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1 An Act relating to the judicial branch including the assessment 
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S.F. ~35'? B.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 321.20B, subsection 4, paragraph a, 
2 subparagraph (2), Code 2005, is amended to read as follows: 
3 (2) Issue a citation to the driver. %£-a-e~~a~~e~-±s 

4 issHed,-~he-ei~a~ie~-sha~%-be-issHed-Hftder-~h~s-sHbparagraph 
5 Hft~ess-~he-dri~er-has-beeft-previeHs%y-eharged-aftd-ei~ed-£er-a 
6 vie%a~ie~-e£-sHbsee~ieft-%~--A-ei~a~ieft-whieh-is-issHed-a~d 
7 sHbseqHefte~y-dismissed-sha%%-be-disregarded-£er-pHrpeses-e£ 
8 de~ermiftiftg-i£-~he-driver-has-beeft-previeHs%y-eharged-and 
9 e±~ed~ 

10 Sec. 2. Section 321.20B, subsection 4, paragraph c, Code 
11 2005, is amended to read as follows: 
12 
13 

c. An owner or driver cited for a violation of subsection 
1, who produces to the clerk of court prior to the date of the 

14 i~dividHa%~s person's court appearance as indicated on the 
15 citation proof that financial liability coverage was in effect 

• 

16 for the motor vehicle at the time the person was stopped and • 
17 cited, shall not be convicted of such violation and the 
18 citation issued shall be dismissed by the court. Upon 
19 dismissal, the court or clerk of court shall assess the costs 
20 of the action against the defendant named on the citation. 
21 Sec. 3. Section 321.20B, subsection 5, paragraph b, Code 
22 2005, is amended to read as follows: 
23 b. Issue a citation. An owner or driver who produces to 
24 the clerk of court prior to the date of the i~d~vidHa%4s 
25 person's court appearance as indicated on the citation proof 
26 that the financial liability coverage was in effect for the 
27 motor vehicle at the time the person was stopped and cited, or 
28 if the driver is not the owner of the motor vehicle, proof 
29 that liability coverage was in effect for the driver with 
30 respect to the motor vehicle being driven at the time the 
31 driver was stopped and cited in the same manner as if the 
32 motor vehicle were owned by the driver, shall be given a 
33 receipt indicating that proof was provided, and the citation 
34 issued shall be dismissed by the court. Upon dismissal, the 
35 court or clerk of court shall assess the costs of the action 
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1 against the defendant named on the citation. 
2 Sec. 4. Section 321.174, subsection 3, Code 2005, is 

3 amended to read as follows: 
4 3. A licensee shall have the licensee's driver's license 
5 in immediate possession at all times when operating a motor 
6 vehicle and shall display the same, upon demand of a judicial 
7 magistrate, district associate judge, district judge, peace 
8 officer, or examiner of the department. However, a person 
9 charged with violating this subsection shall not be convicted 

10 and the citation shall be dismissed by the court if the person 
11 produces to the clerk of the district court, prior to the 
12 licensee's court date indicated on the citation, a driver's 
13 license issued to that person and valid for the vehicle 
14 operated at the time of the person's arrest or at the time the 
15 person was charged with a violation of this section. Upon 
16 dismissal, the court or clerk of court shall assess the costs 
17 of the action against the defendant named on the citation. 
18 Sec. 5. Section 327B.l, subsection 7, Code Supplement 
19 2005,·is amended by striking the subsection and inserting in 
20 lieu thereof the following: 
21 7. A motor carrier owner or driver charged with failure to 
22 have proper evidence of interstate authority shall not be 
23 convicted of such violation and the citation shall be 
24 dismissed by the court if the person produces to the clerk of 
25 court prior to the date of such person's court appearance as 
26 indicated on the citation, proof of interstate authority 
27 issued to that person and valid at the time the person was 
28 charged with the violation under this section. Upon 
29 dismissal, the court or clerk of court shall assess the costs 
30 of the action against the defendant named on the citation. 
31 Sec. 6. Section 582.4, Code 2005, is amended to read as 
32 follows: 
33 

34 
582.4 LIEN B99H DOCKET -- FEES. 

