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COVID-19 Impact to Schools

S ou rces:  Iowa Departm ent of Edu cation, Edu cation Week:  Coronaviru s and S c h ool Closu res (Marc h  29, 2020)
LS A S taff Contac t:  Mic h ael Gu anc i (515.725.1286) m ic h ael.g u anc i@leg is.iowa.g ov
                               Lora Varg ason (515.725.2249) lora.vargason@leg is.iowa.g ov

S c h ool Closu res by S tate — As of Marc h  29, 2020

For m ore inform ation on COVID-19 g u idance from  th e Iowa Departm ent of Edu cation, clic k h ere.

•  On Marc h  15, Governor Reynolds rec om m ended th at pu b lic and private sc h ools rem ain c losed u ntil April 13.
•  S F 2408 (S u pplem ental and Continu ing  Appropriations Ac t), sig ned by Governor Reynolds on Marc h  17, waives th e Iowa Code
    requ irem ents for instru c tional tim e (180 days or 1,080 h ou rs) du e to COVID-19 th rou g h  April 12, and beyond if necessary.  If th e
    em erg ency proc lam ation expires, th e ru les su spension also expires.
•  For g radu ating  seniors wh o are u nab le to c om plete th eir c lasses for th e year du e to sc h ool c losu re, illness, or related COVID-19
    issu es, th e Iowa Departm ent of Edu cation su g g ests distric ts u se local disc retion to determ ine if stu dents h ave com pleted su ffic ient
    cou rse c ontent, rec om m ending  distric ts provide "as m u c h  latitu de for stu dents to g radu ate on tim e as possib le."
•  Distric ts and ac c redited nonpu b lic sc h ools m ay c h oose to u se online learning  options, b u t m ay not requ ire stu dent partic ipation.
    If u sed, any online learning  options sh ou ld be offered as equ itab ly as possib le, taking  into c onsideration th e needs of stu dents
    living  in poverty, stu dents with  disab ilities, and stu dents wh o do not speak Eng lish  as th eir first lang u ag e.
•  A Continu ou s Learning  task force h as been estab lish ed and will be providing  fu rth er g u idance on c ontinu ou s learning  opportu nities
    inc lu ding  online learning .
•  Th e Departm ent of Edu cation h as received approval from  th e U.S . Departm ent of Ag ric u ltu re to serve S u m m er Food S ervice
    P rog ram  (S FS P ) m eals in a nonc ong reg ate setting .  Many sc h ools are offering  m eals to any person with in or ou tside of th e distric t.
•  Th e U.S . Departm ent of Edu cation will c onsider targ eted, one-year waivers of th e assessm ent requ irem ents u nder th e Every
   S tu dent S u c ceeds Act (ES S A)  for sc h ools im pac ted by extraordinary c irc u m stances du e to COVID-19.  
•  Iowa S tatewide Assessm ent of S tu dent P rog ress testing  is su spended u ntil fu rth er notice.  
•  Hig h  sc h ool stu dents enrolled in postsec ondary c ou rses sh ou ld c ontinu e to partic ipate in th e cou rse, u nless spec ific exem ptions
    are estab lish ed by th e postsec ondary institu tion.

S c h ool Closu re S tatu s
Closed for academ ic year
Closed th rou g h  Marc h
Closed u ntil early April
Closed u ntil m id-April
Closed u ntil May
Closed u ntil fu rth er notice
Varies b y sc h ool/distric t

100.0% Of Iowa S c h ools
are Cu rrently Closed

Iowa COVID-19 Gu idance:

*States with closures specific
  to public schools only.

https://www.legis.iowa.gov/legislation/BillBook?ga=88&ba=Sf2408
https://www.legis.iowa.gov/docs/code/279.10.pdf
https://educateiowa.gov/sites/files/ed/documents/COVID-19ContinuingLearningTaskForceGuidance03-27-20.pdf
https://educateiowa.gov/article/2020/03/30/covid-19-guidance-and-information



