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An 

BE 

A BILL FOR 

Act relating to county processing of orders for observation, 

evaluation, and treatment of public patients at the state 

psychiatric hospital at the state university of Iowa. 

IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. ~3'-11 H.F. 

1 Section 1. Section 225.10, Code 2005, is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 225.10 VOLUNTARY PUBLIC PATIENTS. 

4 Persons suffering from mental diseases may be admitted to 

5 the state psychiatric hospital as voluntary public patients as 

6 follows: Any physician authorized to practice medicine, 

7 osteopathy, or osteopathic medicine in the state of Iowa may 

8 file information with eHy-dis~rie~-eotlr~-o£-~he-s~e~e-or-wi~h 

9 BHy-jtldge-~hereo£ the office of the county general assistance 

10 director of the person's county of residence, stating that the 

11 physician has examined the person Hemed-~here±H and finds that 

12 the person is suffering from some abnormal mental condition 

13 that can probably be remedied by observation, treatment, and 

14 hospital care; that the physician believes it would be 

15 appropriate for the person to enter the state psychiatric 

• 

16 hospital for that purpose and that the person is willing to do • 

17 so; and that neither the person nor those legally responsible 

18 for the person are able to provide the means for stleh the 

19 observation, treatment, and hospital care. 

20 Sec. 2. Section 225.12, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

21 follows: 

22 225.12 VOLUNTARY PUBLIC PATIENT -- PHYSICIAN'S REPORT. 

23 A physician filing information under section 225.10 shall 

24 include a written report to the jtldge office of the county 

25 general assistance director, giving Stleh a history of the case 

26 as will be likely to aid in the observation, treatment, and 

27 hospital care of the person named in the information and 

28 describing the seme history in detail. 

29 Sec. 3. Section 225.13, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

30 follows: 

31 225.13 FINANCIAL CONDITION. 

32 T~-shell-be-~he-dtl~y-o£-~he-jtldge-~o-he~e-e-~horotlgh 

33 iH~es~ige~ioH-made-by-~he-eotlH~y-e~~orHey-o£-~he-eotlH~y-o£ 

34 resideHee-o£-~he-~ersoH-Hemed-iH-~he-iH£orme~ioH-regerdiHg The 

35 county general assistance director is responsible for 
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1 investigating the financial condition of ~fi6~ ~ person being 

2 admitted to the state psychiatric hospital and of those 

3 legally responsible for the ~er8oft person's support. 

4 Sec. 4. Section 225.14, Code 2005, is amended by striking 

5 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

6 225.14 PATIENT COSTS. 

7 If it is determined through the financial condition 

8 investigation made pursuant to section 225.13 that a person is 

9 a committed or voluntary private patient, the person or those 

10 legally responsible for the person's support are liable for 

11 expenses as provided in section 225.22. The costs of a 

12 committed or voluntary public patient shall be paid by the 

13 state as provided in section 225.28. 

14 Sec. 5. Section 225.16, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

15 follows: 

16 225.16 VOLUNTARY PUBLIC PATIENTS -- ADMISSION • 

17 ~ If the jtloge-o£-~fie-o±8~r±e~-eotlr~,-or-~fie-eier~-o£-~he 

18 eotlr~,-68-6£ore86±o, county board of supervisors finds from 

19 the physician's information which was filed under the 

20 provisions of section 225.10, that it would be appropriate for 

21 the person to eft~er be admitted to the state psychiatric 

22 hospital, and the report of the county 6~~orftey general 

23 assistance director made pursuant to section 225.13 shows that 

24 fte±~fier the person ftor and those who are legally responsible 

25 for the person, are not able to pay the expenses ~fiereo£ 

26 incurred at the hospital, or are able to pay only a part of 

27 the expenses, the jtloge-or-eier~ person shall be considered to 

28 be a voluntary public patient and the board of supervisors 

29 shall eft~er-6ft-oroer-o±ree~±ftg direct that the 86±6 person 

30 shall be sent to the state psychiatric hospital at the state 

31 Bft±~er8±~y university of Iowa for observation, treatment, and 

32 hospital care 68-6-~0itlft~6ry-~tlb±±e-~6~±eft~ . 

33 ~ When the 86±6 patient arrives at the hospital, the 

34 patient shall reee±~e-~fie-86me-~re6~meft~-68-±8-~ro~±oeo be 

35 cared for in the same manner as is provided for committed 
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1 public patients in section 225.15. 

2 Sec. 6. Section 225.17, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

3 follows: 

4 225.17 COMMITTED PRIVATE PATIENT -- TREATMENT. 

5 ~ If the judge of the district court finds tl~Oft-~he 

6 re~iew-aftd-de~erm±fta~ioft-made-tlftder-~ne-~ro~±s±ofts-o£-see~±oft 

7 zz5.i4 pursuant to section 225.11 that the respondent is an 

8 appropriate subject for placement at the state psychiatric 

9 hospital, and that the respondent, or those legally 

10 responsible for the respondent, are able to pay the expenses 

11 associated with the placement, the judge shall enter an order 

12 directing that the respondent shall be sent to the state 

13 psychiatric hospital at the state university of Iowa for 

14 observation, treatment, and hospital care as a committed 

15 private patient. 