Every clerk of the district court shallT-at-the-expeftse-e£ 

J -2-
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1 ~he maintain a hospital lien docket in which, upon the filing 
2 of any lien claim under the provisions of this chapter, the 
3 clerk shall enter the name of the injured person, the date of 
4 the accident, and the name of the hospital or other 
5 institution making the claim. The clerk shall make a proper 
6 index of the same in the name of the injured person and the 
7 clerk shall collect a fee e£-eeft-de%%ars in the amount 
8 provided for in section 602.8105 for filing each lien claim. 
9 Sec. 7. Section 602.1304, subsection 2, paragraph a, Code 

10 Supplement 2005, is amended to read as follows: 
11 a. The enhanced court collections fund is created in the 
12 state treasury under the authority of the supreme court. The 
13 fund shall be separate from the general fund of the state and 
14 the balance in the fund shall not be considered part of the 
15 balance of the general fund of the state. Notwithstanding 
16 section 8.33, moneys in the fund shall not revert to the 
17 general fund, unless and to the extent the total amount of 
18 moneys deposited into the fund in a fiscal year would exceed 
19 the maximum annual deposit amount established for the 
20 collections fund by the general assembly. The initial maximum 
21 annual deposit amount for a fiscal year is £e~r six million 
22 dollars. Notwithstanding section 12C.7, subsection 2, 
23 interest or earnings on moneys in the collections fund shall 
24 remain in the collections fund and any interest and earnings 
25 shall be in addition to the maximum annual deposit amount. 
26 Sec. 8. Section 602.8105, subsection 1, Code Supplement 
27 2005, is amended by adding the following new paragraph: 
28 NEW PARAGRAPH. g. For filing and docketing a transcript 
29 of the judgment in a civil case, fifty dollars. 
30 Sec. 9. Section 602.8105, subsection 2, paragraph b, Code 
31 Supplement 2005, is amended to read as follows: 
32 b. For filing and entering aft-agrie~%t~ra%-s~~~%y-dea%er~s 

• 

• 

33 %ieft-aftd any other statutory lien, twenty dollars. • 
34 Sec. 10. Section 602.8105, Code Supplement 2005, is 
35 amended by adding the following new subsection: 
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NEW SUBSECTION. 5. The clerk of the district court shall 
collect the following fees in connection with probate matters: 

a. For reports and inventories filed pursuant to section 
450.22, for filing and docketing a petition for a 
conservatorship or guardianship pursuant to section 633.27A, 
for filing and docketing a petition for probate of a will 
pursuant to section 633.290, for admission of a will to 
probate without administration of the estate pursuant to 
section 633.305, for recording a transcript of a record entry 
of an order admitting a will to probate in a county other than 
the county in which probate is granted pursuant to section 
633.306, for filing a petition to set aside the probate of a 
will pursuant to section 633.308, for admission of a foreign 
probated will pursuant to section 633.496, and for filing a 
petition for administration of a small estate pursuant to 
chapter 635, one hundred dollars. 

b. In addition to the fee required by paragraph 11 a 11
, there 

shall be an additional fee if the value of the personal 
prope·rty and real estate of the decedent or ward who is the 
subject of a probate matter exceeds twenty-five thousand 
dollars. The additional fee shall be one dollar for each one 
thousand dollar increment of value of property in excess of 
twenty-five thousand dollars. The additional fee is due and 
payable at the time of filing of the probate inventory or 
initial report and shall be paid in full for the court to 
enter an order approving the final report. The additional fee 
shall not be applied to any property transferred to a 
testamentary trust from an estate that has been administered 

29 in this state and for which court fees have been assessed and 
30 paid. 
31 c. For certifying a change of title, twenty dollars. 
32 Sec. 11. Section 631.6, subsection 1, paragraph c, Code 
33 2005, is amended to read as follows: 
34 c. Postage charged for the mailing of original notice 
35 shall be ei~h~ ten dollars. 
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1 Sec. 12. Section 633.31, Code 2005, is amended to read as 
2 follows: 
3 633.31 CALENDAR -- FEES IN PROBATE. 

4 1. The clerk shall keep a court calendar, and enter 
5 thereon such matters as the court may prescribe. 
6 2. The clerk shall charge and collect t:he-£e%%ewil'l~ fees 
7 in connection with probate matters pursuant to section 
8 602.8105, which shall be deposited in the account established 
9 under section 602.8108~~ 

10 a~--Per-serYiees-perrermed-ift-shert:-rerm 

11 prebat:es-~HreHal'lt:-ee-seet:iel'ls-459~ii-al'ld-459~44-~~~~~~~-$-%5~99 
12 b~--Per-serY±cee-~errermed-ift-~rebat:e-er-w±%% 

