LEGAL UPDATE 1. SA

Legal Services Division LEGISLATIVE
SERVICES AGENCY

Serving the Iowa Legislature

Ground Floor, State Capitol Building Des Moines, lowa 50319 515.281.3566

AREA EDUCATION AGENCY TASK FORCE — DECEMBER 9, 2024

Legal Updates, prepared by the nonpartisan Legal Services Division of the Legislative Services Agency,
provide summaries of recent meetings, court decisions, Attorney General Opinions, regulatory actions,
federal actions, and other occurrences of a legal nature that may be pertinent to the General Assembly’s
consideration of a topic and are intended for use primarily by legislators, legislative staff, and other persons
interested in legislative matters. The reader is cautioned against using information contained in a legal
update to draw conclusions as to the legality of a particular behavior or set of circumstances and should not
be interpreted as advocating a particular course of action.

Co-Chairpersons: Senator Chris Cournoyer; Representative Brent Siegrist

Overview. The Legislative Council approved the appointment of an Area Education Agency (AEA) Task
Force during the 2024 Legislative Interim. The task force included 11 voting members and six ex officio,
nonvoting legislative members. The task force was required to study and make recommendations related to
improving outcomes of students who utilize services provided by AEAs. The task force was also required to
study and make recommendations related to the amount of compensation paid to administrators employed
by AEAs, how to best fund core and related services, and to study and make recommendations related to
other matters involving AEAs.

The members of the task force met and examined several matters related to AEAs. The task force made
recommendations and will submit a report with such recommendations to the General Assembly. Additional
materials presented for consideration by the task force are included on the task force’s Internet site.

Meeting. On December 9, 2024, the members of the task force reviewed and discussed all of
the following relating to AEAs: improving outcomes for students who utilize services; the amount of
compensation paid to administrators; the cost of professional development services; core services; the
funding of services, including crisis response, professional development, cooperative purchasing, regional
planning partnerships, and media services provided to public and nonpublic schools. The task force also
reviewed and discussed services relating to special education equipment; real property and facilities; and
special education services; the types of services that should be provided; accountability measures; the
management of operations; accreditation standards; modifications to staffing numbers; and the transition
of responsibilities related to oversight.

The voting members of the task force agreed to include recommendations in the task force’s report to be
delivered to the General Assembly. The voting members of the task force recommended all of the following:

1. a. That each AEA be required to provide the members of the task force with all of the following information
on or before February 1, 2025, or as soon as possible after that date:

(1) An estimate of the number of recent job losses that are likely to be permanent.

(2) A detailed description of the core services and other services, including costs of each service and which
school districts purchased each service.

(3) Information related to the number of families who utilize services within the AEA’s facilities.

1 Doc ID 1518133



Legal Update

(4) A description of how 2024 lowa Acts, House File 2612, will impact funding provisions after July 1, 2025.
The description must specify which services will be limited or lost.

(5) Information related to the growth of administrative costs by fiscal year.

(6) Information related to the number of individuals employed by job classification.

(7) A detailed description of expenditures and budgeting, including administrative costs.
(8) Information related to the job duties of each employee.

b. That the Department of Education be required to provide the members of the task force with all of the
following information on or before February 1, 2025, or as soon as possible after that date:

(1) A description of the training that is required to become a para-educator.

(2) Information related to the special education achievement gap in this state compared to the special
education achievement gap in other states.

(3) Information related to the expenditures from the moneys appropriated to the Department of Education
pursuant to 2024 lowa Acts, Senate File 2443, section 1.

(4) A description of the services school districts have determined to be the essential services provided by
AEAs.

(5) Information related to the amounts of moneys each school district in this state spends on special
education services, including federal funds, and how these amounts compare to school districts in other
states.

(6) A description of the duties for each new job position within the Department of Education created pursuant
to 2024 lowa Acts, House File 2612.

2. That the members of the task force be authorized to meet, in some form, on or before February 28, 2025,
to examine the information to be provided by the AEAs and the Department of Education and to submit
additional recommendations to the General Assembly after such meeting.

LSA Staff Contacts: J. D. Arnett, 515.281.3745 or j.d.arnett@legis.iowa.gov
Seth Bohstedt, 515.281.8871 or seth.bohstedt@Ilegis.iowa.gov
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