16 ~ When the respondent arrives at the hospital, the 

17 respondent shall receive the same treatment as is provided for 

18 committed public patients in section 225.15, in compliance 

19 with sections 229.13 to 229.16. However, observation, 

20 treatment, and hospital care under this section of a 

21 respondent whose expenses are payable in whole or in part by a 

22 county shall only be provided as determined through the 

23 central point of coordination process. 

24 Sec. 7. Section 225.18, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

25 follows: 

26 225.18 ATTENDANTS. 

27 The eotlr~-or-eier~ county board of supervisors may appoint 

28 a person to accompany the committed public patient or the 

29 voluntary public patient or the committed private patient from 

30 the place where the patient may be to the state psychiatric 

31 hospital o£-~ne-s~a~e-tlft±~ers±~y-a~-Towa-e±~y, or to accompany 

32 the patient from the hospi~al to a place as may be designated 

33 by the eotlr~-or-eier~ board. If a patient is moved pursuant 

34 to this section, at least one attendant shall be of the same 

35 sex gender as the patient. 
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1 Sec. 8. Section 225.19, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 225.19 COMPENSATION FOR ATTENDANT. 

4 Afty-~er8oft An individual appointed by the ee~r~-er-;~age-or 

5 eier~ county board of supervisors to accompany 8a±d ~ person 

6 to or from the hospital or to make an investigation and report 

7 on any question involved in the eompia±ft~~-o~ner-tnaft-tne 

8 pny8±e±aft-ma~±ft9-tne-exam±ftat±oft, matter shall receive tne-8~m 

9 o£ three dollars per day for the time actually spent in making 

10 8~en the investigation texeept-±ft-ea8e8-wnere-tne-per8oft 

11 appo±ftted-tnere£or-reee±~e8-a-£±xed-8aiary-or-eompeft8at±oftt 

12 and actual necessary expenses incurred in making 8~en the 

13 investigation or trip. This section does not apply to the 

14 physician examining the person or to an appointee who receives 

15 fixed compensation or a salary. 

16 Sec. 9. Section 225.20, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

17 follows: 

18 225.20 COMPENSATION FOR PHYSICIAN. 

19 The physician making the examination of a voluntary public 

20 patient on which is based any information filed under section 

21 225.10 shall reee±~e-8~en-8~m be compensated as tne-ee~rt-may 

22 d±reet directed by the county board of supervisors for each 

23 aftd-e~ery examination ±ft£ormat±oft-8o-made performed, and the 

24 actual and necessary expenses incurred by the physician in 

25 making 8~en the examination, in conformity with the 

26 requirements of this chapter, if the person named in the 

27 information is referred to the state psychiatric hospital. 

28 Sec. 10. Section 225.21, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

29 follows: 

30 225.21 VOUCHERS. 

31 The person making claim to compensation under section 

32 225.19 or 225.20 shall ~re8eftt-to-tne-eo~rt-er-;~o9e-aft 

33 ±tem±zed-8worft-8tatemeftt-e£-tne-eia±m,-aftd-wneft-tne-eia±m-£or 

34 eompeft8at±oft-na8-beeft-appro~ed-by-tne-eo~rt-or-;~o9e-or-eier~7 
35 ±t-8naii-be-£±ied file the claim in the office of the county 
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1 auditor and-sfiall-be-allowed. The claim is subject to review 

2 and aQQroval by the board of supervisors. 

3 Sec. 11. Section 225.23, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

4 follows: 

5 225.23 COLLECTION FOR TREATMENT. 

6 If the bills for sttefi a committed or voluntary Qrivate 

7 patient are paid by the state, ±~-sfiall-be-~fie-dtt~y-of the 

8 state psychiatric hospital ~o shall file a certified copy of 

9 the claim wfi±efi-fias-been-so-pa±d, for the bills with the 

10 auditor of the proper Qatient's county7 -who of residence. The 

11 county of residence shall proceed to collect the same-by 

12 ae~±on,-±f-neeessary, claim in the name of the state 

13 psychiatric hospital, and when collected pay the same amount 

14 collected to the director of the department of administrative 

15 services. The hospital shall also, at the same time, forward 

16 a duplicate of the aeeottn~ claim to the director of the 

17 department of administrative services. 

18 Sec. 12. Section 225.24, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

19 follows: 

20 225.24 COLLECTION OF PRELIMINARY EXPENSE. 

21 Unless se±d ~ committed private patient or those legally 

22 responsible for the pe~±en~ Qatient's SUQQOrt offer to ma~e 

23 stteh-se~~lemen~ settle the amount of the claims, ±~-shall-also 

24 be the dtt~y-o£-~he county auditor of the proper Qerson's 

25 county as-aforesa±d-~o-proeeed-~o of residence shall collect, 

26 by action if necessary, ±n-~fie-name-e£-~fie-sa±d-eottn~y, the 

27 amount of all claims for per diem and expenses that have been 

28 approved by the sa±d-eottr~-or-;ttd9e county board of 

29 SUQervisors and paid by the eottn~y-~reasttrer-o£-sa±d county as 

30 provided for under ~he-pro~±s±ons-e£ section 225.21,-and-when~ 

31 Any amount collected ~o-pay-~he-same-±n~o-~he shall be 

32 credited to the county treasury. 