13 ~~~~e~~-.~m•·•-~--~~e-----------------------------------a-15-44 ~·l;rl L&l; ~tl ~&&•~1:4~1;· 41 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• 9 ~ • ~l7 

• 

16 d~--Per-takiftg-al'ld-apprevift~-a-bol'ld7-er-t:he 

17 •w•e~~e•-eft-•-be-~--------------------------------------0-~9-99 • ~~4 l;• ~ ~ lltJ • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ~ ~ • 

18 e.--Per-ent:erift~-a-rHie-er-erder-~~~~~~·~~~~~~~~~~·~-$-%9~99 

19 £~--Per-eerti£icate-aftd-sea%-~~~~~·~~~~~~~~~~~~··~~~-$-f9•99 

20 g~--Per-makil'l~-a-eemp%et:e-reeerd-where-rea% 

21 estate-is-eefa-~~~~~~-~er-%99-werds-~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~-$---~%9 

22 h~--Per-mak±ft~-a-t:raftseript-er-eepies-er 

23 erdere-er-reeerds-£i%ed-ift-the-e%erk~s 

24 e££Lee----------------~er-199--e-~----------------------0----59 .;..&;; • • • • • • • • • • • • • • I!' X w ..L Qg • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • 'i' • 

25 *~--Per-eert:±ry±ft~-ehaftge-o£-t:±t:%e-~~~~~·~~·~~~~·~~•-$-i9~99 

26 i•--Per-±ssH±ft~-eemm±ss±eft-t:e-a~~ra±sers-~~~·~~~·~~~-$--%~99 

27 k~--Per-ether-serYiees-per£ermed-±ft-the-eet:t:%emel'lt-e£-t:be 

28 estat:e-e£-afty-deeedel'lt:T-l'l'lifter,-pereeft-w±t:h-meftta%-±%%ftess,-er 
29 et:her-pereefts-%aberil'l~-tiftder-%ega%-d±sabi%it:y,-exee~t:-wbere 

30 aetiene-are-breH~ht-by-t:he-adm±l'listrat:er,-gtiard±al'l,-t:rtist:ee, 

31 er-pereel'l-aet:±l'lg-ift-a-represefttatiye-eapaeity-er-a~ail'lst-that: 

32 ~ersel'l7-er-ae-may-be-et:herwise-~reY±ded-hereift,-where-the 

33 vaiHe-o£-the-persefta%-~repert:y-and-rea%-est:at:e-e£-sHeh-a 

34 perseft-£a%%s-wit:hift-the-£e%%ewift~-iftdicat:ed-ameHftte,-t:he-£ee 
35 eppesite-stich-ameHI'lt:-sha%%-be-ehar~ed~ 
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SR-~--C~-888-88--------------------------------------C--5-88 ~ l:~ ~;J, • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ~ • 

~-999-99-~e--5-999-99--------------------------------$-19-99 ;1 , • l; ' • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ~ • 

5-999-99-~---~-999-99--------------------------------$-15-99 1 • l:~ lr I • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ~ • 

~7999-99-~--19-999-99--------------------------------$-~9-99 1r • l;~ ~ , • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • z: • 

19-999-99-~e-15-999-99-------------------------------$-~5-8ft ~ , • l; ~ ' • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ~ • 17 

15-899-ee-~e-~s-e99-ee-------------------------------$-~a-fte ~ , • 1; ~ ' • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ;J • 17 

Per-eaeh-add~t:~ena%-$2!5,89&.99-er--ma;or 

~-ae~•---~~e-eo£----------------------------------------$-~5-99 ~~ 1;·~·~ 1;11 ~ • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ~ • 

%.--Por-serviees-per£ermed-~n-sma%%-est:at:e 

a~-•n•-~-.~•e·------------------------------------------a-15-99 tl&ll• ·~l;~~l:• ,-1 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• ~ ~ • 

3.--~he-£ee-set:-£ert:h-itt-sttbseet:ien-i,-paragraph-~k~,-sha%% 

net:-be-eharged-on-any-prepert:y-t:rans£erred-t:o-a-t:est:amentary 
~rHst:-£rom-an-es~at:e-that:-has-been-adm±n±st:ered-in-t:h~s-st:at:e 

and-£er-wh~eh-eottrt:-eost:s-ha¥e-been-assessed-and-paid. 

EXPLANATION 
This bill relates to the judicial branch, including the 

assessment of court fees and costs. 
18 The bill authorizes the court to assess costs of an action 
19 against an owner or driver, including a nonresident driver, 

21 
22 
23 

20 who was stopped and cited by a peace officer for failure to 
provide proof of financial liability coverage but who later 
produces proof that financial liability coverage was in effect 
at the time the owner or driver was stopped and cited. 

