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Reso lved , T h a t  a copy of th is  re so lu t io n  be sp read  upon th e  re c ­
ords  of th e  Sena te  and  th a t  a p ro pe r ly  en grossed  copy signed by th e  
P re s id e n t  and  Secre ta ry  be se n t  to th e  b e reaved  family.

•Jo h n  F . W ebber.
L a Moxte Co w i.kr.
F .  A. H kai,i>.

Com m ittee .

The  resolut ions were ad op te d  un an im o u s ly  liy a r i s ing  vote.

S e n a t o r  Arne v ,  f rom a special  commit t ee ,  sub mi t t ed  the  fol­
lowing  repor t  a n d  moved its adopt ion  :

D K I . O S  A R X O I . l l .

J I r .  P uksidext—Your committee, appointed to p re p a re  resolutions 
c o m m e m o ra t in g  the  life, c h a ra c te r  and  public  service of the  Hon. 
Delos A rno ld  of M arshal]  C ounty , la te  a m e m b e r  of th is  Senate ,  beg 
leave to subm it the following report:

Delos A rno ld  w as bo rn  in C henango  County , New York, Ju ly  21, 
1830. He died a t  P asadena ,  C a lifo rn ia ,  A ugust  31, 1909.

H e  w as  edu ca ted  In th e  com m on schools of his na t iv e  s ta te  and  
g ra d u a te d  fro m  th e  A lbany  L aw  School in  1853 and  cam e to Iow a in 
th e  fa l l  of th e  sam e y ea r  a n d  se t t led  in  M arsha l l  County. On th e  
day  of h is  a r r iv a l  he was app o in ted  P ro s e c u t in g  A tto rn ey  of his 
county ,  con tinu in g  in  office fo u r  years .

In 1856 he was elected to  th e  House of th e  Sixth G enera l  A sse”' 
bly f ro m  th e  d is tr ic t  fo rm ed  of th e  coun ties  of Benton, M arshall ar ■ 
T am a .  H e was again  elec ted  to th e  L e g is la tu re  in  1 869 and  served ii 
the House in 1870 from Marshall County, being cha irm an  of the  com­
m i t t e e  on ban k ing .  In  1 87 6 he  w as elec ted  to  th e  Sena te  and  served 
d ur ing  the  Sixteenth, Seventeenth, E igh teen th  and  Nineteenth sessions. 
As cha irm an  of the committee on penitentiaries ,  he introduced the bill 
which became a law providing for the disposing of the labor of convicts. 
In his last session he became ch a irm an  of the committee on appropria­
tions.

D u r in g  his service in th e  L e g is la tu re  he p ro c u re d  th e  passage  of the  
f i rs t  act for es tab l ish ing  w e a th e r  service in Iowa.

Mr. A rno ld  w as one of th e  lead ing  sp ir i t s  in th e  b u i ld ing  of th e  
S ta te  H ouse  a t  Des Moines, an d  was on th e  co m m it tee  au d i t in g  th e  ex­
p e n d i tu re s  of th e  funds  in th e  e rec t ion  of th e  S ta te  H ouse  as a m e m ­
b er  of th e  B oard  of C apito l C om m iss ioners .  The Capito l bu i ld ing  is 
a  m onu m en t to the memory of Delos Arnold and his co-workers on 
the Board of Capitol Commissioners, and today stands as a fitt ing 
tr ib u te  to the high charac te r  of the men who composed t h a t  commis­
sion. In the long debate leading up. to the building of the Capitol



JOURNAL OP THE SENATE. 2581

of Iowa and the formation of a commission to take charge' of its af­
fairs,  Delos Arnold’s hand  was the guiding hand ; and th rough  all the 
laborious days of the existence of tha t commission his one thought 
was th a t  Iowa should have an  abiding home in its Capitol and should 
have a m onument to the  integrity  of its builders ; and, af te r  more 
than  thirty-five years, it s tands a m onum ent w ithou t criticism, and  the 
acts of the present Assembly approve of the  wisdom of its builders.

Delos Arnold also served the sta te  as a regen t to  the  S tate  Uni­
versity. He was appointed by President Lincoln Assessor of In te rna l  
Revenue in w hat was the  Sixth Congressional District, and continued 
in tha t office for four years.

In 1886 Mr. Arnold removed to Pasadena, California, in which city 
he made his home for the  remaining days of his life. He was a  m em ­
ber of the school board of his city for fifteen years. He was a  lover of 
nature, and spent many days in collecting specimens of natural history, 
gathering together from all parts  of the world rare  specimens of the life 
of the past ages. His collection of n a tu ra l  h is to ry  specimens he p re­
sented to the University of California. These are  believed to be the  
finest collection of fossils, shells and corals ever gathered together 
in the state of California.

Upon the death of Mr. Arnold his body was b rough t  to M arshall­
town and buried in the cemetery with his children, who had died in 
infancy.

Mr. Arnold married Miss Hannah H. Mercer November 28, 1855, at 
Marietta. She was of the  Order of Friends, and was from Columbia 
County, Ohio. They had six children, three of whom died in infancy.