33 Sec. 13. Section 225.25, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

34 follows: 

35 225.25 COMMITMENT OF PRIVATE PATIENT AS PUBLIC. 
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If any ~ patient be-adm±~~ed is committed to the state 

psychiatric hospital as a private patient and ~he~ea£~e~-an 

o~de~-o£-eomm±~men~-o£-~he-~a~±en~-as-a-~tlb~±e-~a~±en~-be-made 

by-~he-eetl~~-o~-jtldge-o~-e~e~k-ha~±n9-jtl~±sd±e~±on-~he~eo£ 

after admission it is determined through an investigation made 

pursuant to section 225.13 that the person is a public 

patient, the expense of keeping and maintaining the patient 

from the date of the filing of the information upon which th~ 

order is made shall be paid by the state. 

Sec. 14. Section 225.30, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

follows: 

225.30 BLANKS -- AUDIT. 

The medical faculty of the 

medicine shall prepare blanks 

requiring such information as 

be obtained by the physician 

university of Iowa college of 

containing such questions and 

may be necessary and proper to 

who examines a person or 

17 respondent whose referral to the state psychiatric hospital is 

18 contemplated. A judge may request that a physician who 

19 examines a respondent as required by section 229.10 complete 

20 such blanks in duplicate in the course of the examination. A 

21 physician who proposes to file information under section 

22 225.10 shall obtain and complete such blanks in duplicate and 

23 file them with the information. The blanks shall be printed 

24 by the state and a supply ~he~eo£ of the blanks shall be sen~ 

25 ~o-~he-e~e~k-o£-eaeh-d±s~~±e~-eotlr~-o£-~he-s~a~e made 

26 available to counties. The director of the department of 

27 administrative services shall audit, allow, and pay the cost 

28 of the blanks as other bills for public printing are allowed 

29 and paid. 

30 EXPLANATION 

31 This bill amends Code chapter 225, relating to the state 

32 psychiatric hospital at the state university of Iowa, to 

33 require the office of the county general assistance director 

34 to conduct financial condition investigations of persons who 

35 are sent to the state psychiatric hospital for evaluation and 
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1 treatment, instead of the court and the clerk of court. The 

2 county board of supervisors is given the responsibility of 

3 directing that a voluntary public patient be sent to the state 

4 psychiatric hospital, instead of requiring a court order. 
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SENATE FILE 2341 
B-8336 

1 Amend Senate File 2341, as passed by the Senate, as 
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follows: 
1. Page 1, by striking lines 9 and 10 and 

inserting the following: "any judge thereof the board 
of supervisors of the person's county of residence or 
the board's designee, stating that the". 

2. Page 1, lines 24 and 25, by striking the words 
"office of the county general assistance director" and 
inserting the following: "county board of supervisors 
or the board's designee". 

3. Page 1, line 35, by striking the words 
"general assistance director" and inserting the 
following: "board of supervisors or the board's 
designee". 

4. Page 2, line 18, by inserting after the word 
"supervisors" the following: "or the board's 
designee". 

5. Page 2, lines 22 and 23, by striking the words 
"general assistance director" and inserting the 
following: "board of supervisors or the board's 
designee". 

6. Page 3, line 27, by inserting after the word 
"supervisors" the following: "or the board's 
designee". 

7. Page 3, line 33, by striking the word "board" 
and inserting the following: "county" . 

8. Page 4, line 5, by inserting after the word 
"supervisors" the following: "or the board's 
designee". 

9. Page 4, by striking lines 13 and 14 and 
inserting the following: "investigation or trip. 
This section does not apply to an appointee who 
receives". 

10. Page 4, by striking lines 16 through 27. 
11. Page 4, line 32, by striking the word and 

figure "or 225.20". 
12. Page 5, line 2, by inserting after the word 

"supervisors" the following: "or the board's 
designee". 

13. Page 5, line 29, by inserting after the word 
"supervisors" the following: "or the board's 
designee". 

14. Page 6, by inserting after line 29 the 
following: 

"Sec. 
repealed." 

Section 225.20, Code 2005, is 

15. By renumbering as necessary. 
By HEATON of Henry 

B-8336 FILED MARCH 21, 2006 



S-5145 

HOUSE AMENDMENT TO 
SENATE FILE 2341 

1 Amend Senate File 2341, as passed by the Senate, as 
2 follows: 
3 1. Page 1, by striking lines 9 and 10 and 
4 inserting the following: "any judge thereof the board 
5 of supervisors of the person's county of residence or 
6 the board's designee, stating that the". 
7 2. Page 1, lines 24 and 25, by striking the words 
8 "office of the county general assistance director" and 
9 inserting the following: "county board of supervisors 