24 
25 
26 
27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 

The bill provides a procedure for dismissing cases 
involving the licensure of a motor carrier owner or driver 
consistent with procedures for dismissing similar licensure 
violations in Iowa. 

The bill increases the fee for filing a hospital lien from 
$10 to $20. This fee is consistent with the fees charged for 
all other statutory liens. 

The bill increases the maximum annual deposit amount for 
the enhanced court collections fund from $4 million to $6 
million. 

The bill creates a $50 fee for filing and docketing a 
transcript of the judgment in a civil case. 
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1 The bill eliminates fees charged for certain probate 
2 services associated with small estates, guardianships, and 
3 conservatorships and revises filing fees associated with the 
4 value of the estate. The clerk of the district court is 
5 
6 
7 
8 
9 

10 
11 
12 
13 
14 
15 
16 
17 
18 

19 
20 
21 
22 
23 
24 
25 
26 

27 
28 
29 
30 
31 
32 
33 
34 
35 

directed to 
established 

The bill 
an original 

deposit such fees collected in the account 
in Code section 602.8108. 

increases the amount charged for the mailing of a 
notice in a small claims case from $8 to $10. 
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Fiscal Services Division 
Legislative Services Agency 

Fiscal Note 

SF 2357 - Miscellaneous Court Fees (LSB 5300 SV) 
Analyst: Jennifer Acton (Phone: [515] 281-7846) (jennifer.acton@legis.state.ia.us) 
Fiscal Note Version - New 

Description 

Senate File 2357 relates to the Judicial Branch, including the assessment of court fees and 
costs including: 

• Increasing the fee for hospital liens from $10 to $20. 
• Increasing the current cap on the Enhanced Court Collections Fund from $4.0 million to 

$6.0 million. 
• Creating a new filing fee ($50 to file and docket a transcript of the judgment in a civil 

case). 
• Reorganizing fees charged for probate matters. 
• Increasing the amount charged in mailing an original notice in a small claims case from 

$8 to $10. 

Background 

The Enhanced Court Technology Fund (Section 602.1304, Code of Iowa) receives up to $4.0 
million per fiscal year based on the Judicial Branch's ability to meet the Revenue Estimating 
Conference (REC) estimate. The REC estimate is set on the net amount of revenue generated 
from court fines and fees. If the Judicial Branch's quarterly revenue meets the REC estimate, 
revenue is distributed by a formula and the remainder is deposited into the General Fund. The 
Fund is used for technology improvements within the Judicial Branch. 

• In FY 2005, hospitals filed 1 ,693 liens. 

• The Enhanced Court Collections Fund is currently capped at $4.0 million. 

• The current amount charged to mail an original notice in a small claims case is $8. This 
amount is paid up front as part of the court costs. The $2 increase would cover the 
Judicial Branch's average postage costs per case. 

Fiscal Impact 

Increasing the Enhanced Court Collections Fund cap by $2.0 million, results in a General Fund 
decrease of $2.0 million, as the additional revenue would otherwise be deposited into the 
General Fund. 

The $10 increase for hospital lien filing fees results in approximately $17,000 in additional 
revenue. The revenue impact of the $50 filing and docketing fee for a transcript of the judgment 
in a civil case cannot be determined; however, it is anticipated to be minimal. The probate fees 
and mailing fees in this Bill are revenue neutral. 

Source 

Judicial Branch 
Is! Holly M. Lyons 

March 8, 2006 



The fiscal note and correctional impact statement for this bill was prepared pursuant to Joint Rule 17 and pursuant to 
Section 2.56, Code of Iowa. Data used in developing this fiscal note and correctional impact statement are available 
from the Fiscal Services Division, Legislative Services Agency to members of the Legislature upon request. 
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S.F. H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 252A.l0, Code 2005, is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 252A.l0 COSTS ADVANCED. 

4 Actual costs incurred in this state incidental to any 

5 action brought under the provisions of this chapter shall be 

6 advanced by the initiating party or agency, as appropriate, 

7 unless otherwise ordered by the court. Where the action is 

8 brought by an agency of the state or county there shall be no 

9 filing fee or court costs of any type either advanced by or 

10 charged to the state or county. However, if the state 

11 prevails in the action, the court or clerk of court shall 
12 assess filing fees and court costs against the respondent. 

