopkins, McManus, Mattes, 
Newberry, Nichols—8.

So the motion was lost.

Senator Mattes filed the following motion:

I move to reconsider the vote by which H ouse F ile No. 460 passed 
th e  Senate today.

J o s e p h  M a t t e s .

Senator McKlveen, from the joint committee appointed to draft 
suitable resolutions on the life, character and public service of 
the late Hon. Samuel Lucius Bestow, submitted the following re
port :

RESO LU TIO NS o f  RESPECT.

Mr. P r e s i d e n t —Your committee appointed on the p art of the Senate 
to d ra ft su itab le  reso lu tions on th e  life, ch a rac ter and public ser
vices of the  la te  Hon. Sam uel Lucius Bestow  of C hariton , Lucas 
county, Iowa, w ould respectfu lly  subm it the follow ing repo rt:

Samuel L. Bestow  was born in E rie  county, New York, M arch 8, 
1823. He a ttended  the  public schools of th a t  county in  h is boyhood 
and la te r a lte rn a ted  between farm  w ork in  th e  sum m er and  school 
teaching in the w inter un til he became of age. He then entered 
active business life and was for some tim e engaged in  m anufactu ring . 
He attended an academy in Rochester, New York, and served as su
perin tenden t of public schools before leaving his native  state .

In  1870 he rem oved to Iowa, m aking his hom e on a new farm  near 
Chariton, Lucas county. A t the beginning of the Civil w ar he vol
unteered to go into the army, but was rejected on account of physical 
disability.
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In  th e  early  years of the  slavery ag ita tion  he was a m em ber of 
th e  R epublican party . In  1875 he w as nom inated  by the  Republican 
p arty  of L ucas and C larke counties fo r S tate  Senator and was duly 
elected, and served in th a t body du rin g  th e  S ixteenth  and Seventeenth 
G eneral Assemblies. He was th e  au th o r of th e  reso lu tion  providing 
for an  investigation  of the affairs and m anagem ent of the  F o rt Madi
son p en iten tia ry  and w as m ade cha irm an  of th e  commission.

Soon after, for various reasons, m ainly on account of the stand the 
R epublican p arty  took on the  liquor and tariff questions, he le ft the 
party  and allied himself w ith the Democrats. In 1893 he was their 
nominee for Lieutenant-Governor and was elected to th a t office with 
Governor Boies. In  the  adm in istra tion  of h is du ties as presiding 
officer of the  Senate he was uniform ly courteous and careful. W ith 
th e  m em bership  so evenly divided betw een the  two g rea t parties, it 
was no easy m a tte r to  preside in  such a m anner as to  please all, but 
he m anaged i t  so skillfu lly  th a t  th e  reso lu tion  of th an k s passed a t 
the  close of th e  session was heartily  endorsed by every m em ber of the 
Senate. H e showed no favoritism  and all recognized an honest and 
successful effort to  give every m em ber his fu ll rights.

I t  should  be rem em bered th a t  th is  was the  first tim e since the 
creation  of th e  office th a t  a D em ocrat had  been chosen to  the position 
of Lieutenant-Governor and the first tim e since the ex tra session of 
1856 th a t  a presid ing officer of the Senate had  been a Democrat, a 
period of th irty -six  years.

A t the tim e th a t th e  Hon. John  H. Gear was first elected to  the  
U nited S ta tes Senate, Mr. Bestow received th e  full vote of the  mi
no rity  for th a t  place, which was a fitting  tr ib u te  to  h is abilities and 
standing. The division in the  L eg isla tu re  was 71 for Bestow and 77 
for Gear, a passage in  the  political h isto ry  of the  S tate  not generally 
rem em bered.

W e owe to  Mr. Bestow a debt of g ra titu d e  th a t we can never hope 
to  repay. R egard ing  a public office as a  public tru s t, he has given 
to  the S tate  honest, efficient and fa ith fu l service; therefore, be it

Resolved, T hat in the death of th is patriotic citizen, the State has 
lost an honored, influential and upright man.

Resolved, T hat these resolutions be entered on the Journals of the 
House and Senate and th a t an engrossed copy be presented to the fam
ily of the deceased by the Secretary of the Senate.

J. A . M c K l v e e n ,

T h o s . L a m b e r t ,

J a s . H .  J a m i s o n , 

Committee on part of the Senate.
J. H. D a r r a h ,

W .  P .  A l l r e d ,

G. W . K o o n t z ,

Committee on part of the House.

Senator McKlveen moved the adoption of the resolution and 
spoke as follows:

M r . P r e s i d e n t , S e n a t o r s —It was my good fortune to have known Mr.