10 or the board's designee". 
11 3. Page 1, line 35, by striking the words 
12 "general assistance director" and inserting the 
13 following: "board of supervisors or the board's 
14 designee". 
15 4. Page 2, line 18, by inserting after the word 
16 "supervisors" the following: "or the board's 
17 designee". 
18 5. Page 2, lines 22 and 23, by striking the words 
19 "general assistance director" and inserting the 
20 following: "board of supervisors or the board's 
21 designee". 
22 6. Page 3, line 27, by inserting after the word 
2:;3 "supervisors" the following: "or the board's 
2 4 designee" . 
25 7. Page 3, line 33, by striking the word "board" 
26 and inserting the following: "county". 
27 8. Page 4, line 5, by inserting after the word 
28 "supervisors" the following: "or the board's 
2 9 designee" . 
30 9. Page 4, by striking lines 13 and 14 and 
31 inserting the following: "investigation or trip. 
32 This section does not apply to an appointee who 
33 receives". 
34 10. Page 4, by striking lines 16 through 27. 
35 11. Page 4, line 32, by striking the word and 
36 figure "or 225.20". 
37 12. Page 5, line 2, by inserting after the word 
38 "supervisors" the following: "or the board's 
39 designee". 
40 13. Page 5, line 29, by inserting after the word 
41 "supervisors" the following: "or the board's 
42 designee". 
43 14. Page 6, by inserting after line 29 the 
44 following: 
45 "Sec. Section 225.20, Code 2005, is 
46 repealed." 
47 15. By renumbering as necessary. 

RECEIVED FROM THE HOUSE 

S-5145 FILED APRIL 3, 2006 
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A BILL FOR 

1 An Act relating to county processing of orders for observation, 

2 evaluation, and treatment of public patients at the state 

3 psychiatric hospital at the state university of Iowa. 

4 BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF THE STATE OF IOWA: 
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S.F. H. F. ----

1 _ Section 1. Section 225.10, Code 2005, is amended to read 

2 as follows: 

3 225.10 VOLUNTARY PUBLIC PATIENTS. 

4 Persons suffering from mental diseases may be admitted to 

5 the state psychiatric hospital as voluntary public patients as 

6 follows: Any physician authorized to practice medicine, 

7 osteopathy, or osteopathic medicine in the state of Iowa may 

8 file information with any-cH~l3~r~e~-eerttr~-e£-~he-l3~a~e-er-w~~h 

9 any-jttdge-~neree£ the office of the county general assistance 

10 director of the person's county of residence, stating that the 

11 physician has examined the person named-~nere~n and finds that 

12 the person is suffering from some abnormal mental condition 

13 that can probably be remedied by observation, treatment, and 

14 hospital care; that the physician believes it would be 
15 appropriate for the person to enter the state psychiatric 
16 hospital for that purpose and that the person is willing to do 

17 so; and that neither the person nor those legally responsible 

18 for the person are able to provide the means for etteh the 

19 observation, treatment, and hospital care. 

20 Sec. 2. Section 225.12, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

21 follows: 

22 225.12 VOLUNTARY PUBLIC PATIENT -- PHYSICIAN'S REPORT. 
23 A physician filing information under section 225.10 shall 

24 include a written report to the jttdge office of the county 

25 general assistance director, giving etten a history of the case 

26 as will be likely to aid in the observation, treatment, and 

27 hospital care of the person named in the information and 

28 describing the same history in detail. 

29 Sec. 3. Section 225.13, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

30 follows: 
31 225.13 FINANCIAL CONDITION. 

32 i~-shaii-be-~he-dtt~y-e£-~he-jttdge-~e-ha~e-a-~nerettgh 

33 ~n~ee~±ga~ien-made-by-~ne-eettn~y-a~~erney-e£-~ne-eettn~y-e£ 

34 residenee-e£-~he-~ereen-named-±n-~ne-±n£erma~ien-re~arding The 

35 county general assistance director is responsible for 
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1 investigating the financial condition of ~n~~ a person being 

2 admitted to the state psychiatric hospital and of those 

3 legally responsible for the ~e~soft person's support. 

4 Sec. 4. Section 225.14, Code 2005, is amended by striking 

5 the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 

6 225.14 PATIENT COSTS. 

7 If it is determined through the financial condition 

8 investigation made pursuant to section 225.13 that a person is 

9 a committed or voluntary private patient, the person or those 
10 legally responsible for the person's support are liable for 
11 expenses as provided in section 225.22. The costs of a 

12 committed or voluntary public patient shall be paid by the 

13 state as provided in section 225.28. 

14 Sec. 5. Section 225.16, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

15 follows: 

16 225.16 VOLUNTARY PUBLIC PATIENTS -- ADMISSION. 

17 1. If the jttdge-o£-~ne-d±s~~±e~-eott~~~-o~-~ne-ele~k-e£-~ne 

18 eott~~,-as-~£o~es~±d, county board of supervisors finds from 
19 the physician's information which was filed under the 

20 provisions of section 225.10, that it would be appropriate for 

21 the person to eft~e~ be admitted to the state psychiatric 

22 hospital, and the report of the county a~~O~ftey general 

23 assistance director made pursuant to section 225.13 shows that 

24 fte±~ne~ the person ftO~ and those who are legally responsible 

25 for the person, are not able to pay the expenses ~ne~ee£ 

26 incurred at the hospital, or are able to pay only a part of 

27 the expenses, the jttdge-o~-ele~k person shall be considered to 

28 be a voluntary public patient and the board of supervisors 

29 shall eft~e~-aft-o~de~-d±~ee~±ftg direct that the said person 

30 shall be sent to the state psychiatric hospital at the state 

31 6ft±~ers±~y university of Iowa for observation, treatment, and 

32 hospital care as-a-~olttft~ary-~ttbl±e-~a~±eft~. 