13 Sec. 2. Section 321.20B, subsection 4, paragraph a, 

14 subparagraph (2), Code 2005, is amended to read as follows: 

15 (2) Issue a citation to the driver. ~£-a-eitatioft-is 

16 iss~ed,-tne-e±tat±oft-sha~~-be-±ss~ed-~ftder-th±s-s~b~aragra~n 

17 ~ft~ess-the-dr±ver-has-beeft-~rev±o~s~y-eharged-aftd-e±ted-£or-a 

18 v±o~at±oft-o£-s~bseet±oft-~~--A-e±ta~±oft-wh±eh-±s-iss~ed-aftd 

19 s~bseq~eft~~y-d±sm±ssed-sha~~-be-d±sregarded-£or-~~r~oses-o£ 
20 determ±ft±ftg-±£-the-dr±ver-has-beeft-~revio~s~y-eharged-aftd 

21 e±ted~ 
22 Sec. 3. Section 321.20B, subsection 4, paragraph c, Code 
23 2005, is amended to read as follows: 

24 c. An owner or driver cited for a violation of subsection 

25 1, who produces to the clerk of court prior to the date of the 

26 ±ftd±v±d~a~~s person•s court appearance as indicated on the 

27 citation proof that financial liability coverage was in effect 

28 for the motor vehicle at the time the person was stopped and 

29 cited, shall not be convicted of such violation and the 

30 citation issued shall be dismissed by the court. Upon 

31 dismissal, the court or clerk of court shall assess the costs 

32 of the action against the defendant named on the citation. 

33 Sec. 4. Section 321.20B, subsection 5, paragraph b, Code 

34 2005, is amended to read as follows: 

35 b. Issue a citation. An owner or driver who produces to 

-1-
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1 the clerk of court prior to the date of the ±ftd±~±d~ai~~ 

2 person's court appearance as indicated on the citation proof 

3 that the financial liability coverage was in effect for the 

4 motor vehicle at the time the person was stopped and cited, or 

5 if the driver is not the owner of the motor vehicle, proof 

6 that liability coverage was in effect for the driver with 

7 respect to the motor vehicle being driven at the time the 

8 driver was stopped and cited in the same manner as if the 

9 motor vehicle were owned by the driver, shall be given a 

10 receipt indicating that proof was provided, and the citation 
11 issued shall be dismissed by the court. Upon dismissal, the 

12 court or clerk of court shall assess the costs of the action 

13 against the defendant named on the citation. 

14 Sec. 5. Section 321.174, subsection 3, Code 2005; is 

15 amended to read as follows: 

16 3. A licensee shall have the licensee's driver's license 

17 in immediate possession at all times when operating a motor 
18 vehicle and shall display the same, upon demand of a judicial 
19 magistrate, district associate judge, district judge, peace 

20 officer, or examiner of the department. However, a person 

21 charged with violating this subsection shall not be convicted 

22 and the citation shall be dismissed by the court if the person 

23 produces to the clerk of the district court, prior to the 

24 licensee's court date indicated on the citation, a driver's 

25 license issued to that person and valid for the vehicle 

26 operated at the time of the person's arrest or at the time the 

27 person was charged with a violation of this section. Upon 

28 dismissal, the court or clerk of court shall assess the costs 

29 of the action against the defendant named on the citation. 

30 Sec. 6. Section 327B.l, subsection 7, Code Supplement 

31 2005, is amended by striking the subsection and inserting in 

32 lieu thereof the following: 

33 7. A motor carrier owner or driver charged with failure to 

34 have proper evidence of interstate authority shall not be 

35 convicted of such violation and the citation shall be 

-2-
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1 dismissed by the court if the person produces to the clerk of 

2 court prior to the date of such person's court appearance as 

3 indicated on the citation, proof of interstate authority 

4 issued to that person and valid at the time the person was 

5 charged with the violation under this section. Upon 

6 dismissal, the court or clerk of court shall assess the costs 

7 of the action against the defendant named on the citation. 
8 Sec. 7. Section 582.4, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

9 follows: 

10 582.4 LIEN BeeR DOCKET -- FEES. 
11 Every clerk of the district court shall,-a~-~he-expe~se-e£ 

12 ~he-eott~~y,-pre~ide-a-stti~abxe-wexx-bettnd-bee~-~e-be-eaxxed 

13 ~he maintain a hospital lien docket in which, upon the filing 

14 of any lien claim under the provisions of this chapter, the 

15 clerk shall enter the name of the injured person, the date of 

16 the accident, and the name of the hospital or other 
17 institution making the claim. The clerk shall make a proper 

18 index of the same in the name of the injured person and the 

19 clerk shall collect a fee e£-~en-dexxars in the amount 

20 provided for in section 602.8105 for filing each lien claim. 