The active years of the life of Delos Arnold were spent in th e  serv­
ice of the s ta te  of Iowa, and but few men of th e  pioneer days of Iowa 
did more than Mr. Arnold to place the state upon a high plane of 
moral integrity  and honesty in public affairs  and  to establish its in­
stitutions, both for the caring of the unfortunate and the student 
bodies of Iowa in the advance positions in his day. He gave his best 
thought to the State University of Iowa during all the years th a t  he 
was a member of its Board of Regents, and the  institu tion  grew s trong 
and became an honor to the g rea t state.

As a business m an Mr. Arnold was successful far beyond the  aver­
age man of his day in Iowa, and few citizens of his sta te  have been 
more successful than he. In his death California lost one of her dis­
tinguished adopted sons, and Iowa lost a faithful se rvant who had 
served the sta te  for many years while a residen t of the  P ra ir ie  State, 
and it is with regret tha t we have to present to this Assembly this 
announcement of his dea th  and present these m emorial resolutions. 
Therefore be it

Resolved, T hat in the  dea th  of Delos Arnold the  s ta te  and county 
in which he resided lose a worthy and upright citizen, an honorable 
man, and we hereby extend to the  bereaved family and friends our 
sincere sympathy; and be it fu rther
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R eso lved , T h a t  a  copy of these  re so lu t io n s  be p r in ted  in the  J o u r ­
n a l  of the  Senate and th a t  the Secretary  of the  Senate be directed to 
fo rw a rd  an  engrossed  copy to th e  fam ily  of th e  deceased.

W. H. Akney,
S. W. DEWor.F,
F u k d k h i c  L a r r a b k e .

Co mmi t t ee .

T h e  resolut ions  were a d o p t e d  un an im o u s ly  b y  a r i s ing  vote.  

S e n a t o r  Se hr up ,  f rom a special  commit t ee ,  s u b m i t t e d  the fol ­
lowing  r e p o r t  a nd  moved its a d o p t i o n :

B E N J A M I N '  BTT.I . JNOS RIC HA RD S.

Mr. P r e s i d e n t —Your committee appointed to d raf t  resolutions in com­
mem orat ion  of the life, cha rac te r  and services of ex-Se.nat.or B. B. 
R ic h a rd s  of D ubuque, beg leave to  su b m it  th e  fo llow ing rep o r t :

B e n ja m in  B illings R ichards ,  who w as  a m em b er  of th is  body seven 
years ,  a f t e r  h av ing  served in the  L ow er  H ouse one te rm , died a t  D u­
buque ,  Iowa, March 16, 1912.

H e  w as bo rn  in  the  s ta te  of New Y ork  on A u g u s t  30, 1823. A fte r  
a t t e n d in g  school a t  B enn in g to n ,  Vt., he  t a u g h t  in d is tr ic t  schools in 
his ' n a t iv e  s ta te .  At th e  age  of e ig h teen  he  becam e p r inc ipa l of a 
sem ina ry  and  professor in mathem atics .  In  1848 he was adm itted  to 
th e  b a r  a t  M ilw aukee, b u t  he n ev e r  p rac t iced  th a t  p rofession  in th is  
s ta te ,  to  w hich he  came in  1 854. In  1 863 he w as elec ted  m em b er  of 
th e  H ou se  of R ep re se n ta t iv e s  from  D u b u q u e  County. He w as positive 
in the  expression of his views, a l though alw ays courteous and to ler­
a n t  of o th e r s ’ opinions.

Two y e a rs  l a t e r  he en te red  the  Senate ,  re m a in in g  a m e m b er  of th is
body for  fo u r  years . He w as  aga in  r e tu rn e d  to th is  office in 1 872.
A t d i f f e re n t  sessions he w as on th e  C om m it tees  of W ays and  Means, 
R ailroads and Claims agains t  the United States, the last nam ed the
m o s t  im p o r t a n t  com m ittee ,  in view of th e  la rg e  su m s of m oney  th e
sta te  had  advanced tow ard the  prosecution of the war. The steps 
th e n  ta k e n  b ro u g h t  to th e  S ta te  T re a s u ry  v a s t  sums.

While always a member of the m inori ty  p a r ty  his imposing person­
a l i ty  co m m an d ed  th e  h ig h es t  re sp ec t  and  in f luence  w ith  h is  political 
op ponen ts .  H e w as tw ice se lec ted  by h is  p a r ty  as  its c an d ida te  fo r  
Congress ,  th e  f i rs t  t im e  w hen  th e  la te  W il l iam  B. A llison was f i r s t  
successfu l ,  th e  nom inees  conduc ted  a jo in t  debate .

H e  w as g re a t ly  in te re s ted  in  th e  cause  of po p u la r  educa t io n  and  
se rved  as  a  m e m b er  of th e  D u b u q u e  B o a rd  of E d u c a t io n  w ith  m a rk e d  
ab i l i ty  a n d  success fo r  severa l  years .  H e  w as  th e  f i r s t  p re s id en t  of 
th e  D u b u q u e  N ationa l B ank an d  was th e  fo u n d e r  of several h an k s  in