33 2. When the said patient arrives at the hospital, the 

34 patient shall ~eee±~e-~ne-same-~rea~meft~-as-±s-~~o~±ded be 
35 cared for in the same manner as is provided for committed 
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1 public patients in section 225.15. 

2 Sec. 6. Section 225.17, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

3 follows: 

4 225.17 COMMITTED PRIVATE PATIENT -- TREATMENT. 

5 1. If the judge of the district court finds tt~on-ehe 

6 re~iew-and-deeerminaeion-made-ttnder-ehe-~ro~isions-o£-seeeion 

7 %%5.i4 pursuant to section 225.11 that the respondent is an 

8 appropriate subject for placement at the state psychiatric 
9 hospital, and that the respondent, or those legally 

10 responsible for the respondent, are able to pay the expenses 

11 associated with the placement, the judge shall enter an order 

12 directing that the respondent shall be sent to the state 

13 psychiatric hospital at the state university of Iowa for 

14 observation, treatment, and hospital care as a committed 

15 private patient. 
16 2. When the respondent arrives at the hospital, the 

17 respondent shall receive the same treatment as is provided for 
18 committed public patients in section 225.15, in compliance 

19 with sections 229.13 to 229.16. However, observation, 

20 treatment, and hospital care under this section of a 

21 respondent whose expenses are payable in whole or in part by a 

22 county shall only be provided as determined through the 

23 central point of coordination process. 

24 Sec. 7. Section 225.18, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

25 follows: 

26 225.18 ATTENDANTS. 

27 The eottre-or-eier~ county board of supervisors may appoint 

28 a person to accompany the committed public patient or the 

29 voluntary public patient or the committed private patient from 

30 the place where the patient may be to the state psychiatric 

31 hospital o£-ehe-seaee-ttn±~ersiey-ae-~owa-e±ey, or to accompany 

32 the patient from the hospital to a place as may be designated 

33 by the eottre-or-eier~ board. If a patient is moved pursuant 

34 to this section, at least one attendant shall be of the same 

35 sex gender as the patient. 
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1 Sec. 8. Section 225.19, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

2 follows: 

3 225.19 COMPENSATION FOR ATTENDANT. 

4 Afty-~ersoft An individual appointed by the eottr~-er-jttdge-or 

5 e~erk county board of supervisors to accompany seid ~ person 
6 to or from the hospital or to make an investigation and report 

7 on any question involved in the eem~iaift~7-o~ner-~naft-~he 

8 ~hysie±aft-mak±ftg-~he-exam±fia~±eft, matter shall receive ~he-sttm 

9 o£ three dollars per day for the time actually spent in making 

10 s~eh the investigation texee~~-±fi-eases-where-~ne-~ersoft 

11 a~~o±ft~ed-~here£er-reee±~es-a-£±xed-saiary-er-eom~eftsa~±oftt 
12 and actual necessary expenses incurred in making stteh the 

13 investigation or trip. This section does not apply to the 

14 physician examining the person or to an appointee who receives 

15 fixed compensation or a salary. 

16 Sec. 9. Section 225.20, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

17 follows: 

18 225.20 COMPENSATION FOR PHYSICIAN. 

19 The physician making the examination of a voluntary public 

20 patient on which is based any information filed under section 
21 225.10 shall reee±~e-stteh-sttm be compensated as ~he-eettr~-may 

22 d±ree~ directed by the county board of supervisors for each 

23 afid-e~ery examination ±fi£orma~±efi-so-made performed, and the 

24 actual and necessary expenses incurred by the physician in 

25 making stten the examination, in conformity with the 

26 requirements of this chapter, if the person named in the 

27 information is referred to the state psychiatric hospital. 

28 Sec. 10. Section 225.21, Code 2005, is amended to read as 
29 follows: 

30 225.21 VOUCHERS. 

31 The person making claim to compensation under section 

32 225.19 or 225.20 shall ~reseft~-~e-~ne-eo~r~-or-jttdge-afi 

33 ±~em±~ed-swerfi-s~aeemefi~-e£-~he-e~a±m,-afid-wheft-~he-eia±m-£er 

34 eem~eftsa~±ofi-has-beeft-a~~re~ed-by-ehe-eettr~-or-;ttdge-er-eierk, 
35 ±~-shai~-be-£±ied file the claim in the office of the county 
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1 auditor efid-she~~-be-e~~owed. The claim is subject to review 
2 and approval by the board of supervisors. 
3 Sec. 11. Section 225.23, Code 2005, is amended to read as 
4 follows: 
5 225.23 COLLECTION FOR TREATMENT. 