21 Sec. 8. Section 602.1304, subsection 2, paragraph a, Code 
22 Supplement 2005, is amended to read as follows: 

23 a. The enhanced court collections fund is created in the 

24 state treasury under the authority of the supreme court. The 
25 fund shall be separate from the general fund of the state and 

26 the balance in the fund shall not be considered part of the 

27 balance of the general fund of the state. Notwithstanding 

28 section 8.33, moneys in the fund shall not revert to the 

29 general fund, unless and to the extent the total amount of 

30 moneys deposited into the fund in a fiscal year would exceed 

31 the maximum annual deposit amount established for the 

32 collections fund by the general assembly. The initial maximum 
33 annual deposit amount for a fiscal year is £ottr six million 

34 dollars. Notwithstanding section 12C.7, subsection 2, 

35 interest or earnings on moneys in the collections fund shall 

-3-
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1 remain in the collections fund and any interest and earnings 

2 shall be in addition to the maximum annual deposit amount. 

3 Sec. 9. Section 602.8105, subsection 1, Code Supplement 

4 2005, is amended by adding the following new paragraph: 
5 NEW PARAGRAPH. g. For filing and docketing a transcript 

6 of the judgment in a civil case, fifty dollars. 
7 Sec. 10. Section 602.8105, subsection 2, paragraph b, Code 

8 Supplement 2005, is amended to read as follows: 

9 b. For filing and entering Bn-agrietti~ttrai-Btt~~iy-deaier~B 

10 iien-Bnd any other statutory lien, twenty dollars. 
11 Sec. 11. Section 602.8105, Code Supplement 2005, is 

12 amended by adding the following new subsection: 
13 NEW SUBSECTION. 5. The clerk of the district court shall 
14 collect the following fees in connection with probate matters: 
15 a. For reports and inventories filed pursuant to section 
16 450.22, for filing and docketing a petition for a 

17 conservatorship or guardianship pursuant to section 633.27A, 

18 for filing and docketing a petition for probate of a will 
19 pursuant to section 633.290, for admission of a will to 
20 probate without administration of the estate pursuant to 
21 section 633.305, for recording a transcript of a record entry 
22 of an order admitting a will to probate in a county other than 
23 the county in which probate is granted pursuant to section 
24 633.306, for filing a petition to set aside the probate of a 

25 will pursuant to section 633.308, for admission of a foreign 

26 probated will pursuant to section 633.496, and for filing a 

27 petition for administration of a small estate pursuant to 
28 chapter 635, one hundred dollars. 

29 b. In addition to the fee required by paragraph "a", there 
30 shall be an additional fee if the value of the personal 

31 property and real estate of the decedent or ward who is the 

32 subject of a probate matter exceeds twenty-five thousand 

33 dollars. The additional fee shall be one dollar for each one 

34 thousand dollar increment of value of property in excess of 

35 twenty-five thousand dollars. The additional fee is due and 
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1 payable at the time of filing of the probate inventory or 

2 initial report and shall be paid in full for the court to 

3 enter an order approving the final report. The additional fee 

4 shall not be applied to any property transferred to a 
5 testamentary trust from an estate that has been administered 

6 in this state and for which court fees have been assessed and 

7 paid. 

8 c. For certifying a change of title, twenty dollars. 

9 Sec. 12. Section 631.6, subsection 1, paragraph c, Code 

10 2005, is amended to read as follows: 

11 c. Postage charged for the mailing of original notice 

12 shall be e±ghi: ten dollars. 

13 Sec. 13. Section 633.31, Code 2005, is amended to read as 
14 follows: 

15 633.31 CALENDAR -- FEES IN PROBATE. 

16 1. The clerk shall keep a court calendar, and enter 

17 thereon such matters as the court may prescribe. 

