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WATER QUALITY  INITIATIVE (WQI) P ROJECTS
2013 – 2016

Sources: Iowa Dep artmen t of Agriculture an d Lan d Stewardship , Iowa Dep artmen t of Natural Resources

The  m a p id e ntifie s the  high-priority watershe d s at the  
HUC8 (Hyd rologic Unit Cod e ) le ve l.  A hyd rologic unit cod e  (HUC) 

is a m e a sure m e nt use d  by the  fe d e ra l Geologica l Survey
 to id e ntify a hyd rologica l fe a ture such as a river, la ke , or watershe d .

The  Iowa Water Qua lity Initiative was esta b lishe d  in 2013 to he lp im ple m e nt
the  Nutrie nt Re d uction Strategy, which is a scie nce  a nd  technology b a se d
a pproach to achie ving a 45.0% re d uction in nitroge n a nd  phosphorus
losses to Iowa waters.  The  strategy brings togethe r both point sources,
such as m unicipa l wastewater tre atm e nt pla nts a nd  ind ustria l fa cilitie s,
a nd  nonpoint sources, includ ing farm  fie ld s a nd  urb a n storm water runoff,

to a d d re ss the se  issues.

– Curren tly, there are 16 active Targeted Demon stration  Watershed
   Projects design ed to help  imp lemen t an d demon strate the
   effectiven ess an d adap tab lity of a host of con servation  p ractices
   highlighted in  the Nutrien t Redution  Strategy on  a watershed scale.
– For 2016, 13 n ew urb an  water quality demon stration  p rojects were
   selected to receive $978,149 in  fun din g, with an  addition al $2.6
   million  in  matchin g fun ds, b rin gin g the urb an  p roject total to 22.
– Seven  active In n ovative Practice Demon stration  p rojects work to
   in stall p ractices that have a larger imp act on  water quality an d
   focus on  cap acity to deliver techn ical an d
   fin an cial assistan ce.  

Urb a n De m onstration P roje cts
XW 2015
XW 2016

Priority HUC8 Watersheds
De m onstration Watershe d  P rojects

2013
2014
2015

Innovative P ractice  De m onstra tion P rojects*
2015
2016

*2 Practice Demon stration  Projects are active statewide

FY 2014 FY 2015 FY 2016
No-Till $16,000 $23,000 $6,000
Strip Till $7,000 $10,000 $4,000
Nitrification Inhibitor $13,000 $4,000 $10,000
Cover Crop $2,372,000 $1,028,000 $2,752,000
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Water Qua lity Initiative --Statewid e  P ractices