6 If the bills for Stleh a committed or voluntary private 

7 patient are paid by the state, f~-she~~-be-~he-dtl~y-o£ the 
8 state psychiatric hospital ~o shall file a certified copy of 

9 the claim wh±eh-hes-beeft-so-~efd, for the bills with the 

10 auditor of the ~ro~er patient's county7 -who of residence. The 
11 county of residence shall proceed to collect the same-by 

12 ee~foft,-f£-fteeessery, claim in the name of the state 
13 psychiatric hospital, and when collected pay the same amount 
14 collected to the director of the department of administrative 

15 services. The hospital shall also, at the same time, forward 
16 a duplicate of the eeeotlft~ claim to the director of the 
17 department of administrative services. 
18 Sec. 12. Section 225.24, Code 2005, is amended to read as 
19 follows: 
20 225.24 COLLECTION OF PRELIMINARY EXPENSE. 
21 Unless sefd ~ committed private patient or those legally 

22 responsible for the ~e~feft~ patient's support offer to me~e 
23 s~eh-se~~~emeft~ settle the amount of the claims, ±~-she~~-a~so 

24 be the d~~y-o£-~he county auditor of the ~ro~er person's 
25 county as-e£orese±d-~o-~roeeed-~o of residence shall collect, 
26 by action if necessary, ffi-~he-fieme-o£-~he-sefd-eo~ft~YT the 
27 amount of all claims for per diem and expenses that have been 
28 approved by the se±d-eo~r~-or-;~dge county board of 

29 supervisors and paid by the eotlft~y-~rees~rer-o£-sefd county as 

30 provided £or under ~he-~ro~fs±ofis-o£ section 225.21,-eftd-wheft~ 

31 Any amount collected ~o-~ey-~he-seme-fft~o-~he shall be 

32 credited to the county treasury. 

33 Sec. 13. Section 225.25, Code 2005, is amended to read as 
34 follows: 

35 225.25 COMMITMENT OF PRIVATE PATIENT AS PUBLIC. 

-5-



S.F. H.F. --------

1 If B~Y ~ patient ~e-Bdmi~~ed is committed to the state 

2 psychiatric hospital as a private patient and ~hereB£~er-Bft 

3 order-o£-eomm±~men~-o£-~he-~B~ien~-Bs-8-~tl~x±e-~B~ien~-~e-mBde 

4 by-~he-eotlr~-or-jtldge-or-eier~-hB~ing-jtlrisd±e~±on-~hereo£ 

5 after admission it is determined through an investigation made 

6 pursuant to section 225.13 that the person is a public 

7 patient, the expense of keeping and maintaining the patient 

8 from the date of the filing of the information upon which the 

9 order is made shall be paid by the state. 

10 Sec. 14. Section 225.30, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

11 follows: 

12 225.30 BLANKS -~ AUDIT. 

13 The medical faculty of the university of Iowa college of 

14 medicine shall prepare blanks containing such questions and 
15 requiring such information as may be necessary and proper to 

16 be obtained by the physician who examines a person or 

17 respondent whose referral to the state psychiatric hospital is 

18 contemplated. A judge may request that a physician who 

19 examines a respondent as required by section 229.10 complete 

20 such blanks in duplicate in the course of the examination. A 
21 physician who proposes to file information under section 

22 225.10 shall obtain and complete such blanks in duplicate and 

23 file them with the information. The blanks shall be printed 
24 by the state and a supply ~heree£ of the blanks shall be sen~ 

25 ~e-~he-eier~-o£-eBeh-die~rie~-eotlr~-o£-~he-s~B~e made 
26 available to counties. The director of the department of 

27 administrative services shall audit, allow, and pay the cost 

28 of the blanks as other bills for public printing are allowed 

29 and paid. 

30 EXPLANATION 

31 This bill amends Code chapter 225, relating to the state 

32 psychiatric hospital at the state university of Iowa, to 

33 require the office of the county general assistance director 

34 to conduct financial condition investigations of persons who 

35 are sent to the state psychiatric hospital for evaluation and 

-6-



S.F. ---- H.F. 

1 treatment, instead of the court and the clerk of court. The 
2 county board of supervisors is given the responsibility of 

3 directing that a voluntary public patient be sent to the state 
4 psychiatric hospital, instead of requiring a court order. 
5 
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MEMORANDUM 

TO: MEMBERS OF THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY 

FROM: IOWA JUDICIAL BRANCH 

DATE: January 16, 2006 

RE: TLSB 5303DP 

The procedures prescribed in chapter 225 for processing public patients at the 
state psychiatric hospital have become outmoded over time. Arrangements for 
admission of patients to the university psychiatric hospital and for payment of 
their care are typically handled by the counties and the hospital without court 
involvement. This bill would conform the statute to the practice by eliminating 
court involvement, except for cases brought pursuant to chapter 229. Similar 
legislation regarding medical treatment for indigent persons under chapter 255 
was enacted in 2003. 
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SENATE FILE 2341 

AN ACT 
RELATING TO COUNTY PROCESSING OF ORDERS FOR OBSERVATION, 

EVALUATION, AND TREATMENT OF PUBLIC PATIENTS AT THE STATE 
PSYCHIATRIC HOSPITAL AT THE STATE UNIVERSITY OF IOWA. 

BE IT ENACTED BY THE GENERAL ASSEMBLY OF·THE STATE OF IOWA: 

Section 1. Section 225.10, Code 2005, is amended to read 
as follows: 

225.10 VOLUNTARY PUBLIC PATIENTS. 

Persons suffering from mental diseases may be admitted to 
the state psychiatric hospital as voluntary public patients as 
follows: Any physician authorized to practice medicine, 

osteopathy, or osteopathic medicine in the state of Iowa may 

file information with any-diseriee-ee~re-e£-ehe-seaee-er-wieh 
any-;~dge-eheree£ the board of supervisors of the person's 

county of residence or the board's designee, stating that the 

physician has examined the person named-eherein and finds that 

the person is suffering from some abnormal mental condition 

that can probably be remedied by observation, treatment, and 

hospital care; that the physician believes it would be 

appropriate for the person to enter the state psychiatric 

hospital for that purpose and that the person is willing to do 

so; and that neither the person nor those legally responsible 

for the person are able to provide the means for s~eh the 
observation, treatment, and hospital care. 