18 2. The clerk shall charge and collect i:fie-£el:l:ew±ftg fees 

19 in connection with probate matters pursuant to section 
20 602.8105, which shall be deposited in the account established 

21 under section 602.8108~~ 

22 a.--Per-serviees-per£er:med-±ft-sfier~-£erm 

23 preba~es-pttrsttal'\~-~e-see~iefts-~59.%%-aftd-~59.~~-•••••••-$-:1:5.99 
24 b.--Per-ser~iees-per£er:med-ift-prebai:e-e£-w±l:l: 

25 ~·~~-~~-a~-·-·-~-.~•-•----------------------------------$-15-99 n•l:~~Ul; ~ClALl.ll~~l;·~l;·~~A a e • a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a a ~ a 

27 •••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••-$-e5e69 
28 d.--Por-i:akiftg-al'\d-appreviftg-a-beftd7-er-~he 

29 -~-e~•e·--•-a-be-~--------------------------------------$-~9-99 ~u• l;• ~ ~A~ ~ ££C1 • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ~ • 

30 e.--Per-el'\~eriftg-a-rttl:e-er-erder-•••••••••••••••••••-$-:1:9.99 

31 £.--Per-eer~i£iea~e-aftd-seal:-•••••••••••••••••••••••-$-:t9.99 

32 g.--Per-mak±ftg-a-eempl:ei:e-reeord-where-real: 

33 esi:ai:e-±s-sel:d-••••••-per-:1:99-werds-••••••••••••••••••• -$---.%9 

34 n.--Per-makiftg-a-~raftserip~-er-eepies-e£ 

35 erders-or-reeerds-£il:ed-ift-i:he-el:erk~s 
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1 e~~~ee----------------~e--199--e-~----------------------C----59 J:J;• • • • • • • • • • • • • •. ~ • ~ n •CI~ • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ~ • 

2 ±.--Fer-ee~~±£y±n9-ehange-e£-~±~~e-•••••••••••••••••-$-%9.99 

3 ;.--Fer-±ss~±ng-eemm±ss±en-~e-ar>r>~a±se~B-•••••••••••-$--%.99 

4 k.--Fer-e~he~-se~~±ees-~e~£ermed-±n-~he-se~~~emen~-e£-~he 

5 es~a~e-o£-any-deeeden~,-m±ner,-r>e~sen-w±~h-men~a~-±~~ness,-er 

6 e~he~-r>ersons-~aber±ng-~nde~-~ega~-d±sab±~±~y,-exee~~-where 
7 ae~±ens-are-b~o~gh~-by-~he-adm±n±s~ra~e~,-g~a~d±an,-~r~s~ee, 
8 er-~e~sen-ae~±ng-±n-a-~e~~esen~a~±~e-ea~ae±~y-e~-aga±ns~-~ha~ 
9 r>e~sen7-or-as-may-be-o~he~w±se-r>~e~±ded-here±n,-whe~e-~he 

10 ~ai~e-o£-~he-~e~sena~-r>re~e~~y-and-~ea~-es~a~e-o£-s~eh-a 
11 ~e~son-£a~~s-w±~h±n-~he-£o~~ew±n9-±nd±ea~ed-ame~n~s,-~he-£ee 
12 o~~os±~e-s~eh-amo~n~-sha~~-be-eha~9ed• 
13 

14 

15 

16 

17 

18 

19 

8~-~o-a~-eaa-ea--------------------------------------C--S-99 ~ ,; ~;J I • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ~ • 

3,aaa.ea-~e--s,aaa.ea-•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -$-~a.aa 
s,a9e.aa-~e--7,aaa.aa-•••••••••••••••••••••••••••••• -$-~5.99 
~-aaa-9a-~e-19-aaa-99--------------------------------c-~a-a9 lr , • 1; :r ' • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • ~ ~ • 

19-9ae-9a-~e-15-aaa-aa-------------------------------c-~s-ea ~ I • l; ~ I • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • • V 2; • 

Fe~-eaeh-add±~±ena~-$%s,aaa.9a-or-ma;e~ 

20 £rae~±en-~heree£-••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••-$-%5.99 
21 ~.--Fer-se~~±ees-r>e~£ermed-±n-sma~i-es~a~e 

22 edm~ft~s~ra~fe~-••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••••-$-%5e66 
23 3.--~he-£ee-se~-£e~~h-±n-s~bsee~±en-%,-:r>a~ag~aph-~k~,-sha~~ 

24 no~-be-eha~ged-en-any-~~e~e~~y-~~ans£e~~ed-~e-a-~es~amen~a~y 
25 ~r~s~-£~om-an-es~a~e-~ha~-has-been-adm±n±s~e~ed-±n-~h±s-s~a~e 
26 and-£e~-wh±eh-ee~~~-ees~s-ha~e-been-assessed-and-~a±d. 
27 EXPLANATION 

28 This bill relates to the judicial branch, including the 

29 assessment of court fees and costs. 

