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H O N .  N E L S  LARSON. 

MR. SPEAKER—Your commit tee  appointed t o  p r e p a r e  resolut ions  com
memora t ing  t h e  life,  charac te r  a n d  public services  of Neis  La r son ,  b e g  
leave t o  submi t  t he  fol lowing r e p o r t :  

Neis Larson w a s  born  o n  September  1, 1841, i n  Sogn,  No'rway, a n d  
w a s  t h e  son of L a r s  a n d  K a r e n  B a k k e  Larson.  W i t h  h i s  f a t h e r  h e  c a m e  
t o  America i n  1854, s topping i n  Minnesota w h e r e  t h e y  spen t  t h e  w i n t e r .  
I n  t h e  spr ing  of 1855 they  located i n  Winnesh iek  county  w h e r e  Mr .  
La r son  resided un t i l  t w o  yea r s  ago  when  h e  re t i r ed  f r o m  h i s  f a r m  i n  
Highland  township  a n d  purchased a home i n  Spr ing  Grove. H e  w a s  m a r 
r ied t o  J u l i a  K jome  on J u l y  29, 1862. Twelve  ch i ldren  w e r e  b o r n  t o  
them,  eight of whom survive. 

Mr. La r son  cast  h i s  f i r s t  vote f o r  A b r a h a m  Linco ln  i n  1864 a n d  
th roughout  h i s  l i fe  w a s  a s t aunch  Republican.  I n  1879 h e  w a s  elected a 
member  of t h e  board of supervisors  a n d  served f o r  s i x  years .  H e  a l s o  
served wi th  dist inct ion a s  member  of t h e  lower  house  of t h e  Iowa  legis
l a t u r e  i n  t h e  twenty-f i rs t  a n d  twenty-second genera l  assemblies.  

Mr. Larson,  a s  a man ,  w a s  honest  a n d  indus t r ious ;  a s  a f r i e n d ,  h e  
was  loyal, he lpfu l  a n d  s incere;  a s  a n  official,  h e  w a s  dil igent ,  pa ins tak 
i n g  a n d  capable; a n d  a s  a Chr i s t i an  gent leman,  h e  h a d  t h e  confidence a n d  
esteem of a l l  who knew h im.  H e  w a s  n o t  only beloved b y  those  w h o  
knew h i m  b u t  also t rus ted .  

Be It Resolved, T h a t  i n  t h e  dea th  of Neis  L a r s o n  t h e  s t a t e  h a s  l o s t  -a 
wor thy  citizen. T h a t  i t  recognizes t h e  h igh  cha rac t e r  of h i s  services  t o  
t h e  s tate ,  a n d  t h a t  t h e  House  t a k e s  th i s  occasion t o  acknowledge  i t s  
recognition and  express i t s  h i g h  r ega rd  a n d  apprecia t ion of h i s  c h a r a c t e r  
a n d  public services, a n d  t o  extend t o  h i s  f ami ly  i t s  s incere  s y m p a t h y  i n  
t h e i r  bereavement.  

Be It Further Resolved, T h a t  a copy of t he se  resolut ions,  engrossed  
a n d  duly authent icated by t h e  Speaker  a n d  Chief Clerk  of t h e  House ,  b e  
presented t o  t h e  fami ly  of t h e  deceased. 

H .  P .  N I C H O L S O N ,  J R . ,  

L E E  ( W .  ELWOOD, 

L .  0 .  WLGDAIIL, 

Committee. 
Adopted Apri l  6, 1917. 

H O N .  GEORGE W .  BALL. 

MR. SPEAKER—Your commit tee  appointed t o  p r e p a r e  su i table  resolu
t ions  commemorat ing t h e  l i f e  a n d  public services of t h e  Hon .  George W .  
Ball,  la te  member  of t h e  House  of Representa t ives  of t h e  Twenty-f i rs t  
general  assembly, submi t  t h e  following r epo r t ;  

T h e  subject  of t h i s  memoria l  w a s  born n e a r  Fa i r f i e ld ,  J e f f e r s o n  County ,  
Iowa,  J u n e  7, 1847. 

H i s  ear ly  l i fe  w a s  spent  upon h i s  f a t h e r ' s  f a r m ,  w h e r e  h e  r e m a i n e d  
un t i l  near ly  of age, devoting a por t ion of h i s  t i m e  i n  secur ing  c o m m o n  
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school education, which he supplemented by a course i n  a private school 
a t  Fairfield, and  a course in  Wesleyn University a t  Mt. Pleasant, which 
h e  finished i n  1867. H e  entered the  law department of the  Iowa State 
University in  1868 and  graduated f rom the  class of 1869, being admitted 
to  the  practice of law i n  the  State of Iowa, December 15th, 1869. 

Af ter  h i s  admission t o  t he  bar ,  he practiced for  a short  t ime in  each 
of the  cities of Des Moines, and  Mt. Ayr in  Iowa, and was admitted to 
the  practice of law in  Illinois, and  practiced for  a short  t ime in Chicago. 

I n  November, 1874, h e  moved to Iowa City, and  was active in  the  
practice of law for  many  years. 

He was married J anua ry  1st, 1880, to  Estel la E .  Walter.  To th i s  mar
riage were born four  children, Geo. W. Ball, Jr . ,  Walter M. Ball, Henry 
M. Ball and Edi th  Ball. 

I n  church affairs ,  Mr. Ball was a pronounced Methodist, having served 
th is  church fo r  many years as  a member of the  official board. 

I n  politics, Mr. Ball was a Democrat. H e  was a member of the City 
Council of Iowa City f rom 1881-1883, Representative f rom Johnson County 
i n  the  twenty-first general assembly f rom 1886-1887; State Senator in t he  
twenty-eighth and twenty-ninth general assemblies, and  was Mayor of 
Iowa City for  two terms,  f rom 1905-1909. He was a member of t he  Board 
of Directors and  Vice President of the F i r s t  National Bank of Iowa City, 
and a member of t he  Board of Curators of t he  State Historical Society. 
H e  was prominent in  the  Masonic Lodge, of which h e  was a member. 

During the  last  forty-five years of his life, Mr. Ball was identified with 
the  growth and  development of Iowa City. 

H e  lef t  surviving h im his  wife, Estelle E .  Ball, and his  children named 
above. 

W H E R E A S ,  T h e  life and character of the  deceased were such a s  to en
ti t le his  memory to t he  respect and esteem of all who knew him;  

Therefore, Be It Resolved, Tha t  the  House of Representatives take this  
occasion to  express i t s  appreciation of his  character and public services 
and a t  th i s  t ime extend to  h i s  bereaved family i t s  sincere sympathy in  
thei r  sorrow, and,  

Be It Further Resolved, Tha t  a copy of these resolutions be spread upon 
the  Journal  of the  House and tha t  the  Chief Clerk be instructed to for
ward a n  engrossed copy of same to  the  family of the  deceased. 

E .  A .  BALDWIN,  

GEO .  W .  CROZIER, 

A .  L .  RICHARDS. 

Committee. 

Adopted April 7, 1917, 

HON.  J O H N  GIBBONS. 

MR. SPÉAKEK—We, your committee appointed to prepare memorials to 
suitably commemorate the  l i fe  and  public service of t he  Honorable John 
Gibbons, respectfully report  as follows: 