Sec. 2. Section 225.12, Code 2005, is amended to read as 
follows: 

• • 
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225.12 VOLUNTARY PUBLIC PATIENT -- PHYSICIAN'S REPORT. 

A physician filing information under section 225.10 shall 

include a written report to the ;~dge county board of 

supervisors or the board's designee, giving stteh a history of 
the case as will be likely to aid in the observation, 
treatment, and hospital care of the person named in the 
information and describing the same history in detail. 

Sec. 3. Section 225.13, Code 2005, is amended to read as 
follows: 

225.13 FINANCIAL CONDITION. 
%e-sha%%-be-the-dttty-e£-the-;ttdge-te-ha~e-a-eherettgh 

in~estigation-made-by-the-ee~nty-aeterney-e£-the-eettnty-e£ 

residenee-e£-the-persen-named-in-the-in£ormatien-regarding The 
county board of supervisors or the board's designee is 
responsible for investigating the financial condition of ehat 
~ person being admitted to the state psychiatric hospital and 
of those legally responsible for the person person's support. 

Sec. 4. Section 225.14, Code 2005, is amended by striking 

the section and inserting in lieu thereof the following: 
225.14 PATIENT COSTS. 

If it is determined through the financial condition 

investigation made pursuant to section 225.13 that a person is 

a committed or voluntary private patient, the person or those 

legally responsible for the person's support are liable for 

expenses as provided in section 225.22. The costs of a 

committed or voluntary public patient shall be paid by the 

state as provided in section 225.28. 

Sec. 5. Section 225.16, Code 2005, is amended to read as 
follows: 

225.16 VOLUNTARY PUBLIC PATIENTS -- ADMISSION. 

~ If the ;ttdge-e£-ehe-diser±ee-eettre7-er-ehe-e%er~-e£-ehe 
ee~re7-as-a£eresa±d7 county board of supervisors or the 

board's designee finds from the physician's information which 
was filed under the provisions of section 225.107 that it 
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would be appropriate for the person to efteer be admitted to 
the state psychiatric hospital, and the report of the county 
aeeorftey board of supervisors or the board's designee made 
pursuant to section 225.13 shows that fteieher the person ftor 
and those who are legally responsible for the person, are not 
able to pay the expenses ehereo£ incurred at the hospital, or 
are able to pay only a part of the expenses, the j~dge-er 

e~erk person shall be considered to be a voluntary public 
patient and the board of supervisors shall efteer-aft-erder 
direeeiftg direct that the said person shall be sent to the 
state psychiatric hospital at the state aniversiey universitY 
of Iowa for observation, treatment, and hospital care as-a 
vo%~neary-p~b~ie-paeiene. 

~ When the said patient arrives at the hospital, the 
patient shall reeeive-ehe-same-ereaemene-as-is-provided be 
cared for in the same manner as is provided for committed 
public patients in section 225.15. 

Sec. 6. Section 225.17, Code 2005, is amended to read as 
follows: 

225.17 COMMITTED PRIVATE PATIENT -- TREATMENT. 
~ If the judge of the district court finds ~pon-ehe 

review-and-deeerminaeion-made-~nder-ehe-provisions-o£-seeeion 

ii5~%4 pursuant to section 225.11 that the respondent is an 
appropriate subject for placement at the state psychiatric 
hospital, and that. the respondent, or those legally 
responsible for the respondent, are able to pay the expenses 
associated with the placement, the judge shall enter an order 
directing that the respondent shall be sent to the state 
psychiatric hospital at the state university of Iowa for 
observation, treatment, and hospital care as a committed 
private patient. 
~ When the respondent arrives at the hospital, the 

respondent shall receive the same treatment as is provided for 
committed public patients in section 225.15, in compliance 

• • 
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with sections 229.13 to 229.16. However, observation, 
treatment, and hospital care under this section of a 
respondent whose expenses are payable in whole or in part by a 
county shall only be provided as determined through the 
central point of coordination process. 

Sec. 7. Section 225.18, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

follows: 
225.18 ATTENDANTS. 
The ee~re-er-eierk county board of supervisors or the 

board's designee may appoint a person to accompany the 
committed public patient or the voluntary public patient or 
the committed private patient from the place where the patient 
may be to the state psychiatric hospital o£-ehe-seaee 
~ftiversiey-ae-iowa-eiey, or to accompany the patient from the 
hospital to a place as may be designated by the eo~re-er-e%erk 
county. If a patient is moved pursuant to this section, at 

least one attendant shall be of the same sex gender as the 
patient. 