30 The bill authorizes the court to assess a filing fee and 

31 court costs to a respondent ordered to pay child support in an 

32 enforcement action brought by the state if the state prevails 

33 in the action. 

34 The bill authorizes the court to assess costs of an action 
35 against an owner or driver, including a nonresident driver, 
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1 who was stopped and cited by a peace officer for failure to 

2 provide proof of financial liability coverage but who later 

3 produces proof that financial liability coverage was in effect 

4 at the time the owner or driver was stopped and cited. 

5 The bill provides a procedure for dismissing cases 

6 involving the licensure of a motor carrier owner or driver 

7 consistent with procedures for dismissing similar licensure 

8 violations in Iowa. 

9 The bill increases the fee for filing a hospital lien from 
10 $10 to $20. This fee is consistent with the fees charged for 

11 all other statutory liens. 

12 The bill increases the maximum annual deposit amount for 

13 the enhanced court collections fund from $4 million to $6 
14 million. 

15 The bill creates a $50 fee for filing and docketing a 
16 transcript of the judgment in a civil case. 

17 The bill eliminates fees charged for certain probate 
18 services associated with small estates, guardianships, and 
19 conservatorships and revises filing fees associated with the 

20 value of the estate. The clerk of the district court is 

21 directed to deposit such fees collected in the account 

22 established in Code section 602.8108. 

23 The bill increases the amount charged for the mailing of a 
24 an original notice in a small claims case from $8 to $10. 
25 
26 

27 

28 

29 

30 

31 
32 

33 

34 

35 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

FROM: IOWA JUDICIAL BRANCH 

DATE: January 26, 2006 

RE: TLSB 5300DP 

This bill would streamline and clarify certain court practices and procedures 
used in the clerk of district court offices, including the assessment of court fees 
and costs. 

When the state brings an action to enforce child support, under current law 
the filing fee and court costs are waived. Section 1 of the bill would authorize 
the court to assess these fees and court costs against the respondent in the 
event the state prevails. 

The proposed amendments to Iowa Code section 321.208- relate to the criminal 
offense of driving a motor vehicle without liability insurance. Current law 
provides that the owner or driver issued a citation for failing to have proof of 
insurance coverage may have the case dismissed by presenting proof of 
coverage to the clerk of court prior to their scheduled court appearance. The 
language proposed in sections 3 and 4 of the bill merely clarifies that the court 
costs in such cases are assessed against the defendant. This will make the law 
easier to understand and administer. Similar changes are proposed to sections 
321.17 4 and 327B .1 regarding failure to have a valid driver's license and 
failure to have proper evidence of interstate authority. 

Over the years the Judicial Branch has used information technology to achieve 
substantial operational efficiencies for itself and state and local government, 
expand public access to the courts, and improve court services. The Judicial 
Branch is ready to revolutionize the way it gathers, stores, and retrieves 
information through electronic filing and document management. But a 
project of this magnitude requires a substantial investment of resources. A 
significant portion of both the Enhanced Court Collections Fund and the Court 
Technology Fund are now devoted to on-going operations leaving limited 
resources for new innovations and programs. For this reason, section 8 of the 
proposed bill recommends the legislature raise the current cap on the 
Enhanced Court Technology Fund to provide sufficient funds for electronic 
filing and document management as well as other innovations to come. 



Sections 7 and 10 of the bill equalize the fee for filing a lien at $20. Section 9 
of the bill establishes a fee for filing a transcript of judgment in a civil case. 
Filing a transcript of judgment is a labor intensive procedure for which the 
state should charge a separate fee. 

Sections 11 and 13 of the bill streamline court costs and fees in probate 
matters by replacing a variety of separate fees with a flat filing fee. This will be 
more convenient for representatives and their attorneys because the amount is 
easy to determine and payable at the front end of the proceeding. This change 
will be easier and less expensive for clerks to calculate, record and collect. In 
addition, this change will reduce the incidents of fiduciaries who neglect to pay 
any court fees. The change appears to be nearly revenue neutral based upon a 
sample of estates. For consistency, the amendments move the fee provisions 
from the probate chapter to the section of the Code devoted to court fees and 
costs. 

Section 12 of the bill raises the amount charged by the clerk for serving a small 
claims case by mail. This increase will cover postal rate increases as well as 
ensure that the fee covers actual costs. 


