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O LIV ER  P. B E N N E T T , SR.

‘ M r. P r e s i d e n t : Y our committee, appointed to  p rep are  a su itable reso­
lution com mem orating the life, ch a rac te r and public service of the  late 
Honorable Oliver P. B ennett, Sr., begs leave to  subm it the  following 
m em orial:

Oliver P . Bennett, Sr., w as born a t  E lgin, Illinois, on October 10, 1892. 
H is p a ren ts  homesteaded in Buena V ista  County, Iowa, and lived in Illinois 
fo r th ree  years before m oving to  M onona County in 1895. He w as g raduated  
from  M apleton High School in 1911 and attended A m herst College, A m herst, 
M assachusetts, in 1911 and 1912. He attended the U niversity  of Iowa in 
1912 and 1913, w as g raduated  from  the  College of Law  a t  D rake U niver­
sity  in 1915, and adm itted to  the Iowa B a r the same year.

On September 18, 1917, he w as m arried  to  Helen K irk  of Des Moines. 
They had one daugh ter and th ree sons.

He served in the U nited S ta tes  A rm y F ield A rtille ry  in  W orld W ar I 
and as Eleventh D istric t A d ju ta n t of the A m erican Legion in 1922 and 
1923 and as E leventh D istric t Com m ander in 1924. He w as county a tto rney  
of Monona County from  1925 to  1929. D uring W orld W ar I I  he w as a 
Colonel in the Judge Advocate G eneral Corps and in 1952 he w as promoted 
to B rigad ier General of the Iowa N ational Guard.

Oliver P. Bennett, Sr. served the S ta te  of Iowa as S enato r from  Monona, 
Craw ford, and H arrison  Counties du ring  the F o rty -th ird , F o rty -fou rth , 
F orty-fifth , and F orty-fifth  E x trao rd in a ry  G eneral Assemblies, and as 
Commissioner of Insurance from  1955 to  1958. He w as a p rom inent M aple­
ton fa rm er and attorney. He w as a m em ber of th e  Field A rtille ry  Reserve 
Corps, Phi A lpha D elta Legal F ra te rn ity , Phi Gamm a D elta F ra te rn ity , 
several Masonic O rders and m any civic organizations. He w as a member 
of the P ra irie  Gold A rea Council fo r the Boy Scouts of A m erica, and a 
d irector of the S ta te  Savings and T ru s t B ank a t  Council Bluffs. He 
received the O utstanding Citizenship A w ard from  the M apleton Club in 
1968.

He died December 1, 1973. Survivors include the widow, H elen; his 
daughter, Mrs. Jam es (D orothy) Bromwell of C edar R apids; th ree  sons, 
Jam es L. of Des Moines, K irk  and Oliver P., J r .  of M apleton; nine g ran d ­
children and two g rea t grandchildren.

Therefore, Be I t  Resolved by the Senate of the S ix ty - f i f th  General 
Assembly of Iowa:  T hat, in the passing of the H onorable O liver P.
B ennett, Sr., the sta te  has lost an  honored, citizen and a fa ith fu l and useful 
public servant, and the Senate by th is  resolution would express its  appreci­
ation  of his services to  his com munity, s ta te  and nation  and  tender its  
sym pathy and kindest regards to the members of h is fam ily.

Be I t  F urther Resolved:  T h a t a copy of th is  resolution be spread upon 
th e  Journal of the Senate, and th a t  the S ecretary  of the  Senate be directed 
to  fo rw ard  an enrolled copy to  th e  fam ily  of the deceased.
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Com mittee

The resolution w as unanim ously adopted.