Sec. 8. Section 225.19, Code 2005, is amended to read as 
follows: 

225.19 COMPENSATION FOR ATTENDANT. 
Any-person An individual appointed by the eo~re-or-j~dge-or 

e%erk county board of supervisors or the board's designee to 
accompany said g person to or from the hospital or to make an 
investigation and report on any question involved in the 
eomp%aineT-oeher-ehan-ehe-physieian-making-ehe-examinaeion7 

matter shall receive ehe-s~m-o£ three dollars per day for the 
time actually spent in making s~eh the investigation texeepe 
in-eases-where-ehe-person-appoineed-ehere£or-reeeives-a-£ixed 
saiary-or-eompeftsaeiont and actual necessary expenses incurred 
in making s~eh the. investigation or trip. This section does 
not apply to an appointee who receives fixed compensation or a 
salary. 

• 
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Sec. 9. Section 225.21, Code 2005, is amended-to read as 
follows: 

225.21 VOUCHERS. 
The person making claim to compensation under section 

225.19 shall pre~ene-eo-ehe-eo~re-or-j~dge-an-ieemized-~w~rn 
~tatemene-o£-ehe-elaim,-and-when-ehe-elaim-£or-eompeftsaeioft 

ha~-been-approved-by-ehe-eo~re-or-j~dge-or-eler~,-it-shall-be 

£iled file the claim in the office of the county auditor and 

~hall-be-allowed. The claim is subject to review and approval 

by the board of supervisors or the board's designee. 

Sec. 10. Section 225.23, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

follows: 
225.23 COLLECTION FOR TREATMENT. 
If the bills for s~eh a committed or voluntary private 

patient are paid by the state, ie-shall-be-ehe-d~ey-o£ the 
state psychiatric hospital eo shall file a certified copy of 
the claim whieh-has-been-~o-paidT for the bills with the 

auditor of the proper patient's county,-who of residence. The 
county of residence shall proceed to collect the same-by 
aeeion,-±£-neee~sary, claim in the name of the state 
psychiatric hospital, and when collected pay the same amount 
collected to the director of the department of administrative 
services. The hospital shall also, at the same time, forward 
a duplicate of the aeeo~ne claim to the director of the 
department of administrative services. 

Sec. 11. Section 225.24, Code 2005, is amended to read as 
follows: 

225.24 COLLECTION OF PRELIMINARY EXPENSE. 
Unless sa±d ~ committed private patient or those legally 

responsible for the paeiene patient's support offer to ma~e 
s~eh-~eeelemene settle the amount of the claims, ±e-~hall-also 
be the d~ey-o£-ehe county auditor of the proper person's 
county as-a£oresa±d-eo-proeeed-eo of residence shall collect, 
by action if necessary, ±n-ehe-name-o£-ehe-sa±d-eo~ney7 the 
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amount of all claims for per diem and expenses that have been 
approved by the sa±d-eo~re-or-j~dge county board of 
supervisors or the board's designee and paid by the eo~ney 
treas~rer-o£-sa±d county as provided £or under ehe-prov±~±ons 

o£ section 225.21,-and-when. Any amount collected eo-pay-the 
same-±neo-ehe shall be credited to the county treasury. 

Sec. 12. Section 225.25, Code 2005, is amended to read as 

follows: 
225.25 COMMITMENT OF PRIVATE PATIENT AS PUBLIC. 

If any ~ patient be-admieeed is committed to the state 

psychiatric hospital as a private patient and eherea£eer-an 
order-o£-eomm±tmene-o£-ehe-pae±ene-a~-a-p~bl±e-pae±ene-be-made 

by-ehe-eo~re-or-j~dge-or-eler~-having~j~r±~d±ee±on-ehereo£ 

after admission it is determined through an investigation made 

pursuant to section 225.13 that the person is a public 
patient, the expense of keeping and maintaining the patient 

from the date of the filing of the information upon which the 
order is made shall be paid by the state. 

Sec. 13. Section 225.30, Code 2005, is amended to read as 
follows: 

225.30 BLANKS -- AUDIT. 
The medical faculty of the university of Iowa college of 

medicine shall prepare blanks containing such questions and 
requiring such information as may be necessary and proper to 
be obtained by the physician who examines a person or 
respondent whose referral to the state psychiatric hospital is 
contemplated. A judge may request that a physician who 
examines a respondent as required by section 229.10 complete 
such blanks in duplicate in the course of the examination. A 
physician who proposes to file information under section 
225.10 shall obtain and complete such blanks in duplicate and 
file them with the information. The blanks shall be printed 
by the state and a supply ehereo£ of the blanks shall be seftt 
eo-the-eler~-o£-eaeh-d±ser±et-co~rt-o£-ehe-~eaee made 

S.F. 2341 

·; ,.._ ... 



Senate File 2341, p. 7 

available to counties. The director of the department of 

administrative services shall audit, allow, and pay the cost 

of the blanks as other bills for public printing are allowed 
and paid. 

Sec. 14. Section 225.20, Code 2005, is repealed. 

JEFFREY M. LAMBERTI 
President of the Senate 

CHRISTOPHER C. RANTS 

Speaker of the House 

I hereby certify that this bill originated in the Senate and 
is known as Senate File 2341, Eighty-first General Assembly. 

Approved ---------------' 2006 

THOMAS J. VILSACK 

Governor 

MICHAEL E. MARSHALL 

Secretary of the Senate 
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