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Senator Jewell, from a special committee, submitted the fol­
lowing report and moved its adoption:

Mr. President: Your committee appointed to prepare and present
memmorial resolutions commemorative of the life, character and public 
services of the Hon. Ansel Kinne Bailey, late a member of this body and 
a long time resident of Winneshiek County, Iowa, beg leave to submit 
the following report:

On November 18, 1835, in Wales, Erie County, New York, there was 
bom to Wesley and Eunice Kinne Bailey a son, the subject of this sketch, 
who was christened Ansel Kinne Bailey. This son was educated in the 
public schools of Utica, New York, and in early manhood became identi­
fied with journalistic work in the publication of a newspaper owned by 
his father.

In 1860, the family, obeying the lure of the age, came west and settled 
in Decorah, Iowa, which was to be his permanent abiding place.

In a partnership between himself and his father they began the pub­
lication of a newspaper, the Decorah Republic, which afterwards became 
and still remains the Decorah Republican.

In 1863, he was elected treasurer and recorder of Winneshiek County, 
and in 1869 received the appointment of postmaster at Decorah, and was 
continued in said office by succeeding administrations for sixteen consecu­
tive years.

In 1889 he was elected by the people of Winneshiek and Howard Coun­
ties, a member of this body for the Twenty-third and Twenty-fourth Gen­
eral Assemblies, and served his constituents with honor and distinction. 
In the Twenty-third General Assembly he was made chairman of the 
Committee on Federal Relations whose chief accomplishment was its part 
in providing representation of Iowa at the Columbian Exposition.

In the Twenty-fourth General Assembly Senator Bailey was prominent­
ly identified in the Senate with the drafting of the Australian Ballot bill, 
which became and still remains, with but slight modification, the law.

The public opinion and the policies of the northeast portion of the 
state were influenced to a greater or less degree by the public services and 
writings of Senator Bailey.

In the Decorah Republican and under the heading “Editorial Com­
ments,” his great ability and genius as a writer on public policies and fal­
lacies were conspicuously in evidence. These comments were cont'nued 
with unfailing regularity, when health permitted, up to the time of his 
death.

On September 20, 1909, a t his home in Decorah, Senator A. K. Bailey 
passed to his reward, and a few days later, during the obsequies attend­
an t therecn, and out of respect and in honor of his life, character and 
public services, all places of business in the city w’ere closed.

Whereas, it is but meet and proper, that we set apart a portion of time, 
dedicating it especially to the service of paying due respect, and honor to 
the memory of those who have served as members of this body and as
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such and in other ways have rendered able and distinguished service to 
the state and have passed to th e ir  bourne from  which no traveler e’er 
returns.

Therefore be it resolved, T hat the Senate of th is  T hirty-fourth  Gen­
eral Assembly of the S tate of Iowa, has heard w ith profound sorrow and 
regret the announcem ent of the death of the Hon. Ansel K inne Bailey, late 
a  member of th is body and deplore the loss of h is  wise counsel to  the 
state and com munity in which he lived;

Be it fu rther resolved, T hat these resolutions be entered  in  the Journal 
of the Senate and th a t an engrossed copy be furnished to each of the three 
living members of the fam ily by the Secretary of the Senate.

P. M. J e w e l l ,

H e n r y  A d a m s ,

F r e d e r i c  L a r r a b e e ,
Committee.

Senator Jewell, in moving the adoption of the report, spoke as 
follows:

Mr. President: I t  was my good fortune to  have known Senator Bailey
fo r fully a  quarte r of a century, and in  all th a t tim e and in  all the 
relations of life in  which I had occasion to come in to  contact w ith  him , 
he was the same courteous, genial, companionable m an throughout. He 
may have had his foibles and his faults—and who has not—but in  all 
m atters of public in terest, public m orals, good citizenship, character and 
sobriety, he was a prince among men.

His home life was ideal. The lure of clubs, lodges o r social conquests had 
no great charm for or clams upon him. In  the la te r years of h is  life a  son 
became associated w ith  him  in business in  the  conduct of th e  Decorah 
Republican and the rela tion  between the  two were rem arkable, seemingly 
more in the natu re  of the association of two brothers, each leaning upon 
the other for counsel, suggestion and help th an  as fa th e r and son. My 
personal observation of th is  m utual interdependence rela tionsh ip  between 
the two, gained th rough my relation as medical a tten d an t to  the elder 
Bailey, for a num ber of years, was a  revelation and an  insp ira tion  to  me.

As a w riter and com m entator on cu rren t events Of public concern, I 
do not th ink  there was to  be found his superior in  the  en tire  state. A 
very few may have equalled h is clear cut, incisive com m ents on men, 
means and measures, bu t none excelled, and w hether one agreed w ith  his 
conclusions or not, none failed to adm ire or to  concede h is g rea t ab ility  
as a forceful w riter of clear cut, trenchan t English.

He was a man of strong  convictions and of firm and lasting  friendships. 
In  many conversations I  have had w ith him in regard, to  h is experience 
in th is  body he has often referred w ith  evident pleasure and pride to  sev­
eral men of character, men who have left and some who are s till leaving 
th e ir  impress for good citizenship upon the state, who served w ith  him  in 
the Senate during  th e  sessions of the Tw enty-third and Tw enty-fourth 
General Assemblies.


